
The first study to look at
methamphetamine’s po-
tential lasting effects on
children whose mothers
used it in pregnancy finds
these kids at higher risk for
behavior problems than
other children.

The differences — anxi-
ety, depression, moodiness
— weren’t huge, but lead re-
searcher Linda LaGasse
called them “very worri-
some.”

Methamphetamine is a
stimulant like crack co-
caine and earlier research
showed meth babies have
similarities to so-called
“crack babies” — smaller in
size and prone to drowsi-

ness and stress.
Whether problems per-

sist in young children of
meth users is unknown.
The study was published
online Monday in Pediat-
rics. — AP

By BRUCE SCHREINER
The Associated Press

WEST LIBERTY —
More than two weeks after
tornadoes destroyed most
of the eastern Kentucky
town of West Liberty, the
elementary school was
back in session Monday.

“The students are excit-
ed,” said West Liberty Ele-
mentary School Principal
Vickie Oldfield, adding
that one student who had
some discipline problems
in the past had vowed, “It’s
a new building and I’m go-
ing to have a new record.”

She said an abandoned
factory that is now being
used as the school will be
the temporary quarters for
about two years. In the
back of the building, work-
ers were readying tempo-
rary offices for the county
Board of Education.

Oldfield said a new

school already was in the
works when tornadoes de-
stroyed much of the town
March 2. The twisters lifted
the roof off the old school
and officials decided it was
unsafe for students and
teachers to return to the
building, about 2 miles
away, she said.

Teachers and staff have
dubbed the new school
“The Miracle on the Hill”
after workers converted
the once empty shell of a
building into bright class-
rooms in about a week.

“It will give them time
to heal,” she said of the
children, several whom
had homes destroyed in
tornadoes that killed 23
people across Kentucky.
“We were already so far
into the school year that
they had a rapport with
their teachers. And at this
age, a teacher is almost like

a family member.”
Gov. Steve Beshear

toured the school Monday,
stopping in every class-
room. He also toured the
town, about 90 miles east
of Lexington, checking on
recovery efforts.

Where the downtown
area had been, county of-
fices are being temporarily
housed in a trailer and a
makeshift tent with a ply-
wood interior.

“It’s an amazing feat to
see what these folks have
pulled really out of the rub-
ble of what was West Lib-
erty,” Beshear said.

State officials said more
than 2,200 houses in 21
counties were damaged in
tornadoes and severe
weather from Feb. 29 to
March 3. More than 650
were destroyed, the state
said.

tions.
Donations may be

brought to New Horizon at
864 W. Rhudes Creek
Road in Glendale by noon
Wednesday. Checks made
out to the church can be
mailed to that address.

The Rev. Steven Hill,
pastor, said church mem-
bers are on hand until
noon Wednesday when
donors call the church at
737-4386 or his phone at
723-4301 to request the
church be opened for them
to make a drop off.

Church members are
willing to pick up dona-
tions if necessary, he said.

“It’s sort of a rush deal,”
he said.

Several other churches
in Hardin and LaRue
counties have collected do-
nations of supplies and
money for the effort along
with committed volun-
teers.

They’ll combine dona-
tions and sort them to ship
Friday to Grace Baptist
Church by using a church
member’s tractor trailer.

Grace Baptist’s pastor
has provided information
about what items are need-
ed and will use the church
to help give away the do-
nated items.

No furniture or clothing
is being accepted at this
time. Hill said those items
aren’t needed at this point,

but church members likely
will begin collecting them
in the future.

New Horizon members
already plan to build a
house in West Liberty this
summer.

Hill said church mem-
bers have a history of
reaching out through op-
portunities such as mission
trips.

“We’re just a mission-
minded church,” he said.
“When something hap-
pens, people want to re-
spond. People like to help
people.”

Faith plays a big role in
local residents’ willingness
to help others, Hill said.

“It makes all the differ-
ence in the world,” he said.
“It compels you to go be-
cause we are our brother’s
keeper.”

Hill said donors and

volunteers hope their ef-
forts impart hope to the
people of West Liberty, in
addition to needed sup-
plies.

“We want your life to be
better because of who God
is in our lives,” he said.

Amber Coulter can be
reached at (270) 505-1746.
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Hope for Kids signed a one-year lease
with the facility, but she believes the re-
lationship will last much longer.

The organization will start preparing
the building and move during April as it
departs its former home at New Hope
Community Church on Dee Street,
Thomas said.

The move was necessitated because
the program outgrew its space, she said.
It initially served about 20 children and
was designed as a Bible study until vol-
unteers realized the children were hun-
gry, Thomas said.

Now it serves roughly 200 school-
aged children from low-income families
by providing nutritious meals weekly in-
side the church.

Thomas said she immediately was
impressed with the potential the com-
munity center offered Mission Hope for
Kids.

“This is like a gold mine and no one’s
tapped into it,” she said.

Freddie Peete, the community cen-
ter’s executive director, said the center
was designed as an outlet to assist the
area.

“We just feel like (Thomas) is doing
good deeds,” he said. “Whatever we
could to help her out.”

The practice of feeding children will
continue in the new space as Mission
Hope for Kids readies for a May 2 open-
ing and a June open house. Thomas said
the outreach program will be open
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays
from May to July as the organization ac-
customs itself to its new surroundings
and trains volunteers.

Thomas said each volunteer must
complete a training program, which
starts April 1.

“We’ll need a lot of volunteers,” she
said.

Staring in August, the program plans
to be open Monday through Friday.

The outreach program offers homework
and reading assistance, recreational and
faith-based activities, a meal and cloth-
ing and hygiene items to children en-
rolled in the program.

Thomas said the facility also will be
open during the day to offer education-
al programs and assistance to parents.

Children enrolled in the Kids Café
program will have to re-enroll with
Mission Hope for Kids. The organiza-
tion will hold interviews with parents to
determine a child’s eligibility.

She said the name change is indica-
tive of the plan to leave the umbrella of
Kids Café, a national afterschool pro-
gram under the direction of Feeding
America. Instead, Mission Hope for
Kids is distinctly local and community
driven, she added.

Thomas expects the new agency to
receive financial assistance from
Feeding America, but it also has devel-
oped a child sponsorship initiative in
which local residents can support a child
in the program.

Thomas said it is noble and charita-
ble to sponsor children in other coun-
tries, but sponsoring a local child will af-
ford sponsors the opportunity to see the
tangible benefits of their donations.

“It’s not just charity,” she said. “It’s
justice.”

Growing emotional, Thomas said
children deserve a chance to succeed
and need someone to offer them that
helping hand.

“These kids deserve all our re-
sources,” she said.

Thomas said the community can
build new parks or new roads and rede-
velop downtown, but the surest way for
improvement is to invest in its youth.

“We’re not just pro-life; we’re pro-liv-
ing,” he said.

As for the new home, she said it is the
ideal location and just needs a little el-
bow grease.

“This is where it’s been all the time,
tucked away on Bishop Lane,” she said.

Marty Finley can be
reached at (270) 505-1762.
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West Liberty school reopens
2 weeks after twister

Meth use during pregnancy linked to behavior problems


