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Dillard’s Rewards
All about choice. All about you.

Choose the Dillard’s Card
Reward Option you like best.

Visit Dillards.com/mychoice for more information on how to enroll.
*See Rewards Program terms for details.

Earn points toward

10%
Earn points toward

$10Off Shopping Passes*
with no limit to how much you can
save at Dillard’s all day, one day.

Reward Certificates*
that you can use on all Dillard’s
merchandise. No exclusions.

OR

Call 1-800-345-5273 to find a Dillard’s near you.

find your

perfect
pump

BCBGeneration
“Cielo”
Pink, black,
white, 6-10M.
$89

Jessica Simpson
“Josette”
Ivory & red patent,
black leather, raspberry
patent, pewter leather,
6-10M.

5999

Kenneth Cole
Reaction “Know Way”
Gold, pewter, royal,
black, seashell, 6-10M.
$69

Jessica Simpson
“Calie”
White & blush patent,
floral print, black
patent, 6-10M.
$79

Just in time for

Leo & Nicole
$34 Cardigans
$24 Tanks
Algiers blue, black, white, peach
fuzz, halo, azure, & honeydew,
sizes s-xl.

CJ-0000330468

Thursday are pages of in-
terviews that describe de-
tails of the largely hidden
life of Steve Nunn, a popu-
lar state politician who
grew up in the Governor’s
Mansion, unsuccessfully
sought the office himself,
and descended into a life of
recklessness and, eventu-
ally, murder. He is serving
life without the possibility
of parole at the Roederer
Correctional Complex in
La Grange.

Ross, an official of the
state Department of Insur-
ance, and Nunn, an official
of the state Cabinet for
Health and Family Ser-
vices, had dated and for a
time and were engaged.
But the relationship soured
and in early 2009 Ross ac-
cused Nunn of hitting her
and obtained an emergen-
cy protective order against
him, which cost Nunn his
state job.

The case records in-
clude photos and video
footage from a school secu-
rity camera near the crime
scene in downtown Lexing-
ton.

Authorities initially de-
nied access to the investi-
gative file, arguing, in part,
that police do not have to
release the files until
Nunn's sentence has been
fully served. But the city
reversed course following
an open-records dispute
with The Courier-Journal
and other media and re-
leased a portion of the doc-
uments in August.

Those records detailed
Nunn’s capture at a ceme-
tery in Hart County, as he
sat after slitting his wrists
near the graves of his par-
ents — Louie Nunn and
Beula Cornelius Nunn —
and apologized to his
daughters by phone.

In dozens of police inter-
views, family and friends
described Nunn as emo-
tionally unstable, drinking
heavily and making erratic
statements about depres-
sion and death in the days
before the murder.

Records released
Thursday include similar
statements, but many are
from earlier chapters of
Steve Nunn’s life.

For instance, a police
summary of an interview
with Steve Nunn’s first
wife, Martha Lu Nunn,
states: “She advised that
they had met and got mar-
ried and that during the
marriage that he was both
physically and mentally
abusive to her and that he
had committed adultery as
well.”

Martha Lu Nunn told in-
vestigators days after the
shooting that she was “ter-
rified” that Nunn might be
released from jail.

“Ms. Nunn explained
that he has two sides, his
personal side and his politi-
cal side, and that every-
body politically thinks he is
a super nice guy with a
warm personality and that
his personal side, he is nar-
cissistic and violent,” the
police summary of the in-
terview states.

Jennie Lou Penn, Steve
Nunn’s older sister, also
said Steve Nunn had phys-
ically abused her. Penn said
she got along with her
brother, but after the fam-
ily moved to Frankfort her
brother started getting into
trouble.

She said, according to
the interview summary,
“Her father would punish
him. Her mother would
then let Steve out of his
punishment. … KSP (Ken-
tucky State Police) also
protected Steve.”

She described an al-
leged encounter in the
early 1970s when she said
he “choked her and
slammed her into a refrig-
erator.”

Penn also recounted, ac-
cording to the summary, “a
story about a time that she
was visiting her mother
and Steve had the woman
who he committed adultery
with in the basement and
he was sneaking her a plate
of food, and her mother fi-
nally told Steve that she did
not appreciate it.”

Penn said she did not
reconcile with her brother.

“She described Steve as
always wanting to be Louie
Nunn, but he was never
close to Louie Nunn,” the
summary of her interview
states. “She advised that
her father knew (that) to
get respect you have to
give respect, and Steve
does not know anything
about giving respect.”

Other records include
accounts from two prosti-

tutes that Nunn hired to
perform threesomes on
two occasions at a Motel 6.
Nunn met one of the wom-
en through a “sugar dad-
dies” website and paid $400
for the encounters, accord-
ing to interviews.

One of the prostitutes
described Nunn as “quite
an a-- and a butthead.” The
other woman said he called
them derogatory names

and acted aggressively
during the sexual encoun-
ters.

Several witnesses also
said Nunn showed them
nude photos of Ross in the
months before the shooting

One interview summary
tells how Nunn carried the
photos to Keeneland in a
racing program and
showed them to at least two
female acquaintances,

commenting that Ross had
ruined his life and now he
was attempting to ruin hers
in return.

Nunn later flaunted the
images to two more female
acquaintances and a bar-
tender at Cattleman’s
Roadhouse, witnesses told
police.

News reports a week af-
ter the murder of Ross de-
tailed another letter Louie

Nunn had written to Steve
Nunn, accusing his son of
abuse. That handwritten,
nine-page letter had been
filed as an exhibit in the di-
vorce case of Louie Nunn
and Beula Nunn in Barren
Circuit Court.

The letter released with
the investigative records
Thursday is typewritten
with three handwritten
notes added by Louie Nunn.

The former governor
enclosed with the letter a
check for $10,000, but the
purpose of the check is not
fully explained: “I am send-
ing this because it is owed,
not because of any threats
from any lawyers, you or
anyone else.”

The father told his son:
“I would further hope in
some way this might cause
you to stop your lying and
cheating, mistreating your
family, and try to become a
man.”

Louie Nunn, governor in
1967-71, and Steve Nunn
reconciled shortly before
Steve Nunn launched an
unsuccessful bid for the
2003 Republican nomina-
tion for governor.

Reporters Mike Wynn and
Tom Loftus can be reached at
(502) 875-5136.
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Gravesite in Hart County of Steve Nunn’s parents, former Gov. Louie B. Nunn and Beula Nunn. Steve Nunn attempted
suicide at the cemetery after killing Amanda Ross in 2009. LEXINGTON-FAYETTE URBAN COUNTY GOVERNMENT PHOTO
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