
substances were seized 
during the investigation 
of the 12 suspects.

Two who were not in-
dicted were also taken 
into custody with the 
“Memphis Crew” after 
an additional $10,000 
and several ounces of 
marijuana were found 
during the arrests Tues-
day.

“They were found 
within the vicinity of the 
arrests, and it would later 
prove they had ties to the 
Memphis Crew, as well,” 
Deaton said.

The FLEX Unit, a high-
profile crime unit with 
Frankfort Police, that 
usually investigates nar-
cotics cases, is searching 
for three more suspects 
in the case.

The street name 
“Memphis Crew” origi-
nated because many of 

the organization’s mem-
bers are originally from 
Memphis, Tenn., accord-
ing to the press release. 

Police are work-
ing with the Common-
wealth Attorney’s Office 
to determine if the al-
leged drug dealers can 
be charged with engag-
ing in organized crime, 
as well.

“The scope of the 
investigation and the 
scope of activity could 
result in the charges ris-
ing to a level of being 
charged with engaging 
in organized crime,” De-
aton said.

The U.S. Drug En-
forcement Administra-
tion, the U.S. Marshal’s 
Service, Kentucky State 
Police and the Franklin 
County Sheriff’s Office 
assisted Frankfort Po-
lice in serving the arrest 
warrants.

Those arrested in-

clude:
nVernell Bowling, 27, 

of Glenns Creek Road, 
three counts of first-de-
gree trafficking in a con-
trolled substance
nLe’Art Tinsley, 38, of 

Pinnacle Court, first-de-
gree trafficking in a con-
trolled substance, and 
possession of marijuana
nAnthony D. Davis, 

25, of 1315 Louisville 
Road, first-degree traf-
ficking in a controlled 
substance, possession of 
drug paraphernalia, and 
being a persistent felony 
offender
nDelvagio Lax, 26, 

Fayette County Deten-
tion Center, first-de-
gree trafficking in a con-
trolled substance
nWalter Johnson, 25, 

of 1315 Louisville Road, 
three counts of first-de-
gree trafficking in a con-
trolled substance, and 
possession of drug para-

phernalia
n Den zel Henne-

gen, 25, of Meadowview 
Drive, two counts of first-
degree trafficking in a 
controlled substance
nRodricus Johnson, 

25, of Marlowe Court, 
two counts of first-de-
gree trafficking in a con-
trolled substance, and 
two counts of being a 
persistent felony offend-
er
nTerrance Sharp, 25, 

of Meadowview Drive, 
first-degree trafficking 
in a controlled substance 
and second-degree per-
sistent felony offender
n Christopher Tony, 

28, of Landings Drive, 
three counts of first-de-
gree trafficking a con-
trolled substance and 
first-degree promoting 
contraband
nAlastair Couch, 35, 

Kentucky State Refor-
matory, one count of 

first-degree trafficking 
in a controlled substance 
and being a persistent 
felony offender. Couch 
was convicted of mur-
dering Tomma Graves.
n Michelle Likens, 

34, of Stockton Road, 
two counts of first-de-
gree trafficking in a con-
trolled substance, first 
offense and two counts 
of second-degree being 
a persistent felony of-
fender.
nRobin Brittney Her-

rell, 25, of Signal Ridge, 
two counts of first-de-
gree trafficking in a con-
trolled substance
nBrandon Byrd, 53, of 

Cincinnati, for traffick-
ing in less than 8 ounces 
of marijuana
nMalcolm Walker, 23, 

of Wildwood Place, for 
trafficking in less than 8 
ounces of marijuana.
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ARRESTS | Crime unit searching for 3 suspects
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BUS | 9 other states allow ads
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

County Public Schools, says 
he’s concerned the ads could 
distract other drivers and 
cause an accident. 

“As a taxpayer, I under-
stand us wanting to raise 
more revenue, but because 
I’m the director of trans-
portation, I also understand 
how dangerous it can be even 
without ads,” he said.

Frankfort Independent 
Board of Education Chair-
man Paul Looney says he 
hasn’t discussed the legisla-
tion with his board, but said 
he’d probably “lean against” 

the idea because of safety 
concerns.

“We have fewer buses 
(than other school districts), 
so I don’t know if whatever 
revenue would be generated 
would be worth it,” he said.

