
“Berea Citizens for 
Common Sense on 25N,” 
and are organizing a 
meeting on February 7 at 
City Hall at 6:30 p.m. for a 
public discussion with the 
city and its citizens.

The Kentucky Depart-
ment of Transportation 
and the City of Berea 
presented the design for 
the five-lane expansion 
of Highway 25 North at 
a public meeting on Jan. 
12, where many people 
expressed their concerns 
and objections. The State 
of Kentucky already 
owns the right of way for 
the expansion, land they 
purchased in 1948 when 
preparing for the origi-
nal construction of the 
highway. Businesses and 
homes, for the most part, 
have built up parking lots 
and yards on this state 
right of way over the last 
six decades.

The expanded high-
way, which would run 
from Ellipse Street to the 
bypass, has been placed 
in the state budget, with 
construction slated to be-
gin this fall or the spring 
of 2013. The group Berea 
Citizens for Common 
Sense, however, are hop-
ing to stop those plans.

“Our goal is to stop the 
process of the five lane 
highway,” Dan Sipple 
said, owner of the Sipple’s 
Chiropractic and Wellness 
Center. He stated that he 
would be losing all of his 
parking if the five lane ex-
pansion goes through.

Sipple continued, “Our 
point is let’s finish the 
bypass and then see how 
the traffic patterns are, be-
cause the use of Highway 
25 should go down.”

City Administrator 
Randy Stone said they 
have been lobbying the 
legislature since 2005 for 
funding to expand High-
way 25 N, since the area 
has had such congested 
traffic as vehicles are go-
ing in and out of town, 
plus entering and exiting 
businesses along the high-
way. 

“We as a staff have eval-
uated all the entrances 
and exits to Berea for the 
last 15 years,” Stone said. 
“For Prospect Street, we 
received federal funding 
for that, and around 12 
years ago we were able 
to use state funding for 
highway 595. With the 
schools out by Highway 
25 North, the congestion 
has increased even more, 
so we knew there needed 
to be expansion.”

The completion of 
the bypass has not been 
scheduled, complicat-
ing the plan to wait for 
the 25N project until it’s 
done. It is on the state’s 

list of approved projects, 
but funding has not been 
allocated. Funding for the 
Highway 25 North ex-
pansion, several millions 
worth, is coming out of a 
different pot of money, 

The property owners, 
according to Sipple, know 
that expansion is neces-
sary for the highway, 
but they believe that five 
lanes are overkill. They 
would like to see one 
turning lane added in-
stead, to solve the conges-
tion problems. This may 
be a hard sell, however, 
since the Kentucky De-
partment of Transporta-
tion did a traffic study this 
past summer, resulting in 
the recommendation for 
building five lanes.

“They plan on building 
a road that is sufficient for 
2030,” Stone said. “The 
state takes the traffic pat-
terns, and then has a for-
mula they use to estimate 
traffic in 20 years.”

The plan is for the ex-
panded highway to allow 
traffic to keep moving at 
all times, with a pedestri-
an sidewalk on the west 
side and a ten foot wide 
shared-use pathway on 
the east side.

Keith Taylor, who lives 
on the 600 block of Rich-
mond Road, has been 
concerned about the ex-
pansion not only because 
of losing half of his front 
yard, but also for safety 
reasons.

“I’ve got a house full 
of teenagers, coming 
and going, just learning 
to drive,” Taylor said. 
“It already scares me to 
death with them pulling 
out with two lanes, but to 
have five lanes, that’s go-
ing to be a lot of road.”

Taylor stated that he 
didn’t know about the 
state owned right of way 
when he purchased his 
home, which would have 
prevented him from buy-
ing it. The foundation of 
the home had to be fixed 
when they dynamited for 
the bypass. With a rock 
shelf in front of his home, 
he is sure they will have 
to dynamite his yard for 
the highway expansion.

“You can imagine what 
will happen to my foun-
dation when they’re dy-
namiting right in front of 
my home,” Taylor said.

