
THE GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE
More than a year ago, Kentucky lounched an

all-o- ut campaign to reduce the mounting slaughter
on its highways. Since speed is the principal
oouse of serious accidents, we began suspending
the licenses of every convicted excessive speed-

er for a period of 90 days. There are no excep-

tions.
Tbis is one of the most drastic crackdowns

ever undertaken by any state. Since this drive
started, I've hod some interesting letters, visi-

tors, and telephone calls.
Oe man wrote me: "You'll never get my vote

ogatofAnother asked: "What kind of Governor

are you? It's the job of the politician to do fo-vo- rs

for as many people as he can. If you don't
do favors, you won't be a good Governor!"

An attorney said: "You've destroyed the point
system." I even got it from a couple of judges.
Some of my friends are worried over what effect
this clamor will Have on my political future.

The answer is very simple. The only way for a
governor to handle a drive such as this or any

other decision, for that matter is not to worry
about votes. Just do the right thing and the votes
will taVe care of themselves.

I'm convinced that trying to save lives is the
right thing. If the program results in saving the
life of even one unknown person, then it's a suc-

cess. If a number of lives are saved, it would be
a God-sen- d.

Each year thousands of Kentucky citizens give
their time, their efforts, and their money to cancer
drives, to heart drives, to tuberculosis drives,
and to drives to fight all other killer diseases.
There is no limit to the work we will do, the
courage we will show, the sacrifices we will
make to save just one life.

Is it too much, then, to expect people to be
courteous and to obey the motor vehicle laws
and help save lives? If an airplane crashes and
kills 30 persons, it is banner headline news. If a
child on his way home from school is slain in an

insane crime, the state is sickened and aroused.
If a robber shoots a neighbor in a senseless
murder, there is a loud demand for instant retri-

bution. This is the Kentucky and the American
concept a concept that every life is precious.

Yet last year 911 persons were ruthlessly slain
on our state's highways. These are the deaths
of fathers and mothers; college students and

FOR
In Kentucky, we are fortunate in that our Chief

Executive, Governor Edward Breathitt, is very
much concerned with the problem presented by
traffic accidents. Under Governor Breathitt a
vigorous new program has been established
through the framework of the Governor's Coordi-

nating Coonittee for Traffic Safety. The com-

mittee was formed by the Governor last year.
The committee has developed the Kentucky

Action Program for Highway Safety. It was de-

vised while working in close harmony with the
national Insurance Institute for Highway Safety.

Certain aspects of the Governor's program for
traffic safety had already gotten underway prior
to the development of the Action Program. They
include:

1. He approved a state-wid-e public education
program on traffic safety which was under-

taken immediately by the Kentucky De-

partment of Public Safety.
2. He revised Kentucky's Driver Point System

to help save lives on Kentucky highways.
3. He called a state-wid- e conference of

judges, prosecutors, and police chiefs to
stress the need of effective enforcement
of traffic laws by courts and enforcement
officers.

4. A State Citizen's Safety Conference was
established to help bring the message of
traffic safety to as many Kentuckians as
possible.

There are certain other phases of the Action
Program which do not require legislation and
many of these activities are already underway.

They include:
1. Development of a Court Reference manual

for use by traffic judges. This will assist
in the administration of our courts and in
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servicemen; the store clerk; the neighbor next
door; and little boys and girls who are too young

to protect themselves from the dangers of the

adult world.

This is an appalling waste of life. Even more

appalling has been the failure of many of our

public officials and many of our citizens to do

something about it. We have become used to the

ghastly blood-lettin- g on our highways. We have
come to accept highway deaths as inevitable.
Kentuckians, who will move heaven and earth to

save the life of one person, stand idly by while

innocent men, women, and children are killed in

their automobiles.
Many persons think of traffic safety as the job

of public officials only. Let the police do it. Let
the legislature do it. Let the courts do it. Anyone

but me.
It's not as simple as that. There is an individ-

ual responsibility to be assumed. Organizations
have a responsibility too. There must be citizen
understanding and citizen support because there
is always somebody ready to throw a brickbat at
a traffic safety program. There are too many
selfish interests ready to tear it down. There are
too many toes to be stepped on when strict law
enforcement is the key to a drive.

Our county judges, our prosecutors, our police
officials, cannot stand alone in this drive.
They've got to have public support behind them.
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the application of justice in our traffic
courts.

