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Louisville area: Most-
ly sunny, chilly today.
Partly cloudy, cool
tonight. Milder tomor-
row, rain possible late.
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These announcements don’t constitute a solicitation of an offer, nor do they constitute an offer in any jurisdiction in which, or to any person to whom, it wouldn't be lawful to make such offers. An investment advisory account is required and the quoted yields do not reflect deduction of invest-
ment advisory fees disclosed in Form ADV Part 2. The Baptist East Hospital security is a 5.00% coupon rate KEDFA Hospital revenue bond. The interest is free from federal, state and local taxes to KY residents and is paid semi-annually. Taxable equivalent yield assumes a 35% federal and 6%
state tax rate for KY residents. The Cincinnati Bell security is a 8.75% coupon rate Cincinnati Bell Inc. corporate note and interest is paid semi-annually. Prices and yield to maturities (YTM) are as of April 20, 2012 and subject to availability. Minimum overall account balance applies.
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Follow Jody Demling at
courier-journal.com/
recruiting as he brings
you the latest recruiting
news and scoops on
who’s coming and who’s
not.

KABUL, Afghanistan — The U.S. and Af-
ghanistan reached a deal Sunday on a long-
delayed agreement that ensures Ameri-
cans will provide military and financial
support to the Afghan people for at least a
decade beyond 2014, the deadline for most
foreign forces to withdraw.

The strategic-partner-
ship pact is key to the U.S.
exit strategy in Afghani-
stan because it establishes
guidelines for any Ameri-
can forces who remain af-
ter the withdrawal deadline
and for financial help to the
impoverished country and
its security forces.

For the Afghan govern-
ment, it is also a way to show its people their
U.S. allies are not just walking away.

“Our goal is an enduring partnership
with Afghanistan that strengthens Afghan
sovereignty, stability and prosperity and
that contributes to our shared goal of de-
feating al-Qaida and its extremist affili-
ates,” said U.S. Embassy spokesman Gavin
Sundwall. “We believe this agreement sup-
ports that goal.”

After 10 years of U.S.-led war, insur-
gents linked to the Taliban and al-Qaida re-
main a threat. A week ago, they launched a
large-scale attack on the capital Kabul and
three other cities.

The draft agreement was worked out
and initialed by Afghan National Security
Adviser Rangin Dadfar Spanta and U.S.
Ambassador Ryan Crocker. It must still be
reviewed in both countries and signed by
the Afghan and American presidents.

U.S. forces have already started pulling
out of Afghanistan, and the majority of
combat troops are scheduled to leave by
the end of 2014. But the U.S. is expected to
maintain a large presence in the country
for years after, including special forces,
military trainers and government-assis-
tance programs.

The agreement is an achievement and a
relief for both sides, coming after months
of turmoil that seemed to put the entire alli-

Deal on
Afghan
aid pact
reached
U.S. military support,
funding to last until 2024
By Heidi Vogt
Associated Press

See AFGHANISTAN, Page A4
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Nobody would dispute that youth minis-
ter Derek Coulter committed a horribly ir-
responsible crime three years ago when he
let a 13-year-old drive his SUV after a
camp-out, resulting in an accident in which
the boy died.

Coulter compounded his offense by ly-
ing to police — and at Jamie Mitchell’s fu-
neral — saying he was driving and had
swerved to avoid a deer, before the truth
emerged and he was convicted of reckless

homicide and sentenced to five years in
prison.

But in a trial starting to-
day in Nelson Circuit
Court, a jury will be asked
to decide a more vexing
question: Should the Big
Springs Assembly of God
church, Coulter’s former
employer, be responsible
for his misconduct and for
Jamie’s death?

The case, in which Ja-
mie’s parents are asking for millions of
dollars in damages, raises issues, experts

say, about the liability for employees’ con-
duct outside the workplace, especially
when they commit a crime that may have
been impossible to foresee.

The Bloomfield church says Coulter
was on his day off, that the camp-out was
on a farm, that it wasn’t sanctioned by the
church, and that its pastor, Mavis Bennett,
didn’t even know about it.

“I am an employer myself, and it’s hard
enough to control your employees at
work,” said the church’s lawyer, J. Dale
Golden, who added that it would pose a dif-

Ky. church sued over youth minister’s deadly mistake

Jamie Mitchell was thrown from his youth
minister’s Chevy Blazer SUV while being
allowed to drive it in January 2009. The
minister first lied about who was driving.

Nelson County 13-year-old killed while being allowed to drive SUV after camp-out

By Andrew Wolfson
awolfson@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Coulter

See DEATH, Page A4

Marilyn Schum is the type of billpayer the post
office loves. Instead of using her home com-
puter to pay bills electronically, she still writes
checks.

Her only problem is finding a place to mail them. She
lives in the Fincastle neighborhood in northeast Louis-
ville, and there’s no longer a mailbox nearby.

“There used to be a box on Murphy Lane,” she said.
That was one of 600 the U.S. Postal Service removed

in the Louisville area over the past four years because
they were underused. Only 350 remain.

Louisville is not alone. Nationally, there are 162,000
boxes — fewer than half as many as there were in 2005,
said Sue Brennan, spokeswoman for postal headquar-
ters in Washington, D.C.

The rapid disappearance of the blue mailboxes
that dotted the landscape for generations is another
casualty of the digital age — joining a long list that
includes items such as typewriters, record players
and canceled checks.

With the widespread use of email and online bill
paying, the volume of first-class mail — so-called
“snail mail” — has declined 25 percent in Louis-
ville in the past four years alone, from10.8 million
pieces in January 2008 to 8.1million pieces in Jan-

MAILBOXES
GO MISSING

U.S. Postal Service removes 600,
leaving only 350 in area

A woman, who declined to give her
name, drops off mail at the Lyndon
Post Office. CHARLIE WHITE/THE C-J

POSTAL SERVICES ONLINE
For a localized map of the U.S. Postal Service’s
current collection boxes, post offices and other
services, go to https://tools.usps.com/go/
POLocatorAction.action

BY THE NUMBERS

LOUISVILLE COLLECTION BOXES

2008: 950
2012: 350
COLLECTION BOXES
NATIONWIDE

2005: 345,000
2012: 162,000
Source: U.S. Postal Service offices in Louis-
ville and Washington, D.C.

See MAILBOXES, Page A4
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