Stone admitted that 
the expansion from two 
lanes to five lanes is the 
biggest change for a road 
that the City of Berea has 
experienced, affecting 
more property owners 
and business than any 
project conducted before. 
Even the bypass, he said, 
involved land that was 
not occupied for the most 
part.

Sipple stated that 90 
percent of all the business 
located on Highway 25 
North were represented 
at the meeting on Satur-

day, with approximately 
25 people in attendance. 
Locally owned businesses 
as well as chains will have 
their property significant-
ly affected by the expan-
sion, with Circle K, Sipple 
Chiropractic, Berea Drug, 
Linville Insurance, Mc-
Donalds, AT&T and Davis 
and Hilton to name a few.

Many representatives 
will be present at the Feb. 
7 meeting at City Hall, 
and they are hoping staff 
from the City of Berea 
as well as the general 
public will attend. They 
would like the meeting 
to be a discussion of how 
to avoid the expansion 
which would have such 
a significant effect on all 
of them. In their commu-
nications from the state, 
Sipple reported, the mes-
sage has basically been 
“tough luck”. They are 
hoping to get the City of 
Berea to work with them, 
in requesting the state to 
stop the planned expan-
sion and reevaluate High-
way 25N after the bypass 
is completed

“They’re talking about 
possibly putting a lot of 
businesses out of busi-
ness,” Taylor said. “These 
are business I go to and 
use. I don’t want them 
shutting down.”

Tina Maria Hale, 47, of Richmond died Thurs-
day, Jan. 19, 2012 at Pattie A. Clay Regional Medi-
cal Center. 

Tina was the daughter of the late Bobby and 
Hallie Walters. She is survived by her daughter, 
Bobbie (Joey) Williams; one grandchild, Ashtin 
Williams; a very loved partner, Randy Million; 
and her beloved pet, Gracie Belle. 

She is also survived by her siblings, Kenneth 
Earles and Walter Earles, both of Richmond, and Sandy Walters 
of Oklahoma. 

A private memorial service will be held on Saturday, Jan. 28, 
2012. Reppert Funeral Home has been entrusted with arrange-
ments.
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Obituary information is provided by contributing 
funeral homes and is published free-of-charge as a ser-
vice to our readers. Obituaries should be complete and 
correct upon submission. No obituaries will be accepted 
from family members, and any corrections should be 
handled by the submitting funeral home. Obituaries 
requiring more than 10 column inches of space or 
include a photo may be subject to a small charge. 

Obituaries will not be accepted after 5 p.m. Tuesday 
unless arrangements have been made.  
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Davis & Powell
F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S

616 Chestnut Street, Berea
(859) 986-3115 or 986-4220

www.davis&powellfuneralhome.com

Located in a quiet residential area -
Convenient and easily accessible.

Jim Davis
Greg Powell
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Ricky Jones, 49, of Berea died Jan. 17, 2012 as a result of an ATV 
accident. He was a carpenter and woodworker living in Madison 
County all his life. He is survived by his parents, Arnold and Ruby 
Jones of Berea, and his sister, Dianne (Bob) Patton of Hamilton, 
Ohio. 

He was preceded in death by a brother, Ronald Jones.
The funeral was held Tuesday at 1 p.m. with Pastor Stanley 

VanWinkle officiating. Burial followed at Jones Family Cemetery 
in Rockcastle County. 

Pallbearers were Brian Webb, David Webb, Clifton Webb, James 
White, Willie White, and Chris Wren. Reppert Funeral Home was 
in charge of arrangements.

Ricky Jones

Reppert Funeral Home
a n d  C r e m a t i o n  S e r v i c e

110 N. Broadway, Berea, Ky 40403 • 859-986-3165

Traditional Services, Direct Cremation,
Visitation/Funeral Same Day Services,

Entombment, Grave Side Services, Memorial Services, 
Green Burials, Preneed Options.Green Burials, Preneed Options.

www.reppertfuneralhome.com

Located in 
Historic 

Old Town

We would like to express our 
heart-felt “Thank You” to everyone 
for the kindness shown to our 
family during the illness and 
death of our beloved Mother, 
Florence Saylor Reppert. 

