
$1.00
retail

For home
delivery
pricing

see
Page 2.

KY DLY

METRO EDITION L O U I S V I L L E , K E N T U C K Y courier-journal.com F R I D AY , A P R I L 6 , 2 0 1 2 USPS 135560

Text CJNEWS to
44636 (4INFO)
for the local
news alerts

BREAKING NEWS
ON YOUR CELL
PHONE

Business B6
Comics D10
Deaths B4
Editorial A8
Lottery A2
Markets B7

Metro B1
Movies D6
Sports C1
TV D11
Classified E1
Velocity D1

INDEX 46 PAGES

AT COURIER-JOURNAL.COM
Find and write your own neighborhood
news every day at courier-journal.com/
louisville-neighborhoods

LEXINGTON, Ky. — More than a
decade before former Kentucky
state Rep. Steve Nunn was sentenced
to life in prison for murdering his ex-
fiancee, he received a stern warning
from his father, former Gov. Louie B.
Nunn, that “someday God will hum-
ble you.”

Gov. Nunn, who died in January
2004, included the message in a two-
page letter dated Aug. 4, 1997, accus-
ing his son of mental and physical
abuse — both to him and other family

members.
The letter was part of a final batch

of records released
Thursday in the 2009
shooting death of
Amanda Ross by
Steve Nunn, 59, a for-
mer state representa-
tive from Glasgow
who pleaded guilty to
murdering Ross, 29,
outside her Lexington
townhome.

In his letter to his son, the former
governor foretold: “You are going to
wake up some morning and be all

alone.”
Louie Nunn closed his admonish-

ment by writing: “To the fullest ex-
tent possible within my mind and
memory, you do not exist. You have
had many choices and chances to
amend. Your decisions have been oth-
erwise. May God have mercy.”

Also among the records released

Nunn’s records revealing
Documents from murder case paint image of abuse, emotional instability
By Mike Wynn and Tom Loftus
The Courier-Journal

Steve Nunn

See NUNN, Page A10

STEVE NUNN
Review documents, see videos and pho-
to galleries in the online version of this
story at www.courier-journal.com.
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A public-opinion poll commissioned by a
Southern Indiana foundation finds little sat-
isfaction with how elected officials and com-
munity leaders have handled the Ohio River
Bridges Project — and mixed support for
tolls to help pay for two new bridges.

The research, released Thursday by the
Paul Ogle Foundation of Jeffersonville, Ind.,
also shows a lack of public backing for tolls
on the Kennedy Bridge and overwhelming
oppositionto theprospectof tollsontheSher-
man Minton and Clark Memorial bridges.

The findings, based on interviews by
Louisville-based Thoroughbred Research
Group with Hoosiers and Kentuckians, show
that 69 percent of those surveyed describe

the bridges as a “somewhat” or “extremely”
important project.

In all, 46 percent — and 63 percent of fre-
quent cross-river commuters — said they
“strongly favor” building more bridges.

The research included landline and cell
phone conversations with 875 adults in a 13-
county area — Clark, Floyd, Harrison and
Washington in Indiana; and Bullitt, Henry,
Jefferson, Meade, Nelson, Oldham, Shelby,
Spencer and Trimble in Kentucky.

Interviews were conducted March 7-12.
The margin of error was 3.3 percentage
points.

POLL ON BRIDGES
IS A MIXED BAG

Leaders panned, certain tolls find some support
By Marcus Green
magreen@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Southbound traffic crosses the Kennedy Bridge. Under the proposal for a new downtown
bridge, the Kennedy would convert to southbound only. KYLENE LLOYD/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

See BRIDGES, Page A4

SEE THE FINDINGS
Read the full reports at www.bridgeimpacts.com.
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$3.6 M

50%

26%

$8.6 M

Number who
support the gen-
eral use of tolls
to pay for the
project.

Number who say
they will cross
the river less
often if all
bridges are
tolled.

Amount in tolls
Indiana commut-
ers would pay
annually based
on a $1, one-way
toll.

Amount in tolls
Kentucky com-
muters would pay
annually based
on a $1, one-way
toll.

27%
Number who
say they are
satisfied with
how officials
and community
leaders have
handled the
project.

SOURCE: THOROUGHBRED

RESEARCH GROUP; PAUL

COOMES AND ERIC

SCHANSBERG

The Louisville Orchestra will begin
hiring musicians this month to replace
those who have been enmeshed in con-
tentious negotiations with the organiza-
tion for nearly a year, orchestra CEO
Robert Birman said Thursday.

“We declared that negotiations were
over a long time ago,” Birman said. “If
the players want to make a proposal,
they have that option,
but we are at an im-
passe.”

Birman said man-
agement will start hir-
ing musicians in April
and May, “and the goal
would be to have an or-
chestra by September.”

Birman’s comments
came the same day the
Louisville Orchestra
Musicians’ Association
held a news conference
on the steps of the Ken-
tucky Center, calling for
both sides to work with
an arbitrator who also is
an orchestra industry
professional to break
the impasse.

Under the musicians’
proposal, sent to man-
agement last week, the arbitrator would
make binding recommendations con-
cerning the musicians’ contract and
management of the organization.

But the orchestra rejected that pro-
posal Tuesday in a letter from its attor-
ney James U. Smith III, who stated that
the board had “nothing further to dis-
cuss” with the musicians. “These nego-
tiations remain hopelessly deadlocked
and at impasse,” he stated.

At Thursday’s news conference, Kim
Tichenor, a violinist with the orchestra
and the players’ negotiating committee
chair, said the musicians’ association
members are calling on the board to
“pick up the phone and call us” to ar-
range to talk about their proposal and
“quit negotiating solely through their

Orchestra
plans to
begin
replacing
musicians
Cites impasse; players
repeat call for arbitrator

See ORCHESTRA, Page A2

By Elizabeth Kramer
ekramer@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

“We
declared
that
negotiations
were over a
long time
ago.”

ROBERT
BIRMAN,
Louisville
Orchestra CEO
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