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I
n the late 1990s, a peculiar global
fever broke out. Boys in Afghani-
stan began cutting their hair like
Leonardo DiCaprio, girls in Japan
held parties to weep together
while listening to “My Heart Will

Go On,” and cruise line staffers
had to keep peeling adventure-
some passengers from the
bows of their ships.

The whole world, it seemed,
needed a good cry — and
found it in the movie “Titan-
ic,” James Cameron’s extrav-

agant retelling of the luxury
ocean liner’s 1912 sinking.

After its 1997 premiere,
“Titanic” sailed on to

gross $1.8 billion
globally, a record

that would not be
surpassed at the
box office for
12 years —
until Camer-
on’s 2009
3-D fantasy
“Avatar.”

Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet in a scene from the 3-D version of James Cameron’s romantic epic “Titanic.”

By Rebecca Keegan
Los Angeles Times

See TITANIC, Page D12

When Scott Shuffitt was a
budding entrepreneur15 years
ago, he would take T-shirts to ear
X-tacy records, where he sold
them on consignment. The experi-

ence stuck with
him.

“When I’d go in
there, it was al-
ways incredibly
inspiring to me,”
said Shuffitt, who
went on to co-
found the Lebow-
ski Fest with
friend Will Rus-
sell, and who met
many more
friends through

the community that grew around
ear X-tacy.

Louisville’s most famous rec-
ord store closed for good last
October after 26 years, and for the
entirety of its final 20 months in
business, Shuffitt worked on a
documentary about the store’s
struggles, its legacy and its impor-
tance to Louisville’s music cul-
ture.

“Brick and Mortar and Love”
will make its debut at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday at the Louisville Science

Center, 727 W. Main St. There will
be a question-and-answer session
afterward with Shuffitt and ear
X-tacy’s former owner, John Tim-
mons.

Shuffitt said the film started as
a way to rally support for the
store, but its ending was provided
for him when Timmons closed the
doors on Halloween. Still, it serves
as both a tribute to the store that
helped launch a thousand bands
(and support a thousand bassists)

and as a cautionary tale.
Ear X-tacy was a longtime

supporter of local music through
its in-house label, sponsorship of
concert series and numerous
in-store performances. A genera-
tion of Louisvillians was intro-
duced to a variety of nonmain-
stream original music through the
store, which became nationally
known thanks to touring mu-
sicians and the store’s famous
bumper-sticker/logo.

Louisville has always been
blessed with good record stores,
and still is, but few would deny
that ear X-tacy raised the bar.

“The story, as I see it, is that we
as a society are trading culture for
convenience, and I hope that’s the
thing that shines though,” Shuffitt
said. “For people outside of Louis-
ville who might see it, it’s more
‘OK, don’t let this happen in
your city. Make sure
you support your
local record
store.’ ”

Tickets will
not be avail-
able at the
door, but can
be purchased
until 6 p.m.
Saturday at
Ticketweb.com
or Please and
Thank You, 800 E.
Market St.

JackWhite takes flight
Did you get the new Jack White

single, “Freedom at 21”? Me nei-
ther. That wind shift earlier this
week, when that front moved
through unexpectedly, really

messed with our chances, didn’t
it?

White released1,000 copies of
“Freedom at 21” via blue helium
balloon from his Third Man Rec-
ords offices in Nashville. The
Third Man carrier pigeons were
apparently on vacation. Flexi-
discs were tied to the biodegrad-
able balloons with twine, in what a
press release described as “an

experiment exploring
nontraditional forms of

record distribution
and a way to get
records in the
hands of people
who don’t visit
record shops.”

That would be
just about everyone

(see above item).
White has always

loved limited-edition
releases, and only around

100 of the singles are expected
to be recovered, with 99 of those
listed on eBay within15 minutes of
landing.

Contact Jeffrey Lee Puckett at (502)
582-4160. Or you can email him
at jpuckett@courier-journal.com.

Film follows ear X-tacy’s swan song

TRACKS
Jeffrey Lee

Puckett

Scott Shuffitt’s film started as a way to rally support for the store.

TALKING MUSIC
Jeffrey Lee Puckett and Dan
Klepal take on music in their
weekly Talking Music video
show at www.courier-jour-

nal.com/talkingmusic.
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