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I’m going to buy your newspaper no 
matter what it costs. That’s right honey, 
I’m your new boss and boy, there are go-
ing to be some changes. First, the dress 
code. From now on you’ll be wearing 
fancy cowboy boots, hip-hugging leath-
er pants and colorful Hawaiian shirts ev-
ery day. Don’t let me catch you out of 
uniform or Auntie Gert will have to give 
you a spanking.

She then bolted out of the house 
shouting, “Buckle your seatbelt. We’re 
ready for blast off.”

Before I could catch my breath, 
Dancing Eddie showed up.

“Glad you’re home buckaroo,” Danc-
ing Eddie said. “I have some big news. 
I’m going to be on TV. Ellen DeGeneres 
is doing a show on older men who fi nd 
themselves pursued by younger women, 
and I’m the guest of honor.”

Sunday was wild at my house. First, 
Aunt Gert showed up.

“I won!” she screamed as she burst 
through the door. “I won the lottery and 
the whole world is going to be mine.

She wore a pair of skin-tight jeans 
with the words “Hot Stuff” spelled out 
in Rhinestones down the side of each 
leg and her baseball cap said, “Kiss Me, 
I’m Rich!”

“Don’t stand there looking like you 
swallowed a grenade,” chuckled Gert. 
“Didn’t you hear me? I’m the richest 
woman in the country and guess what? 

By this time my head was spinning. 
A man can only take so much weirdness 
in one day. 

“Someone told Ellen about my prow-
ess on the dance fl oor,” Eddie explained. 
“She will have some of the county’s 
most beautiful women testify about how 
desirable I am and then I’ll do a little 
Texas-Two Step with Ellen herself.”

Dancing Eddie fl ew out the door say-
ing, “Got to go. Ellen wants me to get a 
hair cut and a new pair of dancing shoes 
before the big show.”

Five minutes after he left, the Owen 
County Farmer and his fi ve beautiful 
Asian assistants stopped by.

“We have come up with a fantastic 
idea,” the Farmer said. “Because our rice 
business is going so well, we are ready to 
venture into the new and exciting world 
of caterpillar farming.”

Alex Kearns

This and That

See Alex Kearns, page 3

I was confused because I thought 
caterpillars sounded as exciting as road 
tar.

“We need the caterpillars because 
we’re going to start making silk and 
they can produce our thread. We plan to 
create the fi nest lingerie known to man 
from our silk and  we’ll make millions. 
I’m going to use the girls as models in 
our catalog and we want you to shoot 
the pictures. It’ll be a blast!”

With that, he and the girls rushed 
out of my house claiming they had to 
get home because it was caterpillar 
feeding time.

When they left, I fi nally had time 
to collect my thoughts. After a few 
minutes, a smile came to my face and 
I thought to myself how grateful I am. 
Grateful April Fool’s Day comes along 
only once a year.

I’m glad it happens only once a year

Easter in the churches - See page 12

Police offi cers believe 
they thwarted a student’s 
plan to explode a bomb in 
the high school in early 
February.

Deputy Sheriff Ryan 
Morris, who has an offi ce 
in the high school, fi rst 
learned of the plan when 
a female student told him 
she heard a fellow student 
say he wanted to blow up 
the school.

“I have a good relation-
ship with many of the stu-
dents and they feel com-
fortable talking to me,” 
said Morris. “A girl told 
me what she heard and 
I investigated. I encour-
age all students to tell me 
about anything that con-
cerns them. That’s part of 
my job.”

Morris, who was aided 
in the investigation by 
Warsaw Police Offi cer 
Brent Caldwell, confront-
ed the student. After an 
interrogation of the stu-
dent, Morris found direc-
tions for making a bomb 
and literature that led the 
deputy to believe the stu-
dent planned to carry out 
his threat.

“I believe some-
thing terrible could have 

happened if we hadn’t
stepped in,” Morris said.
“I believe the threat was 
very real and this student
had every intention of try-
ing to make and explode 
a bomb in or around the
school.”

The student, who is 
a minor, was charged in
juvenile court with ter-
roristic threatening and
has been expelled. More
charges may be forthcom-
ing.

The case has not yet
been heard by a judge,
Morris said. The names of
minors are not released by
the court system or by law
enforcement.

Superintendent of
Schools Dot Perkins said
neither she nor anyone at
the school could comment
on the case because stu-
dents are involved.

“We are so lucky that
girl talked to Deputy
Morris,” said a parent
of a high school student
who is familiar with the
case but asked not to be
identifi ed. “She stopped
the whole thing before it
became a national horror 
story. She should receive
a medal for her heroism.”

Bomb threat
thwarted at
High School
Deputy Ryan Morris
told of student’s plans

A Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish and Wild-
life conservation offi cer, 
whose district includes 
Gallatin County, is fac-
ing ethics and criminal 
charges for allegedly us-
ing his position between 
the years 2007 and 2011 
to help his own commer-
cial fi shing business.

