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D.A.R.E. students
celebrate with picnic

Photos by Ben Carlson

D.A.R.E. graduates dig into a lunch of pizza, hot dogs, chips, cookies and soft drinks during their party in the county park last Friday. Back, from left, are Karrigan Jenkins, Andrea Lovins, Trenton
Watson, Dalton Chesser, Julio Drake and AJ Castle. Front are Emily Rodriguez, Abby Satterly, Payton Jewell, Brooke Sloan and Jory Cochran.

Ta’Vion Crayon enjoys swinging during last Friday’s D.A.R.E. graduation picnic. He is one 
of about 300 fifth graders who completed the program.

Nearly 300 fifth grade students celebrated D.A.R.E. gradu-
ation last Friday, marking a quarter century for the program 
designed to keep children away from drugs and alcohol.

It was also the 25th and final time that Sheriff Troy Young 
will oversee the event. Deputies Paul Blackhurst and Robbie 
Armstrong will take over the program next year.

“Thanks to my wife, Benita, my family and everyone else 
that made my day special for me. It’s a memory that will last a 
lifetime,” Young said.

The day began with a graduation ceremony, followed by a 
picnic in the county park that featured 60 large pizzas, 240 hot 
dogs, 400 bags of chips and 480 bottles of water.

“[A] big thanks to EMS for always going above and beyond 
the call of duty, all the guys at ACSO for having things ready to 
roll for us, the teachers, parents and especially the students for 
making my last year teaching the greatest ever,” Young said.

D.A.R.E. grads take a break from signing each others shirts to pose for a photo during their gradua-
tion in the county park. From left are Aaron Caldwell, Chloe Phelps, Emma Gresham, Celeste Akins 
and Tyler Barrett.

D.A.R.E. grads, from left, Taylor Huff, Maddie Wallace, Brooke Sizemore and Megan Moore share a 
bench during Friday’s picnic. 

Sheriff Troy Young’s son, Myles, Marcus and Martin, display a quilt made of the various D.A.R.E. T-
shirts that were given to graduating students during his 25 years he has lead the program.


