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wedding details

Getting married during the holidays
Although prime wedding 

season runs from May through 
October, many brides- and 
grooms-to-be choose to tie the 
knot during the winter, with 
the holidays providing a pop-
ular backdrop to the wedding 
festivities.

Holiday weddings are of-
ten joyous affairs. People are 
jolly, decorations abound, and 
there’s a chance that some 
snowfall can make your pic-
turesque photo dreams come 
true. And considering most 
churches and reception sites 
are already trimmed in sea-
sonal decor to accommo-
date various holiday parties, 
chances are you can save a 

little money on fl oral arrange-
ments and extra accessories.

Having a wedding during 
the holidays also makes it easi-
er to plan out themes and color 
schemes. For those who have 
diffi culty deciding on bubble-
gum pink bridesmaids gowns 
or teal table linens, working 
with the colors of the winter 
season makes planning sim-
ple. Choose among burgundy, 
berry red, forest green, gold, 
silver, cream, and light blue 
to set the mood of the event. 
Deep red gowns complement 
any skin tone, and bouquets 
full of green and white fi ll call 
to mind a light snow dusting 
evergreen boughs.

When selecting wedding 
invitations, be sure to choose 
a design that will set the in-
vitation apart from the holi-
day greetings already being 
delivered to wedding guests. 
You may want to forgo a folded 
card or any holiday inspired 
embellishments on the 
invitations alto-
gether. Instead, 
go with a clas-
sic white or 
o f f - w h i t e 
card. A bor-
der of snow-
f lakes or a 
mention of a 
holiday theme 
in the invitation 
wording will clue in 
guests to the wedding’s holi-
day theme. Because the holi-
days are already a busy time of 
the year, there are a few other 
considerations couples should 
heed when planning.

Push up the dates you do 
all of your meetings with 
vendors. The season is awash 
in parties and other festive 
events; therefore, reception 
sites, caterers, fl orists, limou-
sine services, and disc jockeys 
may book quickly. Try to se-
cure as many vendors as pos-
sible as soon as you set your 
wedding date.

Consult with a clergy 
member to discuss having a 
religious wedding during the 
holiday season. Certain dates 
may be restricted due to litur-
gical requirements or simply 
because of special church-re-
lated events. 

Wedding guests are likely 
to be busy themselves dur-
ing the holiday season, so be 
sure to send out save-the-date 
cards to advertise your wed-
ding well in advance of send-
ing out the actual invitations. 
When invitations are mailed, 
do so about 3 months before 
the wedding.

Flowers may be more ex-
pensive this time of the year, 
so spread a tight budget by 
including candles, greenery 
(like evergreen branches or 
holly) or simple poinsettia 

plants with other more tradi-
tional fl owers.

Be sure to factor weather 
into the planning. If gowns 
will not have sleeves, be sure to 
select shrugs or capes that can 
be worn for warmth. Muffs or 
full-arm gloves can be elegant 
and warming as well.

Get creative with wedding 
cakes to tie into the theme. An 
all-white cake can look like it’s 
covered in snow. A cake can be 
shaped into a wrapped gift or 

a giant ornament.
Also keep in mind that this 

is a busy travel season. There-
fore you may want to wait un-
til well after New Year’s before 
embarking on your honey-
moon. Otherwise you could 
pay a premium for airline tick-
ets.

A wedding during the hol-
iday season can be magical 
and something that adds even 
more sentimental value to an 
already joyous time of year.  
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