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The $2.6 billion Ohio
River Bridges Project calls
for a new downtown bridge
and an eastern span be-
tween Utica, Ind., and Pros-
pect, as well as a rebuilt
Spaghetti Junction inter-
change, where Interstates
64, 65 and 71 meet near
downtown Louisville.

Indiana is in charge of
building the eastern seg-
ment, while Kentucky will
oversee the downtown por-
tion. Those spans, along
with the existing Kennedy
Bridge, would be tolled un-
der a plan agreed upon by
Kentucky and Indiana that
still needs Federal High-
way Administration ap-
proval.

A separate analysis of
commuting patterns, also
requested by the Ogle
Foundation and conducted
by local economists Paul
Coomes and Eric Schansb-
erg, concluded that Indiana
drivers would pay the
brunt of those tolls. While
Kentucky residents would
pay $3.6 million annually
based on a $1, one-way toll,
Hoosier commuters would
be charged $8.6 million a
year.

Kent Lanum, the foun-
dation’s president and
CEO, said the reports re-
leased Thursday are meant
to be part of the public dis-
cussion of the project,
which has been planned for
decades and was given fed-
eral authorization in 2003.

“This is really for the
public,” he said. “… We just
feel that some of the infor-
mation out there needs to
be discussed.”

Kentucky and Indiana
transportation officials
said they were reviewing
the findings.

Half of those surveyed
said they “moderately” or
“strongly” supported tolls
to help pay for the project.
Twelve percent of those
who said they “strongly”
favored tolls were also fre-
quent commuters — some-

one who makes four or
more cross-river round
trips in a typical week.

Among frequent com-
muters, 35 percent cate-
gorically opposed tolls,
while 17 percent opposed
tolls but were open to
changing their minds.

The poll found that 26
percent of respondents
said they would make few-
er trips across the river if
all new and existing
bridges were tolled, and 62
percent said they would
cross a tolled bridge if it
was the most convenient
route, while 32 percent said
they would avoid toll
bridges in favor of non-
tolled spans such as the
Sherman Minton and Clark
Memorial.

However, the poll did
not ask whether residents

would make more or fewer
trips across the river if
tolls were placed only on
the new downtown, East
End and Kennedy bridges.

That’s a key omission,
said Paul Fetter, a member
of the Clarksville Town
Council and a founder of
the No2BridgeTolls organi-
zation in Southern Indiana.

“I think that still needs
to be asked by somebody in
an economic impact study,"
Fetter said.

Meanwhile, support for
tolling the Kennedy, Sher-
man Minton and Clark
bridges was less than 33
percent.

Still, Louisville Mayor
Greg Fischer said the poll’s
findings show support for
the project, which is sched-
uled to start construction
as early as late this year.

“It just accentuates the
demand for the bridges,”
Fischer said.

Jeffersonville Mayor
Mike Moore did not imme-
diately return a message
seeking comment.

The survey found that
27 percent of respondents
said they are satisfied with
local leadership on the pro-
ject.

The poll found that
among the three elements
of the project, the East End
Bridge received support
from 69 percent of those
surveyed, while the Spa-
ghetti Junction work gar-
nered 58 percent. Forty-
seven percent gave the
same level of support to
building a downtown
bridge and turning the
Kennedy Bridge into a
southbound-only span.

Foundation chairman
Bob Lanum, who is Kent
Lanum’s father, said the
survey has been under con-
sideration for about two
years. He said it is an iter-
ation of an economic im-
pact study that was an-
nounced last year but nev-
er completed.

The Courier-Journal re-
ported last summer that In-
diana officials halted the
study because of concerns
that a separate report re-
quired under state law
might duplicate the effort.

On Thursday, Bob La-
num placed the blame on
Indiana leaders.

“It was submitted to the
state of Indiana and they
decided that they could not
control the results, so they
killed the project,” he said.
“That’s just the blunt
truth.”

Asked to address those
comments, Indiana De-
partment of Transporta-
tion spokesman Will Wing-
field said, “Indiana doesn’t
control the Ogle Founda-
tion or any other outside
group, and they can con-
duct a survey of this type
any time they want.“

The poll found that Hoo-
siers cross the Ohio River
about four times more of-

ten than Kentucky resi-
dents. People living in
Clark and Floyd counties in
Indiana averaged about
five trips — or 10 crossings
— per week, while Louis-
ville residents averaged
slightly more than one such
trip each week.

In all, 61 percent fa-
vored removing the Dru-
manard Estate in eastern
Jefferson County from the
National Register of His-
toric Places. The historic
designation forced project
planners to propose a $261
million tunnel under the es-
tate, which the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet has
agreed to purchase.

Reporter Marcus Green can
be reached at (502) 582-4675.
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This rendering shows how the new eastern bridge across the Ohio River would look. COURTESY OF PB AMERICAS
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Number who say the
project is “extremely”
or “somewhat” impor-
tant.

Number who say the
Ohio River Bridges Pro-
ject will have a positive
impact on Southern
Indiana.

THE OGLE
FOUNDATION
Established: 1979
Location: Jeffersonville, Ind.
Mission: To fulfill Paul Ogle’s
wish to give back to the
community by strategically
funding nonprofit organiza-
tions, activities and projects
that directly improve the lives
of the residents of Southern
Indiana.
Grants and scholarships to
date: $72 million
Source: Ogle Foundation

Number who say the
project will have a posi-
tive impact on down-
town Louisville.
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