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Report: Modest gains in graduation rate 
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HAGERSrOWN, Md. 
The last straw for 17-

ycar-old Alton Burke was a 
note left on his door. The 
high school dropout pick-
00 up the phone and re-en
rolled a( South 1'laSers
town fljgh. 

Burke missed roughly 
200 days of class, but 
Heather Dixon, the slu
dent intcTVention specialisT 
who len the note, never 
b'<lVC up on him. 

Aggressive efforts to 
prevent students such as 
Burke from dropping oul 
contributed to a modest 
3.5 percentage point in
crease nationally in the 
high school graduation 
rate from 2001 to 2009, ac
cording to research pre
sented Monday at the 
Grad Nation summit in 
Washington. The event 
was organized by the chil
dren's advocacy group 
America's Promise Alli
ance founded by former 
Secretary of State Colin 
Powell. 

The graduation rate was 
75 percent in 2009, mean
ing I in 4 students fails to 
earn a diploma in four 
years, H~searchers found. 
That's well below the orga
nization's goal of 90 per
cent by 2020. 

Researchers found the 
number of "dropout facto
ries," schools that fail to 
graduate more than 60 
percent of students on 
time, had dropped by 
more than 450 between 
2002 and 2010, but that 
1,550 remain. The largest 
declines in dropout facto
ries were in the South and 
in suburban communities. 

Graduation rates lag in the West 
While many states have improved high school graduation 
rates since 2002, several Western states have seen declines. 

Changes in high school graduation rates from 2002 to 2009: 

• Declined 

~Big gains are possible if 
you work hard at it, and if 
you don't focus on it, 
you're going to go back
ward," said Robert Bal
fanz, a report author and 
director of the Everyone 
Graduates Center at the 
School of Education at 
J ohns Hopkins University. 

The increase in gradua
lion rates primarily was be
cause of growth in 12 
stales, with New York and 
1ennessee showing double 
digit gains since 2002. ac
cording to the research. At 
the other end, iO states had 
declines: Arizona, Arkan
sas, California, Connec
ticut, NewJerscy. Nebras· 
ka, New Mexico, Nevada., 

Increased 0-5% • Increased more than 5% 

Rhode bland and Utah. 
So far, only Wisconsin 

has met the 9(1 percent 
benchmark, although Ver
mont is close. 

~This year 's report 
proves struggling schools 
are not destined to fail," 
said Education Secretary 
Arne Duncan. "The reality 
is Ihat even one dropout 
factory is too many." 

The authors said there 
are proven strategies to 
tackle the problem, such as 
teaching all ~Iudents 10 
read at grade level, raising 
the compulsory .school at
tendance age to 18 and de
veloping "early wamini' 
systems to help identify 
students Ihat mighl be at 

• R.t. 

Del. 

+17.8% 

risk of later dropping out. 
In his State of the Union 

address, President Barack 
Obama encouraged states 
to pass laws to require stu
dents to stay in school until 
they graduate or they tum 
]H. 

It's estimated high 
school graduates will eam 
$130,000 more over their 
lifetimes than dropouts, 
and high school graduates 
will generate more thaJl 
$200,000 in higher tax rev · 
e nues and savings in 1,'0'1-

emment expenditures 
over their lifetime, the re
port said. And, the report 
said that if the 9{) percent 
goal already had been met, 
.')80.000 more students 

KENTUCKY FINDINGS 
A look al some findings for Kentucky from the 

2012 Building a Grad Nation re port released 
Monday. Kentucky was anlOng a dozen st.-des report
ed to have made the most progress from 2002 to 
2009. The report was sponsored by America's 
i'romise Alliance. a children's advocacy or~;ani;ultion 
founded by fomler Secretary of State Colin Powell . 

Graduation rate: 77.6 percent in 2009, up from 69.8 
percent in 2002. 

Benents to Kentucky or a national 90 Percent 
Graduation Rate: $59 million in increased annual 
earnings; $K.7 million in increased annual state tax 
revenues. Goal: By 2020 . 

Poverty: 11th in childhood poverty at 25 percent. 

College education: 41st in college completion at 
24.7 percent. 

1P exams: Number of studenb taking Ai' exams 
during high ~hool increased from 11.4 percent to 
27.6 percent from 2001 -2011. Almost half, 49.6 per
cenl, scored atlC'.lSt a "3" or higher. 

would have graduated last 
year, generating $1.8 bil
lion in additional revenue 
oc'(;ause of increased eco· 
nomic activity. 