2. Development of a uniform traffic ticket
which it is hoped will be used by all
traffic enforcement agencies within the
state.

3. Conducting of regularly held regional
traffic court conferences.

4. Providing formal education and training for
drivers of state-owne- d vehicles.

5. Improving and implementing the school
. bus training program.

6. Expanding and improving the present
school bus safety inspection program.

7. Expanding and improving the educational
programs relating to school bus safety for
both the pupils and the motoring public.

8. Elimination of all obsolete traffic control
devices.

9. Retraining of all enforcement officers of
the Kentucky State Police.

10. Intensifying the program of highway road-
blocks by Kentucky State Police to appre-
hend licensing violators and other moto-
rists in violation of Kentucky law.

11. Improving and intensifying the state's
public information program on traffic
safety.

12. Upgrading standards of training for am-

bulance drivers within the state.
It is a complex and program. Com-

missioner of Public Safety, Glenn Lovern, serves
as Vice-Chairm- an of the Governor's Coordinating
Committee for Traffic Safety in the development
of this ambitious project.

Other areas of executive responsibilities in-

clude the Point System, the Driver Limitation
Program, and traffic safety promotion.

A traffic safety program in Kentucky or any
other state will be effective only if public opinion
understands the problem and actively supports
the remedial measures. It is a question of edu.
eating the public; of constantly pushing he
program.

It is up to you to impress on your families, on
your neighbors, on your public officials, and on

your communities the need for strict enforcement.
I am convinced that the vast majority of Ken.
tuckians want traffic safety programs. They will

be receptive to your message because the over-

whelming number of Kentuckians have a respect
for law. They are against the "fix" and the
"favor." They want equal treatment for every,
body under the laws of our Commonwealth.

We have made one thing crystal clear from the
beginning of this campaign. Kentucky is not in-

terested in piling up a long list of convictions
and suspensions. Our goal is to slow drivers
down and keep them alive. We won't consider the
program a real success until traffic slows down

to the point where few arrests have to be made.
In this safety campaign we have made an

ironic discovery. The great mass of drivers won't
heed an appeal to slow down to save their own
lives or the lives of their families. But they will
slow down to save their licenses.

While it is obvious that we have made a good

start, let us bear in mind that it is only a start.
Much more remains to be done if the number of
traffic fatalities is to be reduced.

Our safety people know the course that has to
be followed if the catastrophic loss of life on our
highways is to be curbed. But they can't do the
job without citizen support. It is up to you to
marshal that support and put it into life-savi-

action.
This magazine supplement can be an education

and help to all of us. In it, we have outlined part
of our program, not in a sense of presenting a

panacea for curing our highway ills, but to inform

you about the problems and opportunities of high-

way safety, to invite your comments and sugges-

tions. We want to profit from your knowledge and

experience. We want you to profit from our work
and experience.

I am determined to face up to this problem and
work with the people of Kentucky to solve it.
Let us hope that our work will generate suf-

ficient wisdom and enthusiasm to make our high-

ways a path to life and enjoyment instead of a

road to death and tragedy.
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Serving on the Governor's Coordinating Com-

mittee for Traffic Safety are: Honorable Edward
T. Breathitt, Governor, Chairman; Glenn Lovern,
Commissioner of Public Safety, Vice Chairman;
Charles B. Jones, State Coordinator; Tom D.

Isaac, Assistant State Coordinator; Tom Garreft,
Senator, Paducah; Foster Pettit, Representative,
Lexington; Paul Allen, Representative, Glasgow;
Jim Caldwell, Representative, Louisville; Howard
Hunt, Representative, Danville; Ray Corns,
Governor's Office; Miss Cattie Lou Miller, Com-

missioner of Public Information; Dr. Russell E.

Teague, Commissioner of Health; Robert Ma-

tthews, Attorney General; Dr. Harry Sparks,
Superintendent of Public Instruction; Henry Ward,

Commissioner of Highways; William Bivens, Com-

missioner of Insurance; Ben Combs, Commissioner
of Motor Transportation; Judge John Palmore,
Court of Appeals; Colonel James E. Bassett,
Director, Division of State Police, Department of

Public Safety; Dwight Bray, Chief Highway
Engineer; William Galloway, Director, Division of

Traffic, Department of Highways; Louis Yandell,
Director, Pupil Transportation, Department of
Education; and Don Sullivan, Director, Division
of Driver Licensing, Department of Public Safety.