Thank you for the prayers, calls, 
visits, emails, food, Gideon Bible 

donations,  memorial donations to Hospice, and the 
beautiful floral tributes.  We want to express a special 
“Thank You” to the Compassionate Care Center staff and 
volunteers (and the Hospice Team) for the outstanding 
care given to our Mother during her last days; to Foley’s 
Florist for the unique individualized floral tributes; and to 
Michael McFerron for his love and words of comfort.

We have not lost our Mother, we know where she is,  
she has completed the journey to her eternal Heavenly 
Home.  We will miss her daily, but we will hold her 
memory in our hearts forever.

Ronnie, Lonnie, & Melody Reppert
And the Florence Reppert Family

BEREA CEMETERY, INC.
500 OAK GROVE CT.

BEREA, KY
859 9862820

Ground Lots and 
Mausoleum Crypts Available

Memorialize your family
in our Rememberance Garden

Call for information!

To the friends of 
Ruby Stewart

The family of Ruby Stewart 
would like to take this 

opportunity to thank our 
many friends who reached 

out to us when she 
passed away.

So many people stopped by 
out home, brought food or 
other items, visited us at the 
funeral home or attended the 

funeral. Mom would have 
been so pleased to know that 
so many people counted her 

as their friend.

As we stood in line at 
visitation, we were comforted 

time and again by friendly 
faces of current and long ago 

friends and by the stories 
shared about Mom.

We loved our mother with all 
our hearts and were blessed to 
have her with us during her 
lifetime. We are also blessed 

to live in a place where people 
come together in times of 

sadness just to say I care and 
she was my friend.

To those who came, called 
or sent a warm message of 

sympathy, we thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts. 

Your actions will not ever be 
forgotten, just as we hope 

Mom’s memory will live on 
in our hearts forever.Noel Stephens of Highland Drive died on Jan. 31, 2012 at Mc-

Cready Manor where he had been a resident since October. He 
was retired from the Agriculture Department at Berea College.

Mr. Stephens was preceded in death by his wife Joyce. Davis & 
Powell Funeral Home will be entrusted with arrangements, a com-
plete obituary is available at www.davis&powellfuneralhome.
com.

Noel Stephens

Eva Marie Ambrose, age 82 of Rockcastle County, died Tuesday, 
January 31, 2012 at The Terrace in Berea.  She was born in Rock-
castle County to the late James Robert and Les Croucher Ambrose.  
She was a Baptist by faith and a housewife and farmer.  Eva loved 
to garden, raise flowers and quilt.

Eva is survived by:  her brothers, Donald and Wayne Ambrose 
of Mt. Vernon; her sister, Ellen Ambrose of Berea; sister-in-law, 
Roxie Ambrose of Mt. Vernon; brother-in-law, David Coffey of 
Berea.  13 nieces and nephews, several great nieces and nephews 
and several great great nieces and nephews also survive.  She 
was preceded in death by:  her brothers, Carlouse and William 
Ambrose; her sisters, Mary Coffey, Bessie Bargo and Thursie B. 
Ambrose.  The family would like to give special thanks to Mickey 
Richardson, Josie Sparks and all the staff at The Terrace as well as 
Brenda Lasley.

Funeral services for Eva Ambrose will be 1:00 p.m. Friday at the 
Scaffold Cane Baptist Church with Rev. Raymond Offutt and Bro. 
Cecil Burns officiating.  Burial will be in the Scaffold Cane Cem-
etery.  Visitation will be after 4:00 p.m. Thursday at the church.  
Davis & Powell Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.  
www.davisandpowellfuneralhome.com

Eva Marie Ambrose