How to track high 
school graduation rates has 
been a contentious issue 
for years, with states using 
different methods to come 
up with a number. Balfanz 
cited this as a reason why 
the report d oes not include 
the names of the d ropout 
factorie~. He said they will 
be included in a future re
port once all Siaies are con
sistently reporting data.. 

States are now required 

- l be Associated Press 

to use the same method to 
compute graduation rates 
based on a Bush adminis
tration rule issued in 2008. 

Nevada stood out for its 
low grdduation mte of .')6 
percent, a decline o f more 
than 15 percent.1ge points 
from 2002 to 2009, the 
largest o f any state, the re
port said . During Nevada's 
boom years, sludents 
dropped out to earn hefty 
paychecks parking cars, 
pouring concrete or serv
ing drinks along the Las 
VegaJI Strip. 

(g) 

Panel says problem schools 
hurt nation's security 

It's in the 
paper. 

The :\('ws-Enlt'rprise 

Hard County 
Honda 

www.hardincountyhonda.com 
765·2141 

By KlMBERLY HEFUNG 
AP £doc.,;on Writoo, 

WASHINGTON 
The nation's security and 
economic prosperity is at 
risk if America's schools 
don' t improve, warns a 
task force led by fonner 
Secretary of State Con
doleeua Rice and Joel 
Klein, the fonner chancel
lor of New York Ci ty's 
school system. 

The report, obtained by 
The Associated Press. cau
tions that far too many 
.schools fail to adequately 
prepare students. 

"The dominalll power 
of the 21st century will de
pend on human capital, ~ it 
said. "The failure to pro
duce thai capilal will un
demline American sccuri
ty.~ 

The task force said the 
Stale Ikpartment and U.s. 
intelligence agencies face 
critical shortfalls in the 
number of foreign lan
guage speakers, and that 
fields such as science, de
fense and aerospace are at 
particular risk becau:>c a 
shortage of skilled workers 
is expected to worsen as 
baby boomers retire. 

According to the paJlel, 
75 percent of young adults 
don't qualify to serve in the 
military because they are 
physically unfit, have crim
inal records or inadequate 
levels of education. T hat's 
in part because 1 in 4 stu
dents fails to graduate from 
high school in four years, 
and a high school diploma 
or the equivalent is needed 
to join the milit.1l')'. But an
other 30 percent of h igh 
school graduates don't do 
well enough in math, sci
ence and English 011 an ap 
titude test to serve in the 
mililary, the report said. 

The task force, consist
ing of 30 members with 
backgrounds in areas such 
as education and foreign 
affairs, was o rganized by 
the Council on f oreign 
Relations, a New York
based research and policy 

organization focused all in
tcmational issues. The r(.~ 

port was ~heduled to be 
released Tuesday. 

Too many Americans 
are d eficient in both global 
awareness and knowledge 
that is ~esscntial for under
standing America's allies 
and its adversaries,~ the re
port concludes. 

~Leaving large swaths of 
the population unprepared 
also threatens to divide 
Americans and under
mines the country's cohe
sion, confidence, and abili
ty 10 se rve as a global 

leader," the report said. 
Rice and Klein said in 

interviews that Illey are en
courdged by efforts to im
p rove .schools, such as the 
a doption of "common 
corc~ standards set in read
ing and math in a vast ma
jority of state! and the 
Obama administration 's 
"Race to the Top" competi
tion, in wh ich states com
pete for federal money in 
exchange for more mean
ingful teacher evaluations. 

But, they added. the 
pace to improve America's 
schools must accelerate. 
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN STARTING 
A CAREER IN THE MEDICAL FIELD? 

Do You enjoy help ing others? If you answered ·yes' " 
You can s tart right here In Hardin Countylt1 Get the 
traInIng and certIfication You need In the followIng, 

• Ct:rtifitd Phltbotomy Tuhniciin4 If.! month! 
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Commonwealth Medical learning Center 
81S W tlncoln Trail Blvd SUite 8 

RadCliff. KY 40160 
(No.! to fort Knox lod. ,<>1 C",dtl U!\k>n) 

270-352'0525 

Join us for a 
Nicoe K. 

trunk show 
Towne Mall 

Wednesday. March 21 
llam-7pm 

270-765-5652, ext 331 

Come In and see a parade of jeWels. gemstones. 
slides 8. side bracelets from around the W'JI'Id 
It's ~ pas.sjXlrt to create a Iamltj heirloom 


