
DRIVERS TEST
GOOD-- 19 AVERAGE-1- 7 to 19

FAIR-16- to 17 POOR-- 15 or below

, The first ten questions are multiple choice.
Choose the best answer. The second ten questions
are true and false.

1. How much braking distance should you leave
between your car and the car in front of you?

. (a.) at least one car length for every 10 miles
per hour of speed; (b.) two feet 1ft the city,
10 feet on an expressway; (c.) depends on
the individual driver's reflexes.

2. If you are driving down a through street and
a car from a side street pulls out in front of

"you after he has made a full stop, you should
(a.) keep going - if you collide, he will have
to pay; (b.) slow down and let him go across
or enter traffic; (c.) blow your horn and
swerve to miss him if he keeps coming.

3. When a school or church bus is stopped on a
two-lan- e highway to load or unload passen-
gers, you should (a.) drive cautiously by the
bus if you are approaching it from the op-

posite direction; (b.) stop and do not attempt
to pass until the bus has been put into mo-

tion; (c.) drive past the bus at a slow speed,
watching for its pedestrians and

cars.

Robert B. Walsh

The author, now in his 13th year as director of
public relations for one of the nation's largest
motor carriers, is a former newspaperman. He has
covered many stories in Kentucky.
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Today's professional driver - the truck driver --

is fast becoming the model of the motorist. More

and more passenger car drivers are attempting to
emulate the pro in the big rig.

Unfortunately, not enough motorists are fol-

lowing in the tire tracks of the professional
driver as the nation's, toll of highway deaths
spirals each year.

Long cast as a "heavy" in movies and some

TV scripts, the truck driver was pictured as a
barrel-cheste- d tough cookie with a three-da- y

growth of chin whiskers, clothed in a sweat-staine- d

leather jacket.
Today that picture is a completely false image

of the professional driver - many of whom are
college educated. With companies furnishing uni-

forms, the commercial driver of today is often

more presentable than many tourists.
Probably typical of today's professional driver

is Russell A. Beaulieu, of Fall River, Mass. He

has driven more than a million miles - in just a

little over 10 years - without an accident. This
iS equivalent to 100 years of safe driving by the

average motorist.
Because of this impressive safety record, and

because he rescued a school teacher from an

auto after it plunged into a mill pond, Beaulieu

was named the National Driver of the Year by the

American Trucking Associations. This is the
highest honor a driver can receive and one of its
rewards is usually a visit with the President of

the United States.
When asked by an interviewer on a network

radio show in New York if he had any advice on

driving for motorists, the modest Beaulieu ad-

mitted formula for accide-

nt-free

there was no prescribed
driving. He did offer these "ground

rules" for all drivers:
''Get plenty of rest before getting behind the

wheel. Pull over to the side of the road If you

feel sleepy and rest until you become alert

again."

4. If you are driving in a residential district
where no speed limit is posted, you should
go no faster than (a.) 45 MPH; (b.) 25 MPH;
(c.) 35 MPH.

5. After an accident resulting in injury or
death or apparent property damage of $100
or more, who must file an accident report?
(a.) each driver; (b.) police officer; (c.) one
of the drivers.

6. Under the Kentucky Point System, you will
have your license suspended when (a.). you
reach the point where public safety officials
feel you are a highway hazard; (b.) a police
officer points out to you that you can no
longer drive on the highways; (c.) you

12 points within a three year period.
7. When you see a stranded motorist on an ex-

pressway, you should (a.) stop and see if you
can help; (b.) drive on by.. if he wants help
he will flag you down; (c.) stop at the next
rest stop or gas station and call the State
Police or a mechanic.

8. A yellow line on your side of the white cen-

ter line means (a.) do not pass; (b.) pass
with caution; (c.) pass.

9. After passing, you should not return to the
right lane until (a.) you can see in your rear
view mirror the left headlight of the car you
passed; (b.) you see a car coming toward you
in the opposite direction; (c.) you think it is
safe.

In his earlier years he was also a professional
driver and still holds a commercial license. He
is probably the only public relations man in the
trucking industry checked out as a qualified
driver.

"Make sure your car is in proper mechanical
condition. Check your tires, brakes, or whatever
could become faulty on your car."

"Make an allowance for the car with the te

license. The driver might be unfamiliar
with the route and make an unexpected stop, or
turn."

