
WASHINGTON (AP)— In a long-
awaited surge of hiring, companies
added 243,000 jobs in January—
across the economy, up and down the
pay scale and far more than just about
anyone expected. Unemployment fell
to 8.3 percent, the lowest in three
years.
The job growth was the fastest

since last March and April. Before
that, the last month with stronger hir-
ing, excluding months skewed by tem-
porary census jobs, was March 2006.
The unemployment rate came down

by two notches from December. It has
fallen five months in a row, the first
time that has happened since 1994,
two economic booms and two reces-
sions ago.
“The economy is growing stronger,”

President Barack Obama said. “The
recovery is speeding up.”
Indeed, the report Friday from the

Labor Department seemed to rein-
force that the nation is entering a vir-
tuous cycle, a reinforcing loop in
which stronger hiring leads to more
consumer spending, which leads to
even more hiring and spending.
On Wall Street, where investors
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OBITUARIES
Glenn Ballard, 90, Winchester

Margaret Katherine Walsh,
63, Winchester

Robin E. “Robby” Hudson, 59,
Winchester

Bruce Blanton Coates, 58,
Winchester

Frances Louise Yocum, 52,
Winchester
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SPORTS: Cards back to winning ways with 59-44 victory over Mason County — B1

Winchester 10.5 x 2

sleeponthebest.com

Proudly providing a great night’s sleep to Kentuckians
for over ten years!

                120 Stores and Growing
WINCHESTER   Across from Lowe’s  859-744-8344 

120 day
price promise

Find a lower price within 120 days of your purchase 
and we will refund 120% of the difference.* 

120 night
comfort promise

Not comfortable within 120 nights of your purchase? We’ll 
exchange your mattress for one that is right.* 

Proudly providing a great night’s sleep to Kentuckians
for over ten years!

 Owner  & UK grad

Monday – Saturday: Sunday: 12:00pm to 6:00pm

*Conditions apply to the 120 Night Comfort Promise and 120 Day Price Promise – please see store or website for details.

By Keith Taylor
The Winchester Sun

Kevin Hopkins will be the
guest of honor at Super
Bowl XLVI Sunday in In-

dianapolis.
Hopkins, employed at Scott’s

Service and Towing in Winches-
ter, won an all-expenses paid
trip last week during a drawing
sponsored by NBC affiliate
WLEX TV Channel 18 in Lex-
ington. Hopkins entered the
drawing with his sights set on a
92-inch television, but wasn’t
disappointed when his name
was drawn for the Super Bowl
package valued at more than
$9,000. Hopkins was one of
18,000 people who entered to
win one of the prize packages
offered by the station.
“It was unbelievable,” he

said after hearing his name
drawn during the 6:30 a.m.
newscast on Jan. 27. “I’ve never
won nothing like that in my
life. My wife (Tammy) hap-
pened to be off that day and it
was pure excitement for both
of us. I’ve never dreamed of
winning really anything. I was
beyond shocked.”
Although winning the jumbo-

size television was a motivating 
See TRIP, A3

James Mann/jmann@winchestersun.com
Kevin Hopkins won a Super Bowl package worth more than $9,000 during a drawing by NBC affiliate
WLEX TV Channel 18 in Lexington last week and will attend Sunday’s Super Bowl between the New Eng-
land Patriots and New York Giants. Hopkins departed for Indianapolis on Friday with his father Frankie
Hopkins, also of Winchester.

Kevin Hopkins won an all-expenses paid trip
for two to the Super Bowl. And who is he taking?

A shoe-in for
son of the year

Become
our fan!
www.face
book.com

Jobless
rate falls
to lowest
level in
3 years

ECONOMY

Public asked
to honor
fallen sailor
Winchester residents are asked to

fly American flags today through Fri-
day, Feb. 10, in honor of Petty Offi-
cer Second Class Taylor Gallant, who
was killed Jan. 26 during a training
exercise off the coast of North Car-
olina. Funeral services will be today
at First Baptist Church, 32 E. Lex-
ington Ave., at 11 a.m.
Citizens also are asked to line the

streets along the funeral procession,
which will travel north on Main
Street, west on Washington Street,
south on Maple Street and west on
Lexington Avenue to Winchester
Cemetery.

TAYLOR GALLANT