Mills estimated dur-
ing Tuesday’s hearing that 
school districts could gen-
erate between $1,000 and 
$10,000 annually per bus, 
based on similar programs 
in Texas and Colorado. 

He said that money could 
fund programs that have suf-
fered under a bleak budget 
picture, like early childhood 

education and technology.
The Kentucky School 

Boards Association is re-
maining neutral on the bill, 
a representative told legisla-
tors Tuesday.

Schools in New Jersey, Ar-
izona, Colorado, New Mexi-
co, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 
Massachusetts and Nevada 
have started allowing adver-
tising on school buses in re-
cent years. The Florida legis-
lature is considering a simi-
lar bill.

The Associated Press contributed to 
this report.

KILLING | Ragland reportedly back in town
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

rant conviction.
Ragland pleaded guilty to 

amended charges of man-
slaughter during a retrial in 
2007 and was released be-
cause he’d served enough 
time in jail while the case 
went through legal proceed-
ings. He served an additional 
three days of home incarcer-
ation.

It’s the fact that Ragland 
isn’t sitting in a cell that an-
gers the DiGiuro family.

“We don’t think justice 
was done,” Mike DiGiuro 
said. “The guy’s out walking 
around.”

DiGiuro’s family filed 
a wrongful death lawsuit 
against Ragland after the 
criminal case, and a Fayette 
County jury awarded the 
DiGiuros $63.3 million in Au-
gust 2008.

But the DiGiuros have yet 
to see any of that money.

“Not a cent,” Mike DiGiuro 
said.

Shortly after the wrong-

ful death suit was filed, Rag-
land moved to Pennsylvania. 
DiGiuro said he thought Rag-
land moved out of Kentucky 
to avoid paying the civil suit. 

But Ragland’s legal trou-
bles followed him to the east 
coast. 

He served 90 days in a 
Beaver County, Pa., jail start-
ing in February 2009 for driv-
ing under the influence of al-
cohol in October 2008, court 
documents show. 

Police took a blood sam-
ple from Ragland, and his 
blood alcohol level was .252, 
more than three times great-
er than Pennsylvania’s le-
gal limit of .08, according to 
court records. 

Pennsylvania police cit-
ed Ragland again in Janu-
ary 2009, this time for ha-
rassment and driving on a 
suspended license, a Beaver 
County court clerk said. 

Ragland filed a motion 
for a second civil trial in the 
wrongful death suit, but Fay-
ette Circuit Judge Thomas 
Clark overruled it in January 

2009.
Ragland appealed the 

$63.3 million civil decision 
in 2010 with the Court of 
Appeals, but DiGiuro said 
a judge threw that out last 
month.

“Essentially everything 
is over,” DiGiuro said, re-
garding the civil and crimi-
nal court proceedings. “But 
I don’t anticipate to receive 
any money.” 

DiGiuro heard through 
some friends that Ragland 
has moved back to Frank-
fort. He said friends have 
told him they’ve seen Rag-
land around town at restau-
rants and bars, and DiGiuro 
said he’s heard Ragland’s liv-
ing with his mother.

DiGiuro said he has mixed 
feelings about Ragland’s sup-
posed return to Kentucky. 

“It’s kind of like a finger 
in the eye he’s still around, 
but on the other hand, if he’s 
in Kentucky and gets a job, 
I might be able to get some 
money out of him,” DiGiuro 
said, mentioning he could 

try and garnish his wages.
“If I find out he has a job, I 

don’t mind spending $200 to 
collect $100 from him; it’s a 
principle thing.”

Calls to Jerry Ragland, 
Shane Ragland’s father, 
weren’t returned.  

The episode will air 9 p.m. 
Thursday on Investigation 
Discovery, FPB channel 102.

have comparable systems 
in place, and he pushed the 
start date back a year.

“I think we will maybe see 
some changes, but hopefully 
it will pass,” he told The State 
Journal Tuesday, after the 
bill cleared the House Edu-
cation Committee he chairs 
with a unanimous vote.

Lisa Gross, spokeswom-
an for the state Department 
of Education, says the Ken-
tucky Board of Education 
will launch the new system 
through a regulation if the 
bill doesn’t pass.

“We support Rollins’ bill 
because it parallels exact-
ly with what we’re trying to 
do,” she said.

The proposed system is 
more specific than what’s in 
place now, and it gives school 
districts less f lexibility in 
how they evaluate employ-
ees. It’s based on research 
and best practices from oth-
er states, she said.

