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COUNTY NEWS
Could Rate Increases be on the Horizon

for the Sanitation Department?

By Michael Toon
Carlisle Weekly
The Carlisle County Sanita-

tion Board met in regular ses-

sion on February 21, 2012.

Amongst the topics of discus-

sion at the monthly meeting

were the problems that the

cities of Arlington and Bard-

well were having paying their

bills. 

In the sanitation department

financial report it was re-

vealed that the problem of not

covering bills not only lies

within the cities, the problem

lies in the sanitation depart-

ment itself. 

A ledger balance of

$1,299.25 was showing at the

beginning of the meeting,

with an added $9,500 coming

in as a form of payment from

the city of Bardwell, bringing

the balance to $10,799.25.

The outstanding bills that

were to be approved later on

in the meeting were

$17,255.51. This shows that

the sanitation department

overall is feeling the crunch,

along with the cities. 

Carlisle County Judge Exec-

utive Terry discussed the op-

tions that lie before the

sanitation department. Terry

said that the Environmental

Protection Agency (EPA) has

mandated that the sanitation

department increase the size

of their reservoir to 750,000

gallons. Terry commented

that the sanitation department

would not borrow the money

for this project, and that the

only thing that the sanitation

department knows to do is

turn it over to the EPA, have

their people come down and

shut Arlington and Bardwell

off. In that event, the EPA

would come in and fine the

cities of Bardwell and Arling-

ton $10,000 per day. That was

an option that the board

wanted to avoid and began to

discuss options to avoid that. 

After discussion the possi-

bility of a rate increase was

brought to the forefront.

Bardwell Mayor Philip King

said that when the first sewer

increase passed, it wasn’t

enough. As documented in

last week’s Carlisle Weekly,

the City of Bardwell would

have to increase their sewer

rates some $17.00 per cus-

tomer to just break even.

“There simply isn’t any other

way around it, our cities and

sanitation department are

going to have to raise the

rates,” King said. 

Jada Burgess, representative

from the City of Arlington,

echoed what King said about

his auditor’s reports. “Our au-

ditors, along with Bardwell

auditors, have told us that op-

erating at this loss cannot

continue,” Burgess said. 

The subject of infiltration

came up and City of Bardwell

Utilities Manager Robin

Phelps said that the system in

both cities is broken down

and despite two phases of

sewer rehabilitation, the sys-

tem is still leaking. “When

you have 50 year-old clay

tiles there is infiltration

everywhere,” Phelps said. 

Jerry Bowman, Carlisle

County Sanitation Plant Man-

ager, said that EPA regula-

tions have also put a strain on

the finances of the sanitation

department. “Once we spend

the money to comply with

their standards, the standards

change again where more

money has to be spent. Add

that into the strain that the in-

frastructure is feeling now

with the breaking down of

pumps and that is a signifi-

cant amount of money,”

Bowman said. Bowman said

that pumps that usually have

to be replaced every two to

five years are now being re-

placed every other year due to

the amount of water the sys-

tem is pumping and at

$17,000 to replace those

pumps, that eventually adds

up. 

It’s a problem that many

cities and counties are faced

with across the area. In Led-

better, Kentucky, sewer and

water customers saw a 30%

increase in their bills and that

could be a preview of what

could be happening in

Carlisle County soon or face

fines and further regulations

from the EPA. 

Bardwell Mayor Philip King

said that for years Carlisle

County officials have done

what they can to keep taxes

and rates low and now those

rates are 50 years behind

schedule and people living in

2012 are now paying for

those low rates that were en-

forced and not increased

steadily throughout the years. 

Jerry Bowman echoed those

sentiments and added that the

growth of Carlisle County or

any county depends on the

health of its infrastructure and

the money that goes into it to

maintain it. “The growth of

Carlisle County depends on

its infrastructure and if we

want to continue growth, the

growth comes at a price,”

Bowman said. 

4-Hers Receive Awards at Hall of Fame Awards Banquet

TEAM (Together Everyone Accomplishes More) Award –
Carlisle County 4-H Health Rocks! Youth Adult Partner-
ship – Lisa Adams and Bradley Meinders accepting
award on behalf of partnership.  Other partnership mem-
bers include Karen Elliott, Haylie Hobbs, Amy Foster-
vold, Derik Elliott, Sawyer Rambo, and Katie Handley.

ABOVE- Kyle Yancy and Kip
Ellington accept the 4-H
Partners in Progress Award
on behalf of the Jackson
Purchase Agricultural Credit
Association at the KY 4-H
Hall of Fame Banquet held
at the Bluegrass Ballroom at
the Lexington Civic Center
on February 10.

RIGHT- 4-H Shooting Sports
Certified Volunteer – Russell
Ellegood


