
One has to wonder
whether politicians
ever really read history
or pay any attention to
it if they do. Rather,
they march toward the
avoidable follies (with
an apology to the late
historian Barbara
Tuchman) that have
marred civilization
since Troy.

The latest of these
historic mistakes, of
course, came with the
invasion of Iraq and
the subsequent mis-
guided efforts to turn
Afghanistan into some-
thing it never will be, a
democracy, all in the
benighted belief that
the United States could
accomplish what no
other country has been
able to achieve.
Having watched the
Soviet Union’s rulers
commit political sui-
cide in the mountain-
ous hardscrabble of a
nation where tribal and
religious culture make
it impossible to alter
the political landscape,
America has done the
same thing.

After a decade of
slugging away against
the forces of a ninth-
century idealism, this
country is no nearer its
goal — whatever that
may be — than it was
when President George
W. Bush foolishly di-
verted limited re-

sources only inches
away from routing the
Taliban to open a sec-
ond front in Iraq —
which was no real
threat to anyone. Now,
with the combat troops
finally out of Iraq, we
have been asked by
Afghanistan’s president
to withdraw back to
the cities where the
Russians once repaired
before fleeing in dis-
tress.

We went to Afghan
on legitimate business
in the wake of 9/11 —
to rid the world of
Osama bin Laden. The
Iraq invasion let him
off the hook, until
Navy Seals dispatched
him last May in Pakis-
tan. In between came
years of disruptions to
the Mideast by those
who misguidedly be-
lieved our national se-
curity was at risk in
Iraq.

What is at risk, it
seems to me, is pride
embedded in what we
attempt to teach our
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Voter identification required
In reference to the letter about “voter

suppression” in the March 15 edition of
The News-Enterprise, I think the writer has a
distorted view. 

How many photo identification cards
do you have in your wallet? I have my dri-
ver’s license, retired military ID and my
Veterans Administration treatment ID. On
a lanyard, I have my employer’s ID. I’m
pretty certain any of those would be ade-
quate proof to get a ballot on Election Day.

Permit me to look at this more realisti-
cally. In the 1970s, our government passed
the Bank Secrecy Act. After Sept. 11, it
passed the USA Patriot Act. Between these
two government edicts, all financial institu-
tions must establish proof-positive who
you are before you can open an account.
That means to receive any government
payment (active employee, retired em-
ployee, Social Security, pension, VA dis-
ability, unemployment, etc.), or direct de-
posit of your paycheck, you provided or
will have to provide an official photo ID to
open an account. 

Remember that to fly on a commercial
airline, passengers must provide a photo
ID to get through security. All U.S. govern-
ment checks will be electronically deposit-
ed after March 2013 so you will need to
have an account at a bank or credit union
to get your money after that date, which
will require a photo ID. Kentucky will is-
sue a photo ID through the Drivers
License office for a nominal fee, after pres-
entation of appropriate documents to veri-
fy identity.

What does this all mean? The rare ex-
amples the author cited in the letter are just
that — rare examples. The preponderance
of voters already possess photo IDs that
likely would be adequate for voting pur-
poses. If voter identification does become
law, I’m sure there will be adequate time
for all voters to get an ID card that would
satisfy the requirement to get a ballot.

Voter identification is the only way to
eliminate voter fraud; we need to imple-
ment it now.

Dick Ardisson
Radcliff

“The thing I like about
the NCAA college basket-
ball tournament is that any
team can win it all.”

I was explaining to my
wife why I was standing in
front of the TV, eyes glued
to the NCAA Tournament
and not sitting in my usual
place with her watching
the evening news.

Although I have a few
favorite teams, the truth is
my main attraction to
March Madness is in antic-
ipating the little guys, the
Lehighs, the Virginia
Commonwealths, and the
Norfolk States taking down
the big boys, the Dukes,
the Michigans,and the
Missouris.

But why? Why do I and
so many others pull for the
underdog? Is it just be-
cause we want to see the
mighty fall?

There’s more to it than
that.

Certainly, the thrill of
the unexpected is part of
it. It's exciting to see the
No. 1 seed go down. But
when you start thinking
about the psychology of
why we choose to cheer
for the underdog, it gets
complicated.

The underdog brings
out contradictions. A part
of us hopes the underdog
will win. Maybe we have
an inherent desire for so-
cial equality, for the haves
to know what it’s like to be
a have not, for the privi-

leged to trade places with
the underprivileged, for
the aristocracy to experi-
ence the common life.

On the other hand, we
like to see talent and effort
rewarded. We like to think
that if we try hard and take
the more difficult courses,
we will be compensated
accordingly.