"Don't be o lane straddler."
The trucking industry long has sponsored

safety programs to improve the safety records of

its drivers. And with results. Look at the record.
Trucks represent about 17 per cent of the regis-

tered vehicles in the country, yet less than 11

per cent of the vehicles involved in accidents
are trucks.

But this is only part of the story. Studies show

that truck drivers have been blameless in 80 per
cent of the accidents in which they were in-

volved.
Today more than 5,000 of the nation's truck

drivers have gone to truck drivers school. Per-

haps the best known of these institutions is the
North Carolina State College Truck Driver School.

After he is hired, he is put through extensive
classroom and over-the-ro- training in safety
laws, driving proficiency, courtesy, vehicle
maintenance and emergency procedures. Trucking
companies employ professionally trained safety
supervisors responsible for such safety programs.

The American Trucking Associations, the
national trade organization representing the
trucking industry, sponsors a National Truck

Roadeo each year to promote greater highway

safety. Drivers who win in state roadeos com-

pete for the national honors. This year 26 states
will send their top drivers to the annual event.
At the Roadeo, they pilot their vehicles through

obstacles which the average motorist would find

difficult to duplicate in a compact car.
The entire safety program of the industry

on the premise' that there is no such thing
as an accident. Truck drivers keep this in mind.

And the average motorist should also.
As pointed out, the planned approach to safety

has produced results. Truck accident rates have
steadily declined while rates for other high-

way users have increased.

10. A flashing red light at an intersection means
(a.) slow down and proceed with caution;
(b.) come to a stop and proceed with caution
when safe to do so; (c.) stop until the lights
turn green.

True or False
1. You cannot be arrested for speeding if you

are not exceeding the posted speed limit T-- F

2. Turn on your lights one-ha- lf hour after sun-

set. T-- F

3. If you are meeting a driver who fails to dim

his headlights at night, you should put your
lights on "bright" to remind him of his error.
T-- F

4. If you have a blow-ou- t, apply your brakes as
quickly as possible. T-- F

5. Signal at least a half-bloc- k before you plan
to turn. T-- F

6. At an intersection not marked with a light or
stop sign, look to each side and proceed
with caution. T-- F

7. If you desire to turn around on a main high-

way, slow down, pull into a driveway, and
back into the main highway. T-- F

8. When a car is trying to pass you, speed up so
he won't think you're a dawdler. T-- F

9. All operator's licenses expire July 31. T-- F

10. If you miss your exit off an expressway,
cross the median on the next maintenance
cross-wa- y and go back to the exit. T-- F

Long active in numerous safety organizations,
he has written several articles on highway safety.
The accompanying story was written exclusively
for Kentucky's traffic safety supplement.

The following safe driving rules, followed by

professional drivers, are appropriate for any
driver:

1. Check your brakes, lights, tires and other
equipment, before you start, and periodically
during each trip.

2. Leave all your personal problems at the
curb when you start to drive ... it requires your
undivided, full-tim- e attention.

3. Drive "defensively." Be ready to reduce
speed or stop the instant you see a potential
danger ... it may become a real danger. In short,
drive so that your vehicle is under complete con-

trol at all times.
4. Observe all traffic laws ... don't speed,

cross center lines, or pass on hills or curves.
Pass only when there is a clear, safe distance
ahead. Signal for stops or turns.

5. Observe laws of common sense. Adapt

your driving to weather and traffic conditions.
Regardless of the posted speed limit, reduce your
speed when traffic is heavy or there is ice or
snow on the road.

6. Don't tailgate. Maintain sufficient distance
between your vehicle and the one ahead to al-

low faster vehicles to pass and occupy the space.
7. Make every proper effort to permit faster

traffic to pass on long grades, by keeping to the
right ... permit delayed traffic to pass you after
you reach the top of any long grade.

8. Watch out for children or pedestrians ...
not only at intersections but from behind parked
cars.

9. Never debate right-of-wa- y. Give itl
10. Never drink before, or while driving.
11. Don't fight sleep. If you feel drowsy, get

off the road and take a short rest.
12. Most important of all, be courteous and

give other drivers the breaks that you wish they'd
give you.

These rules are, for the mast pert, applicable
to the driver of a car. But while tips help, no set
of rules will guarantee your safe driving. There's
an old cliche the pros follow, and It's one that
every driver can adopt - it is, "Safety is no
accident." Keep it in mind next time you climb

behind the wheel.


