
A2    |    Wednesday, February 15, 2012     |    The Anderson News FROM THE FRONT

1106 Alton Station Road
Next to Fraine’s Body Shop
at the intersection of
Alton Station Road and Hwy. 151

Family Owned & Operated

SEE KENT OR GARY FOR A GOOD DEAL! COME ON OUT & WE’LL TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY!

DEAL OF THE WEEK

1998 Z71 4x4 Pickup
$4,999

2004 Chrysler Pacifi ca ................. $7,999
2005 Chevy Trailblazer 4x4 .......$6,999
2006 Chevy HHR LT ......................$5,999
2001 Ford Ranger Ex-Cab 4x4 ....$5,999
2004 Mazda 6 .................................$5,999

1993 Ford Crown Victoria .............$3,999
1998 Olds Intrigue ..........................$3,999
2003 Olds Alero .............................$2,999
1999 Chevy Malibu ........................$2,500
1995 Chrysler Concorde ................$1,750

CHECK OUT THESE GREAT VALUES!

First Baptist Church

February 19 ~ 6 p.m.
111 North Main St., Lawrenceburg
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probation and having his hours cut to 
100 per month for a variety of reasons, 
not the least of which was his inability 
to solve the health department’s wors-
ening financial situation.

Todd said Hurley offered a letter of 
resignation, a portion of which Todd 
will read during tonight’s health board 
meeting.

“He thanked the board and the com-
munity for the time he spent here,” 
said Todd. “He didn’t sound bitter at all. 
It was very nice and well written.

“He didn’t state any reasons for leav-
ing, just that he is moving on.”

Hurley was targeted directly by 
Judge-Executive John Wayne Conway, 
a member of the health board who last 
year openly called for him to be fired 
for financial and community-relations 
problems.

On Monday, Conway said he’s glad 
Hurley is gone.

“I think this is a good thing for 
Anderson County,” Conway said. “I 
think now we can move forward and 
bring respect back to the Anderson 

County Health Department and create 
a better working environment for the 
citizens of this county, as well for the 
health department’s employees.”

Todd said current health depart-
ment employees have already 
expressed interest in the interim posi-
tion, and that he expects that one of 
them will be appointed.

The health board will likely dis-
cuss those candidates in closed session 
tonight, then make a final decision in 
public.

Todd said he expects the health 
board will then create a hiring com-
mittee and begin advertising to fill the 
position. He said state health officials 
in Frankfort would screen applicants 
to ensure they are qualified, and 
return the names of those who are.

“I would think the board would 
appoint a hiring committee,” Todd 
said, “and recommend a name to the 
full board.”

Although Hurley leaves with a 
part-time job, Todd said it hasn’t been 
decided if the interim director will 
also be part-time.

“That person doesn’t have to be,” 
Todd said. “We can decide that.”

Comment at theandersonnews.com
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HURLEY

unfortunate choice of 
words,” adding that at 
the time of Melton’s 
statement, his office had 
yet to be given informa-
tion it needs to make a 
decision.

“The decision will be 
based on the initial ev-
idence, as well as facts 
and information not 
previously presented. 
This will include a full 
review of the evidence 
gathered from all parties 
involved,” Sparks said in 
a statement.

Lucas, who in 2011 
made the county’s most 
DUI arrests, was report-
edly a passenger in a 
minivan being driven 
by a 19-year-old woman 
when the van hit guard-
rail on US 127 and landed 
on its side around in 
Franklin County.

According to a report 
released by the Franklin 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Lucas first told deputies 
that he didn’t know who 
was driving the vehicle, 
then later gave them the 

woman’s wrong name.
Witnesses at the scene 

said they heard Lucas 
telling the woman to 
“run,” which he denied. 

Once police arrived, 
they said they found 
Lucas behind a fence 
on private property, and 
were unable to locate the 
woman.

The woman, Court-
ney Chesser, was 
found around 4 a.m. in 
Lawrenceburg by the 
Lawrenceburg Police 
Department. She told 
officers that she was the 
one driving the van, and 
that Lucas was perform-
ing a sexual act on her, 
which caused her to take 
her eyes off the road and 
crash.

Chesser was charged 
with leaving the scene of 
the accident.

Television station 
WLEX 18 in Lexington 
showed video of the acci-
dent later that morning, 
including Lucas stand-
ing along side the road. 
The footage also showed 
another Lawrenceburg 
police officer, Sgt. Les 
Vogt, administering 
what appeared to be an 
alcohol breath test at the 

scene, despite being out-
side of the department’s 
jurisdiction.

Last Tuesday, Lt. Chris 
Atkins of the Lawrence-
burg Police Department 
said he and Vogt were 
contacted by the Frank-
lin County Sheriff’s 
Office and administered 
the breath test as part of 
an internal investigation.

Lawrenceburg Mayor 
Edwinna Baker said last 
Tuesday she offered 
Lucas a chance to resign 
and when he did, the 
city’s internal investiga-
tion into the incident 
stopped.

Atkins said Lucas 
was offered a chance to 
resign for what occurred 
that night despite 
not being criminally 
charged.

“The intoxication and 
wreck played a small 
part in it,” said Atkins. 
“There’s nothing against 
the law about being in a 
vehicle intoxicated.

“It was his dishonesty 
at the scene with depu-
ties from Franklin Coun-
ty and telling [Chesser] 
to run.”

Asked why he thinks 
Lucas was not charged 

with giving false state-
ments to police or alco-
hol intoxication in a 
public place, Aktins said, 
“I can’t answer that.”

Atkins added that 
Chesser’s claim of a 
sexual encounter lead-
ing up to the accident 
“didn’t weigh into the 
decision” to accept his 
resignation.

Comment at theander-
sonnews.com.
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CHARGED

File photo

Brandon Hurley, right, watches at former health board chairman Dr. Andrew Bustin cuts a rib-
bon during an open house for the new health building last year.
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KING IN ACTION
State Rep. Kim King (right), R-Harrodsburg (55th District) speaks recently with Rep. Ron Crimm (center), R-Louisville (33rd Dis-
trict) and Rep. Tom Kerr, R-Taylor Mill (64th District) on the floor of the Kentucky House of Representatives in Frankfort. King 
represents Anderson County as part of the 55th District.