After all, there is a rea-
son why underdogs are the
underdogs: Based on prior
performance and level of
competition, they are not
expected to beat their
more successful and some-
times more disciplined op-
ponents.

And to further compli-
cate what’s going on in our
minds when we support
the underdog, think about
this: The less attached we
are to a team, the more
likely we are to root for

the opposing underdog.
It’s OK for the under-

dog to upset a team we are
neutral toward or don’t
like. But we don’t want our
team to be a victim of the
upstart.

When I heard that
Norfolk State had sur-
prised Missouri, I smiled.
But when South Dakota
State shot ahead of Baylor,
my alma mater, early in
their ame, I wanted ab-
solutely no part of an up-
set.

The narrative of the un-
derdog has deep cross cul-
tural roots in our history.
From David and Goliath
to Robert the Bruce to
Rocky Balboa to the Arab
Spring, the underdog is a
constant player in our
communal psyche. We can
relate because we have felt
like the underdog. When

we are down, the fantasy
of overcoming engenders
hope for us to rise from
the ashes.

While we find inspira-
tion in those stories of the
long shot winning against
all odds, our sympathy for
the underdog is fickle.
Scott Allison, professor of
psychology at the
University of Richmond,
cites what he calls the
“Wal-Mart effect.” We root
for our small town store
when the dominating cor-
poration moves in, but
when it comes to the best
price on our television, we
opt for the cheaper option
at the powerful chain store. 

He concludes that our
affinity for the lesser team
is “a mile wide and an inch
deep.”

We are, at least to a de-
gree, motivated by our

own self interest, are we
not?

So I’ll cheer for the un-
derdogs until they play my
alma mater or step on the
court against the favorite
team of the folks I would
have to console come
Sunday morning should
their team lose, the fans
who because of their
team’s loss may not listen
to the sermon, or may, in
rehearsing the nightmare
of their defeat, forget that
the offering plate was
passed.

So let’s hear it for the
underdogs.

As long they aren’t
playing the teams we like.

David B. Whitlock, Ph.D., is a
Baptist minister and university
instructor. He can be reached at
drdavid@davidbwhitlock.com.

DAVID B.
WHITLOCK

Radcliff City Council mem-
bers have indicated they’ll vote
to pull out of One Knox, reduc-
ing the program’s funding, when
they meet today.

Council members have ques-
tioned the value of One Knox,
now that changes on post set in
motion by the 2005 Base
Realignment and Closure are
complete.

One Knox, an organization
under the Lincoln Trail Area
Development District, serves as
an umbrella under which public
agencies and local governments
throughout the region work to-
gether and speak with one voice.

Radcliff leaders have raised a
reasonable question. Is that
voice needed now?

One Knox certainly served a
great purpose and executed a
fine plan in 2005 and the years
following.

Championing continued sup-
port for One Knox, Hardin
County Chamber of Commerce
Chairman Tom Hewlett has not-
ed the area received and contin-
ues to receive state money for
roads, schools and infrastructure.

More specifically, Brad Rich-
ardson, executive director of
One Knox, told Radcliff City
Council last year the organiza-
tion helped secure $251 million
in road, water and sewer proj-
ects related to BRAC. About
$45 million funded projects in
Radcliff, including road work
and renovations at Radcliff
Elementary School.

Supporters also note that One
Knox gives military leaders a
single point of contact, making it

easier for the post to coordinate
with the community.

In 2005, communities sur-
rounding Fort Knox faced great
challenges, from promoting our
community to employees they
hoped would follow their jobs to
Kentucky to making sure our
schools had space for their chil-
dren and our roads could give
everyone a livable commute.

Together as One Knox, com-
munity leaders built the relation-
ships and plans to get it done.

Clearly, One Knox has been
valuable to Fort Knox, Radcliff,
Hardin County and beyond.

Now, the 2005 BRAC transi-
tion is complete and it’s unclear
if another round of realignment
will come any time soon.

As public officials make deci-
sions with precious tax revenues,
they must remember funding is
not a permanent reward for past
success. Local governments
should invest in One Knox for
future benefits and they’ll have
to consider whether the organi-
zation has value in the interim.

Elizabethtown Mayor Tim
Walker has indicated strong sup-
port for One Knox. He said the
program should remain in place
as another round of BRAC will
come in 2015, possible 2013.

Adding complication, One
Knox could lose federal funding.

In Radcliff, at least, One
Knox needs to clarify its current
mission and operations.

Is the organization meander-
ing as it anticipates another
BRAC? If not, everyone in-
volved needs to know exactly
what the money will accomplish
in 2012.

Radcliff looks 
to quit One Knox

Cheer for underdogs in someone else’s upset
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