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NURSES

marker designating Waldridge’s years of service. 
“That let’s everyone know they are a veteran,” 

Darnell said of the foot marker. 
The late Neil Brothers, who lived across the road 

from the cemetery, told Darnell more veterans may 
buried without foot markers. 

“That got me thinking,” Darnell said, “well, maybe 
there’s others.” 

Darnell has spent years cataloguing those buried 
at Fairview cemetery, and years taking the little 
information headstones offer — names, date of birth 
and date of death — and attempting to find other 
unknown veterans. 

Most are Union soldiers, Darnell said. Fairview 
cemetery, he said, sat on the line between those 
who joined up with the Union Army, and those who 
served in the Confederacy. One veteran Darnell has 
found served in the Spanish-American War, and sev-
eral served in World War I and II. 

His research has led to interesting results, such as 
discovering that Confederate captain John Barnett 
was not a deserter, as his relatives were led to believe, 
but rather a prisoner of war. 

Darnell has found 12 veterans buried at Fairview 
cemetery, registered as veterans in military records as 
having served, but with no grave markers to signify 
or remember their service. 

Darnell and church elder Scotty Peach have now 
catalogued every grave into a computer spreadsheet, 
a process that took about eight weeks. 

Peach said he first became interested in finding 
foot markers for veterans through his work as an 
elder in cataloguing the gravesites. 

Now he’s on board with Darnell in showing respect 
for those who have served by fundraising to pur-
chase foot markers for every veteran. 

One 1x2 foot marker can cost anywhere from $450-
1,000, Darnell and Peach said. They’ve received three 
free foot markers from the Veterans Administration, 
but need to acquire the rest through their own funds 
and donations. 

“It’s important to me,” Darnell said. 
Peach agreed. 
“That’s our goal, to have every soldier in Fairview 

cemetery have a foot stone,”he said.

Comment at theandersonnews.com.
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SOLDIERS

aid who receive services 
from school nurses. 

“Each time a student 
is seen by one of the 
nurses, we file a claim 
with Medicaid,” he said. 
“If we file for a dollar, we 
have to reimburse 28.8 
cents to the state.” 

But according to cur-
rent tends in decreased 
Medicaid funding for 
the state, Todd said, the 
health department will 
most likely be respon-
sible for an increase in 
state reimbursement. 

“The way the trend 
is going, there just isn’t 
going to be enough dol-
lars for everyone,” he 
said.

Todd said he was 
unsure of the exact 
amount of revenue the 
health department has 
received through the 
Medicaid match, and has 
not been able to compile 
that data at this time.

Todd cited the salary 
cuts of the regular clinic 
staff as one reason for 
requesting funds from 
the school board. 

“If we’re asking the 
employees to take less, 
there’s certainly noth-
ing wrong with asking 
the school to reimburse 
us for a little bit more 
money,” Todd said in a 
follow-up interview.  

The health board will 
consider other options, 
Todd said, if the board 
of education decides not 
to supply the needed 
$9,360 such as cutting 
two hours out of every 
work week per nurse, 
or eliminating hours on 

in-service days, which 
are usually dedicated for 
data entry. 

Derek Shouse, direc-
tor of student services, 
emphasized the nurses’ 
roles in caring for stu-
dents, as well as their 
needed assistance with 
keeping up to date on 
medical immunization 
records and other medi-
cal data. 

 “We have very dedi-
cated nurses in these 
positions,” he said. “I 
want to emphasize how 
needed these positions 
are to our school.” 

Board member Lee 
Hahn agreed. 

“I think it’s a good 
investment,” Hahn said 
of the $9,360 request, say-
ing the current nursing 
staff may be less expen-
sive to employ than con-
tracting new nurses. “I’d 
be willing to cut back on 
a few field trips or new 
uniforms.”

Board vice chairman 
James Sargent echoed 
Hahn in his opinion.  

“And that’s my main 
concern, what the kids 
are getting,” he said. “It 
doesn’t bother me to 
spend money if I know 
some kid’s getting ser-
vice.” 

Chairman Roger 
McDowell, however, 
cautioned against com-
mitting to the increase 
in funding for the school 
nurse contract before 
exploring other options. 

“Our job here is to 
manage money for our 
schools,” he said. “I don’t 
know if we can afford 
increases in any area.” 

The school nurse 
contract with the health 
department increased by 
$10,000 for the 2011-2012 

school year, Mitchell said, 
compared to the $102,000 
contract paid for by the 
district last year. 

“I think it was very 
good for the health 
board chair to have a dis-
cussion with our board 
early on, as we’re both 
planning budgets,” she 
said. 

The contract with 
the health department 
will not be officially 
eligible for renewal for 
the upcoming year until 
April.  

No action was taken 
by the school board on 
the discussion of school 
nurses provided by the 
health department. 

Todd later said he felt 
confident the board of 
education would honor 
the health department’s 
funding request. 

“I feel very confident 
that they will, just from 
general feedback,” he 

said. 
The board of health 

will make its final deci-
sion on its budget at its 
Feb. 15 meeting. 

 “Hopefully, we don’t 
have to come back next 
year,” Todd said of the 
funding request. “And 
hopefully, [the board of 
education] can help us.” 

Board moves kindergarten 
to Turner, daycare to Ward 

The board also unani-
mously voted to move 
three kindergarten class-
es to Robert B. Turner 
Elementary due to the 
lack of space available at 
the future Ezra B. Spar-
row Early Childhood 
Center. 

In addition to the 
kindergarten classes, the 
existing ECC daycare 
will be moved to Emma 
B. Ward Elementary for 
the upcoming school 
year. 

At this point in the 
school year, ECC princi-
pal Melissa Lentz said, 
the Early Childhood Cen-
ter has 16 preschool and 
26 kindergarten students 
in daycare. 

The Anderson News 
reported that the new 
ECC building does not 
have the necessary 
square feet to house all 
current classes of kinder-
garten and the daycare 
and regional training 
centers, and that some 
classrooms must be relo-
cated to other existing 
elementary schools in 
the district. 

Robert B. Turner Ele-
mentary will now be the 
new home for three kin-
dergarten classrooms, or 
about 72 students, for the 
upcoming school year. 

“As far as we’re con-
cerned, this is a tempo-
rary solution,” board 
member Benita Young 

said. 
Hahn agreed. 
“We’re four rooms 

away from a perfect situ-
ation,” he said. “It’s not 
going to be the best case 
scenario; we’re trying to 
do the best with what 
we’ve got to work with.” 

Mitchell said she does 
not foresee having to 
hire new staff, and that 
she and affected build-
ing principals will be 
deciding staff allocations 
and relocations within 
the next few weeks. 

 “We want to make 
sure they are equitable 
and even,” Mitchell said. 

The board of educa-
tion decided to table a 
decision to on where 
to relocate the current 
regional training center 
to the board’s Jan. 20 
meeting.

Comment at theander
sonnews.com.
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Wayne Darnell of Lawrenceburg looks for a gravestone of an 
unmarked soldier, one of 12 veterans in the Fairview Christian 
cemetery without foot markers. 


