
KENTUCKY POINTS The Way to Safer Driving

When a public safety official hands you your
new license and says, "Now you are free to
drive," he has chosen his words well.

A driver's license does not really give you

license to drive it gives you freedom to drive.
License is abused or unlimited liberty; freedom

is responsible liberty liberty within the law.
Just as a burglar who takes the liberty of

breaking into someone's home has that liberty
taken away from him, the driver who misuses his
freedom to drive can have that freedom removed.

The Kentucky Point System is the Department
of Public Safety's way of determining who is not
using his freedom to drive responsibly.

Under this system, the Department keeps a
record of each driver's traffic violations and

accidents, as they are reported to the Department
by the Courts.

Kentucky Point System

Various point values are assigned to different
types of traffic offenses, and when a driver
amasses as many as 7-- points, he is placed on

"probation."
When a driver accumulates 12 points within a

three year period, dating from his latest convic-

tion, his license is immediately suspended for

six months.
However, since the Point System is aimed at

rehabilitation, not punishment, the Department

offers to the driver on probation the opportunity
to improve his driving ability before he reaches
the nt level.

The probated driver is invited to discuss his
driving problems with a Public Safety represent-

ative, who helps him determine if he should
participate in the Department's Driver Improve-

ment Clinic.

Driver Improvement Clinic
The purpose of the clinic, which is conducted

in Frankfort and Louisville by members of the
Division of Driver Licensing, is the same as that
of the point system, "driver improvement, not
driver removement," according to Division Direc-

tor Don C. Sullivan.
"We want every qualified driver to r tain his

driving privilege. We offer this clinic as a help-

ing hand to any driver with a problem in driving
a motor vehicle safely," Sullivan says.

Combining lectures and films, Sullivan, Roger
L. Wilhoite, Chief Hearing Officer, and Sim F.'
McCarty, Chief of Records and Issuance, cover
the main areas of safe driving in four night
sessions.

Wilhoite lectures on the traffic problem, good
and bad driving attitudes, causes of traffic acci-

dents, physical and mental factors in driving,
and the art of driving.

McCarty discusses the qualifications for an
operator's license, driving records, and moral
responsibility in driving.

Sullivan presents the financial responsibility
law, court procedures, and freeway driving.

The driver who maintains an 80 per cent aver-

age on weekly tests and passes the final exami-

nation receives a card testifying that he Iras

"FOOL THE COP"
- A Game of Chance?

This Is No Game

Probably every driver, at one time or another,
plays the game of "fool the cop." Exceed the
speed limit, watch for patrol cars in your rear
view mirror, and keep an eye out for side roads,
popular hang-out- s for sneaky patrolmen.

What most drivers don't realize is that police
officers are not playing games they know that
Selective Enforcement is a th matter.

Enforcement officers do not pull traffic tickets
out of a hat; receiving a citation is not a matter

successfully completed the clinic course. Three
points are deducted from his driving record.

Clinic Earns Approval

One recent clinic graduate wrote Commissioner
Glen Lovern, "I feel much, much good would come
from having more clinics all over the state at
more frequent times and rather than be 'voluntary'
be 'mandatory' for all drivers."

, "I would like nothing better," says Sullivan,
However, he points out that there has been no
expansion of personnel and funds since the pro-

gram began in April.
"Three of us can do just so much -- - it's up to

the Legislature to provide additional funds," he
says.

Violations Equal Points

Meanwhile, Kentucky drivers are busy accumu-

lating points in the following ways:
speeding, under 16 MPH over speed limit 3

points; 16-2- 5 MPH over speed limit 6 points;
26 MPH or more over speed limit 90 days sus-

pension;
commission of a moving hazardous violation

which involves an accident 6 points;
combination of any two or more moving hazard-

ous violations in any one continuous occurrence
6 points;

passing stopped school bus loading or unload-

ing children5 points;
passing in area designated as "no passing"

zone 5 points;
reckless driving 4 points;
driving on wrong side of roadway 4 points;
following too closely for traffic conditions

4 points;
failure to yield right of way to emergency

vehicle 4 points;
running stop sign or electric signal 3 points;
speeding too fast for road conditions but under

the posted speed limit 3 points;
all other moving hazardous violations 3 points.
A driver may have his license suspended im-

mediately for the following reasons:
facing, first offense 90 days suspension;

(For any violation for which the suspension of
the driving privilege is less than six months for
the first offense, the second conviction for a
similar offense results in a suspension period of
not less than one year.)

of "bad luck". The State Police simply do not
have time to play with every motorist who comes
along, so they look for eager players at the places
and times where they are most likely to appear.

The places are the scenes of past accidents;
the times are the hours in which these accidents
occurred.

The State Police keep maps dotted with color-
ed pins, one for every accident. If, over a period
of months, pins begin to cluster in one location,
that spot becomes a prime police target.

If most of the accidents occurred from 4 to 6

p.m., police officers will be at the spot at 4 p.m.
looking for playful motorists.

Not just any driver will receive a "winning"
ticket. Since Selective Enforcement is not a game

I

second offense - 1 year suspension; third or

more offenses 3 year suspension,
operating a motor vehicle in violation of restric-

tions imposed by the Department -'-
- 90 days''

suspension.
attempting to elude peace officer to prevent the

officer from making an arrest for a moving hazard-

ous violation 90 days suspension;
speeding 26 MPH or more over the speed limit

90 days suspension.

QUICK WAYS
TO LOSE YOUR

LICENSE
A driver will lose his license immediately for

periods ranging from six months for the first of-

fense to an indefinite period for three or more
convictions, for the following reasons:

driving under the influence of alcohol or nar-

cotics;
manslaughter or reckless homicide;
perjury or false affidavit to the Department of

Public Safety;
felony involving use of a motor vehicle;
reckless driving 3 convictions within 12

months;
leaving scene of an accident failure to stop

and render aid;
driving while'privilege is suspended ,or revoked;
operating a motor vehicle without an operator's

license.

Sullivan reminds Kentucky drivers that te

convictions are considered for point value
and suspensions.

He also points out that a driver's point record

is based on reports of traffic convictions, for-

feiture of bail, or payment of fines, with or with-

out court appearances.
"Some drivers dismiss the maxim 'Drive safely,

the life you save may be your own'", continued
Sullivan. "They depend on the quirks of fate to
see them through.

"Therefore, the Department of Public Safety
offers them this maxim with a surer reward for

careless driving - 'Drive safely; the license you
save may be your own.' "

of chance, moves are made on the basis of past
experience.

If past accidents at this spot were caused by

drivers who failed to stop at the "Stop" sign,
officers will be looking for drivers who fail to
stop at the Stop sign not speeders.

Of course, if the officer sees someone cheat-
ing on the speed limit, he can call his bluff.

The motorist may feel he is getting a dirty
deal - after all, the police officer can see all
the cards. He knows where ie will be and, when,
and what moves to expect.

But the driver holds the winning cards. If he
obeys the rules, he cannot lose. If he gets caught
cheating, he may be saved from making a fatal
move - his last.


