
will be in action this weekend.
That is quite a difference from 

just getting better and winning three 
matches.

“I have come a long way,” Kaelin 
says with a smile. After Saturday’s 
regional tournament, Kaelin has won 
40 of 47 matches this year. He comes 
in at a svelte 193 pounds on his 6-foot-
1-inch frame.

“Travis has completely transformed 
himself as a wrestler,” Anderson coach 
Graham Carlton says. 

First, Kaelin simply got in shape. He 
says he did that “working out, working 
out and working out and eating right.”

But beyond the training table, 
Kaelin has become an accomplished 
competitor on the mat. He surprised 
many when he was named the Most 
Outstanding Wrestler at the presti-
gious Woodford County Invitational 
just after Christmas. 

“From out of nowhere, he has put 
himself in a position to earn a medal 
at state,” Carlton said. “He works hard 
at practice every day, and he has a 
much sharper focus this year than in 
years past.”

Even those who just follow the 
Bearcat wrestling program have 
noticed the difference.

“He is a kid that when he came out, 
I thought would never last four years,” 
says Bearcat fan Mike Fitzpatrick, 
whose son, Chris is one of Kaelin’s 
teammates. “He has gone from being 
that bad, to being one of the finest 
wrestlers in the state. 

“It is all because of his hard work 
and total dedication.”

It has been quite a ride for a young 
man who simply followed his older 
brother, Ricky, and joined the team. “I 
thought it looked like fun and wanted 
to do it.”

But no one could have envisioned 
Kaelin’s meteoric rise to the top. 

“Between my junior and senior 
years, I worked a lot with Coach Cas-

tle,” says Kaelin, who hopes to wrestle 
in college while studying for a career 
in civil engineering. 

Castle, however, accepted the chal-
lenge to practically build the Scott 
County program from scratch just 
before school started. In stepped Carl-
ton, who had been Anderson’s first 
state wrestling qualifier a decade 
before. “He is a lot like Coach Castle,” 
Kaelin says, “but there is a lot more 
conditioning.”

Last Saturday, Carlton and Kaelin 
embraced after Kaelin defeated Cen-
tral Hardin’s Brett Rafn to advance to 
the state. The decisive win, however, 
had come in the consolation semi-
finals as Kaelin had dropped a deci-
sion to North Hardin’s Darrius Parrot 
in the championship semis.

“I wrestled like crap,” Kaelin said. “I 
could have beaten him if I had wres-
tled better. Coach told me you have to 
forget about that and focus on getting 
to the state.”

The loss to Parrot had been the rub 
at the region. Despite being ranked 
fifth statewide, Kaelin was behind 
Parrot and eventual champion B.J. 
Carman of LaRue County. There was 
little room for error in the regional 
tournament.

Not only did Kaelin handle Rafn, 
he returned to the mat to pin John 
Hardin’s Mark Thompson for third 
place. The match lasted just 24 sec-
onds, but was important for the state 
seeding. As a three-seed at the state, 
Kaelin will be away from a regional 
champion in the first round of the 
state tournament.

It might not matter. “You have to go 
out every time,” Kaelin says. “There 
are people that sneak in under those 
rankings. They are under the radar.”

Even though he’s now one of Ken-
tucky’s best, Travis Kaelin knows all 
about being under the radar. 

“I feel pretty good about it,” Kaelin 
says of his state chances. “I am still 
ranked No. 5 in the state.”

Comment at www.theandersonnews.
com.

10 Anderson wrestlers who qualified 
for the state tournament, to be held 
Friday and Saturday, Feb. 17-18, at 
Alltech Arena at the Kentucky Horse 
Park in Lexington.

Four other Anderson wrestlers 
placed second 
in the program’s 
best showing at 
the regional tour-
nament in recent 
memory. As a 
team the Bearcats 
finished sec-
ond with 214.50 

points, well behind top-ranked LaRue 
County. A perennial power, LaRue fin-
ished with 270 points and won eight of 
the 14 weight classes. 

The top four wrestlers in each 
weight class advance to this week’s 
tournament.

“I thought we had a couple of kids 
that could have done better but team-
wise we did well,” Anderson coach 
Graham Carlton said. 

Two other Anderson wrestlers, Aus-
tin Dillow and T.W. Stockton, went into 
the regional tournament seeded No. 1, 
but both dropped overtime decisions 
in the championship bout. 

Dillow went down to defeat in the 
132-pound final when LaRue’s Ray-
mundo Perez scored on a reversal with 
31.4 seconds to go in overtime. Dillow 
and Perez traded reversals in a wild 
final 20 seconds of regulation to send 
the match to overtime at 3-3. Perez had 
taken the lead with 19 seconds to go, 
but Dillow responded 14 seconds later 
to send the bout to the extra period.

Stockton saw an 8-5 lead over John 
Hardin’s Marquis Fleet slip away in 
the final minute of the 138-pound 

final. Fleet scored on an escape, then 
was awarded a takedown with 8 sec-
onds to go in regulation. 

Stockton and Fleet went to three 
overtimes before Fleet scored a take-
down to win the match in a bit of 
an upset. Stockton was ranked ninth 
statewide in the final season rankings 
released Monday.

“It was terrible to be seeded No. 1 
and go down like that,” Carlton said of 
Dillow and Stockton.

Anderson’s Chris Fitzpatrick fell 
to LaRue’s top-ranked Jordan New-
berry, 8-3, in the 220-pound final while 
LaRue’s Bernard Ray, also ranked No. 
1, pinned Alex Swartz just 30 seconds 
into the 182 championship match.

Travis Kaelin, ranked fifth in the 
state, but seeded third in the ultra-
competitive 195-pound class, Lane 
Bicknell (120 pounds), Zack Perry (152) 
and Jake Vincent (160) all move on to 
the state tournament as third-place 
finishers while Chris McDaniel goes in 
as a four-seed.