Dennis Sharon of Car-
roll County was charged 
with nine ethics viola-
tions on March 19, in a 
19-page report made by 
a fi ve-member Kentucky 
Executive Branch Ethics 
Commission. Besides be-
ing accused of illegally 
furthering his own fi shing 
business he’s also accused 
of helping others avoid 

prosecution for fi shing 
violations. The report also 
said he used his author-
ity as a Kentucky law en-
forcement offi cer to fi sh 
commercially in restrict-
ed waters. Furthermore it 
says he lied to Kentucky 
and Indiana authorities 
when he was confronted 
on the charges.

The report alleges Sha-
ron, a former Kentucky 
State Trooper, committed 
ethical violations by do-
ing business with a per-
son he had arrested, using 
information he gathered 
as a conservation offi cer 
to help his own business 
and intervening with a 
Kentucky prosecutor and 
fellow conservation offi -

cer in an attempt to head 
off a case against a rela-
tive of one of his business 
customers.

Each of the nine counts 
carries a maximum pen-
alty of $5,000. In addition 
to the ethics charges, Sha-
ron was charged in Swit-
zerland County, Ind., with 
criminal violations related 
to the ethics charges.

Sharon has been placed 
on “investigative leave” 
by the Fish and Wildlife 
Department. The Depart-
ment has 60 days to make 
a decision to terminate 
or reinstate him. He said 
he believes he did noth-
ing unethical but declined 

to comment further. The 
charges date back to 
April, 2007, and allegedly 
occurred every year until 
April, 2011.

Sharon was involved 
in the lucrative business 
of harvesting eggs or roe 
from paddlefi sh, which is 
sold as expensive caviar 
to countries such as Rus-
sia and Japan. Paddlefi sh 
are strictly protected be-
cause their eggs are so 
valuable and their num-
bers are declining.

Sharon is also being 
investigated by the U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, 
the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources.

Gallatin County soph-
omore Alex Kearns has 
been accepted at one of 
the country’s highest rat-
ed schools to complete his 
high school education.

Kearns will enroll at 
the (Carol Martin) Gatton 
Academy of Mathematics 
and Science at Western 
Kentucky University next 
fall. He will receive high 
school and college credit 
for the classes he takes 
there. The prestigious 
Gatton Academy accepts 
about 50 students from 
Kentucky each year and 
Kearns is the fi rst from 

Gallatin County to be se-
lected.

The mission of the Gat-
ton Academy is to offer a 
residential program for 
intelligent, highly mo-
tivated Kentucky high 
school students who have 
demonstrated an inter-
est in pursuing advanced 
careers in science, tech-
nology, engineering and 
mathematics.

“This is something 
Alex and our whole fam-
ily have been talking 
about for at least two 
years,” said Renee Ke-
arns, Alex’s mother. “It’s 

a hard decision because 
he’ll leave home but he’s 
excited about the chal-
lenge and the educational 
opportunities waiting for 
him. We are so proud and 
happy that he’s been able 
to achieve this goal.”

While at the Academy, 
Alex will take Western 
Kentucky University col-
lege courses. His class-
mates will be fellow Gat-
ton Academy students 
as well as university stu-
dents. He will still gradu-
ate from high school with 
his Gallatin County Class 
of 2014 and is eligible to 
participate in all Gallatin 
County programs. The 
Academy will pay for 
all his expenses except 
books.

Once he graduates from 
Gatton, he will be able to 
stay at WKU or transfer 
to another university to 
complete his bachelor’s 
degrees. Many universi-
ties offer Gatton gradu-

ates full scholarships to
continue their studies. 

“Alex has spent his en-
tire educational career in
Gallatin County and we
couldn’t be more proud of 
him,” said Superintendent
of Schools Dot Perkins.
“He’s a personable young
man who is involved in
numerous extra-curricular  
activities. He epitomizes
the type of student who 
can and will excel in an
advanced academic pro-

The public is invited to 
attend Gallatin County’s 
Community Good Friday 
Service.

The service will be held 
this Friday, April 6, at the 
Warsaw Baptist Church 
at 6 p.m. Darrell Maines, 
pastor of the Warsaw 

Methodist Church, will 
be in charge of the music 
and Rev. Matthew Gul-
lion of the Harvest Baptist 
Church in Warsaw will 
deliver the sermon.

See page 12 for a com-
plete schedule of Gallatin 
County Easter services

Good Friday services

Kearns to complete high school
at prestigious Gatton Academy

Meeting the candidates
Gallatin County Democrats held a reception Monday evening at the Extenstion offi ce to intro-

duce candidates running in the May 22, Primary Election. Here, Greg Frank (left), a Democrat 
running for U. S. Congress, talks to the crowd. Frank’s opponent, Bill Adkins, also spoke as did 
two candidates running for the state’s House of Representatives, Kay Patton and Wanda Crupper 
Hammons. Photo by Kelley Warnick

Conservation offi cer charged

Play ball
Our recent warm weather produced perfect 

conditions last Friday for Heather Johnson and 
her son, Kyan, to watch a softball game at the 
high school. Nice weather is predicted through 
the Easter weekend Photo by Kelley Warnick