It’s been in the works 

since Kentucky applied un-
successfully for federal Race 
to the Top funding in 2010, 
Gross said. 

It also plays a key role in 
the state’s request for a waiv-
er from the federal No Child 
Left Behind program; the re-
sults could be released later 
this month.

Steering committees are 
working out the details with 
education advocacy groups, 
and 54 pilot school districts 
– including Frankfort Inde-
pendent Schools – are test-
ing it. Gross says the pilot 
will go statewide next year.

FIS Superintendent Rich 
Crowe says so far the new 
system seems “less cum-
bersome” than the existing 
method. Administrators will 
soon try it out on a handful 
of tenured teachers.

Crowe says he generally 
supports the move to include 
students’ academic progress 
in the evaluation system.

“I don’t think it ought to 
be the only factor, but I think 
teachers definitely ought to 

be held accountable to their 
students,” he said.

The state Department of 
Education will outline how 
much weight to give to each 
of the performance mea-
sures – Gross says officials 
haven’t made any numbers 
public, but could base their 
decisions on states that have 
made similar changes.

Rollins has told the Lex-
ington Herald-Leader that 
making student progress 
count for 30 percent of the 
overall score would be ad-
equate.

That’s the part of the eval-
uation system that seems to 
generate the most discus-
sion among educators and 
the public.

Franklin County Pub-
lic Schools Superintendent 
Harrie Buecker says she’s 
among those who worry 
about it.

“We have, I think, a lot of 
concerns – we’re concerned 
about the way in which the 
data gathered on teachers 
could be used,” she said.

“There are all kinds of sit-
uations out there. One teach-
er could have more strug-
gling students than another, 
and that teacher may work a 
whole lot harder and end the 
year with not as much prog-
ress.”

There’s also trepidation 
because teachers are still 
getting used to the state’s 
new learning standards, 
which will be tested for the 
first time this year, Buecker 
said.

“I know that we have to 
use student achievement da-
ta for performance evalua-
tions – and I think we should 
because that’s what we’re all 
about,” she said.

“But I think we need to 
have a lot of compassion 
and sensitivity as we try this 
for the first time so we can 
maintain a collaborative 
culture of trust in our school 
systems.”

Test scores won’t be the 
lone measure of student 
progress, Gross says. Ken-
tucky kids aren’t tested in 

every subject annually, and 
she says some students just 
take tests better than others. 

Rollins acknowledged 
Tuesday that progress could 
be tough to track at the mid-
dle and high school level, 
where students have multi-
ple teachers.

“There are lots of ways to 
determine that,” Gross said, 
including annual state tests, 
regular classroom exams 
and other student work.

It could be up to teach-
ers to observe how their stu-
dents are doing and keep re-
cords of it, she said. She lik-
ened it to annual evaluations 
that other working profes-
sionals are used to.

Crowe says teachers could 
keep a portfolio of evidence 

pointing to their students’ 
progress.

“That’s how we will be 
measuring it, along with test 
results showing where kids 
have moved from the begin-
ning of the year to the end of 
the year,” he said.

The new system doesn’t 
address discipline or dis-
missal of teachers. That will 
still be up to local school dis-
tricts’ policies and the con-
tracts they have with teach-
ers, Gross said.

“That’s not the ultimate 
goal of this system,” she said. 
“The ultimate goal is to im-
prove performance.”

Officials will likely dis-
cuss the issue at February’s 
meeting of the state Board of 
Education.

TEACHERS | Proposal would be more specific than what’s in place
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

LOUISVILLE

Cheerleader in court
(AP) — Sarah Jones, a high school teacher 

and Cincinnati Bengals cheerleader, had her 
life ruined by a website.

Now Jones, who taught at Dixie Heights 
High School until resigning in November, 
will get her day in court with the owner of the 
website, Hooman Karamian, who goes by the 
name Nik Richie, over posting her picture 
and lurid allegations about her sex life.

U.S. District Judge William O. Bertelsman 
set a June 4 trial date in Covington for Jones’ 
defamation and invasion of privacy suit.

SOMERSET

Smoking ban on agenda
(AP) — City officials in Somerset are again 

considering a smoking ban.
Officials passed the first reading of an or-

dinance this week that would ban smoking 
in public areas that are enclosed, including 
stores and restaurants, the Commonwealth 
Journal reported.
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