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Scenic Gallatin County
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 Show us what’s going on during budget talks!

We welcome your letters
Address letters to

Gallatin County News
P.O. Box 435, Warsaw, KY 41095

Or email them to: 
galnews@zoomtown.com

A fl urry of activity at the end of 
state budget sessions is as much of 
a ritual in Frankfort as madness is 
in March. 

Unfortunately, part of this rou-
tine involves negotiating critical 
decisions concerning the com-
monwealth’s budget behind closed 
doors. 

While I was not surprised to 
discover the hallway leading to 
Room 131 of the Capitol Annex 
roped off during recent budget 
conference committee meetings, it 
still felt like a step back.

Policymakers have said they 
intend to make state government 
more transparent. They’ve agreed 
to require all three branches to 
put their checkbooks online. Gov. 
Steve Beshear has taken steps to-
ward opening up the executive 
branch through his administra-
tion’s “Open Door” site. 

Yet when it comes to the most 
important portion of the state bud-
get decision-making process, we 
still have roped-off areas, covered 
windows and armed guards. 

This adds up to a denial of 
access for statehouse reporters, 
citizens and even lawmakers. It 
indicates we are unwelcome dur-
ing negotiations critical to the size, 
scope and priorities of the spend-
ing plan funded by taxpayers. 

At least Kentucky’s budget 
committee hearings were not held 
completely behind a veil of secre-
cy. A lone Kentucky Educational 
Television camera was allowed to 
record negotiations in Frankfort. 

But one public-TV camera doth 
not transparency make. No com-
mercial TV or radio news outfi ts 
were allowed to plunk their mi-
crophones down in full view of 
the politicians in Frankfort as they 
made last-minute deals doling 
out tax dollars in a room with the 

blinds pulled. 
What’s wrong with the sunshine? 
If you allow a single camera in the 

room, why not go all the way and al-
low reporters, other legislators and 
citizens to see the body language and 
camoufl aged by the camera? 

When I was a government reporter 
for the Bowling Green Daily News, 
our attorneys would have been invit-
ing commissioners to clear out their 
schedules for court dates had a city 
manager or mayor tried to limit my 
ability to cover meetings by forcing 
me to watch cable-TV’s coverage. 

No doubt there were some that 
would have liked nothing more – be-
cause they were “more comfortable” 
discussing issues out of the public 
purview. At least that’s what I’m of-
ten told. 

That’s probably why some leading 
House Democrats – who control the 
agenda – reportedly even wanted that 
lone KET camera removed as discus-
sions progressed.

But the camera should always re-
main, and others should be allowed 

as well. 
Do we really want politicians be-

coming “comfortable” horse trading 
with our tax dollars? Do we want 
reporters – who provide the only 
government access some Kentuck-
ians have – being forced to watch the 
proceedings in another room? 

Our political leaders need to feel 
the presence of the press. Part of full 
and complete transparence is observ-
ing the nuances of the whole event, 
including all actions, reactions and 
side conversations. 

Can you imagine asking fans with 
tickets to basketball’s NCAA cham-
pionship: “What’s the big deal? Why 
do you actually have to be in the room 
where the game is played? There’s 
going to be TV cameras there. Why 
not just watch it at home?”

It’s just not the same – whether 
you’re talking about bouncing bas-
ketballs or paranoid politicians.

Jim Waters is a director at the 
Bluegrass Institute, Kentucky’s 

free-market think tank
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Mike Dickerson, News Reporter

Ready for Easter
Gallatin County’s churches will be full this Sunday as people celebrate Easter. One of those 

churches is the Scenic View Church of Christ (above) which sits on a high ridge off  RT 562 in 
the eastern part of the county. Photo by Kelley Warnick
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April 17 will be this year’s 
deadline to fi le taxes

Taxpayers will have two additional days to fi le 
their returns this year.

The 2012 deadline to fi le taxes is April 17, instead 
of April 15, because Emancipation Day, a holiday 
observed in the District Columbia, falls on Monday, 
April 16. By law, District of Columbia holidays af-
fect tax deadliness the same way federal holidays do. 
Therefore, all taxpayers will have two extra days to 
fi le or pay their taxes.

All valid six-month extensions fi led on or before 
April 17, 2012, will extend the due date to Oct. 15, 
2012.

More than 1 million Kentuckians have already 
fi led their tax returns and 89-percent of those were 
fi led electronically. The average time for a refund to 
be issued on paper returns is four to six weeks. A 
refund from an electronically fi led return is usually 
issued within 10 days.

The IRS is postponing some tax deadlines for peo-
ple who live or have businesses in areas struck by 
recent tornadoes. Among the counties affected are: 
Carroll, Grant, Campbell, Trimble and Kenton. 

How much do you pay in             
 federal income taxes?

The scramble is on. Time to get checks in the mail. 
But because of weekly withholding and the compli-
cated process of donating to Uncle Sam, it may be 
unclear what percentage of our income goes to the 
U.S. Government. Here’s the breakdown.

For Single Filers
Up to $8,700 in wages, you pay 10 percent in 

federal income taxes.
From $8,700 to $35,350, you pay 15 percent.
From $35,350 to $85,650, you pay 25 percent.
From $85,650 to $178,650, you pay 28 percent.
From $178,650 to $388,350, you pay 33 per-

cent.
From $388,350 and up, you pay 35 percent.

For Married Couples Filing Together
Up to $17,400, you pay 10 percent.
From $17,400 to $70,700, you pay 15 percent.
From $70,700 to $142,700, you pay 25 percent.
From $142,700 to $217,450, you pay 28 per-

cent.
From $217,450 to $388,350, you pay 33 per-

cent.
From $388,350 and up, you pay 35 percent.

In addition to these federal tax rates, be aware 
we also pay state taxes, county taxes, city taxes, 
property taxes, payroll taxes, and a host of oth-
ers.

And if you think these rates are high, keep in 
mind they’re scheduled to go up next year when 
the Bush-era tax cuts expire.

It seems tax cuts usually expire whereas gov-
ernment spending programs live on forever. May-
be that’s the cost of living in this great culture. 
But we don’t have to like it. 

By Chan Lowe, Sun-Sentinel, Ft. Lauderdale, Tribune Media