“Bicknell finished a little better 
than we expected,” Carlton noted. 

Kaelin is Anderson’s highest-ranked 
wrestler, but Dillow, Stockton and Fitz-
patrick are all ranked in the state’s Top 
10. As a team, Anderson is curiously 
ranked 20th after spending much of 
the season in the Top 15 as a team.

“I think we have several that could 
easily reach the medal round,” Carlton 
said.

That includes Spencer, who was 
ranked 19th statewide, even after win-
ning a regional crown. Carlton thinks 
Spencer has a shot to make a run at 
being Anderson County’s first state 
wrestling champion. 

“I think he will do really well at the 
state. The 145 class is wide open across 
the state,” Carlton said. 

Comment at www.theandersonnews.
com.
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SCORE A FREE 
HALF-PAGE AD

and some free pizza!

Call Don West or Janie Bowen at  839-6906
or email advertising@theandersonnews.com

to get in the game.

The Anderson News
1080 Bypass South, Lawrenceburg • 502-839-6906 • www.theandersonnews.com

When our readers test their predictive 
prowess in our annual Bracket Contest,

advertisers can win big too!

All bracket contest advertisers will be invited to a 
pizza party sponsored by Th e Anderson News at

Edwardo’s Pizza & Subs
to fi nd out which two teams they should be

pulling for in the tournament.
Th e advertiser whose team wins the tourney

will win a free half-page ad!

Anderson County

YOU ALSO CAN SIGN UP AT ACLITTLELEAGUE.COM

FEB. 18
9 a.m.-2 p.m.
at Emma B. Ward &

Robert B. Turner
elementary schools

Little League
LATE Sign-ups

EVALUATIONS
Feb. 19 • 1-5 p.m.

Source:  Advertising and Media Use 
in Kentucky (June 2010, American 

Opinion Research)

This fact brought to you by the 
Kentucky Press Association 

and its 162 member newspapers.

61% of Kentuckians 
say newspapers are 

their primary source for 
advertising information .

13% mentioned 
another medium.

That’s a 4 ½ -to-1 
advantage for newspapers.

If it were a basketball 
game, you’d be leaving 

at half-time.

to1

Continued from Page B1

WRESTLING

Continued from Page B1

KAELIN

Christian Academy 
drops games 

From staff reports
Last Tuesday the 

Christian Academy of 
Lawrenceburg boys’ 
basketball team dropped 
a  46-44 decision to Pend-
leton Christian Academy. 
The game was played in 
Florence. 

Christian Academy 
had defeated Pendleton 
in a game earlier this 
season.

The Rams gave the 
Praisers several chances 
to get back in the game 
after leading, 25-18 at 
halftime. 

The Christian Acad-
emy guards set the tone 
of the Rams’ attack with 
good outside shooting. 
Jared Slaughter had 12 
points and Dillon Harper 
led the team with 16 
points. 

The Rams also had 
good post play from 
Jason Smith, who scored 
8 points. 

The Rams had the 
lead going into the 
fourth quarter when the 
Praisers caught fire and 

used good hustle to catch 
up in the last few min-
utes. The teams traded 
baskets until the last 
seconds. 

Pendleton hit two free 
throws with 5.4 seconds 
to play, then The Rams, 
behind by two points, 
mishandled the inbound 
pass and the opportunity 
to tie the game. 

Sometimes how a 
player handles a loss is 
more often a view of 
his character than his 
attitude in the midst of 
a win. 

This became evident 
in the game that the 
Rams lost, 64-41, at Cor-
nerstone in Shelbyville, 
the third meeting 
between the schools this 
year.  

The Rams did not 
have the spark to win 
against a good team like 
the Bulldogs. 

When teams that are 
equal  in talent, it comes 
down to who wants to 
win the  game the most. 

Though Cornerstone 
led from the tip off, the 

Rams could have been in 
the thick of the game if 
they had just hit layups.  

As a team they missed 
those put backs over and 
over. 

But the big surprise 
of the game was in the 
fourth quarter when 
Christian Academy 
coach Cory Robinson 
pulled his starters and 
played his bench players. 

The reserves came 
out with a lot of hustle 
and drive attempting to 
make their playing time 
in the game to really 
count. The bench came 
out and played really 
well and set the tone for 
the end of the game. 

The 3M’s, Matthew 
Robinson, Michael Kui-
per and Michael Cooper, 
outscored the rest of the  
team’s total numbers in 
the first three quarters. 

Robinson said, “We are 
struggling right now, and 
we just need to get back 
to basics or our season 
will be be done.”

Comment at www.the-
andersonnews.com.
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CONFERENCE CHAMPS
The Anderson County Middle School boys’ eighth-grade basketball team won the championship 
of the NCAA Division of the Mid-Kentucky Athletic Conference Tournament, defeating top-
seeded Bardstown, 36-33, in the final at Bardstown High School. Team members are, front row, 
from left: Jordan Morgan, Daniel Blackhurst, Bailey Sayre, Evan Flora, Lane Marquardt, Andrew
Mitchell and Chase Begley. Second row: Dylan Boone, Joe Dan Crawford, Nathan McGregor and 
Mason Hardin. Back row: Assistant coach Brandon Phillips, assistant coach Willie Goodlett, Josh 
Quire, Kyler Campbell, Adam Hardin, Tanner Walker, head coach Ken Fenwick and assistant 
coach Chris Holt.

CHRISTIAN ACADEMY OF LAWRENCEBURG

More wrestling 
photos online

For more photos from 
the Region 2 Wrestling 
Tournament, see www.
theandersonnews.com.


