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Space wasn’t large enough for ice storm of 2009

Business A5
Classified B4-6
Comics  B7
Editorials  A4

Obituaries  A2
Spectrum A6
Sports B1-4
TV news  B8

MONDAY
FEBRUARY 13, 2012

Frankfort Fac : 
Mary Nuckols

INSIDE

Should women in the military 
be assigned to the front lines of 

WEEKLY POLL
Women at war

ground combat?
Yes, 56%   No, 43%
Total votes: 51
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Yes ® No®

BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
KWHEATLEY@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

The state’s Emergency Opera-
tions Center can withstand a nu-
clear blast and an earthquake, 
but it can’t adequately house 
the multitude of state and fed-
eral offi cials who converge on 
Frankfort during presidentially 
declared emergencies.

Citing a lack of space in the 
26,000-square-foot facility at 

Boone National Guard Center, 
the state plans to build a new 
EOC building that will be about 
three times larger and cost more 
than $9 million, Director of Ken-
tucky Emergency Management 
John Heltzel said. 

“It’s actually confi gured to let 
us grow,” he said, noting opera-
tions will expand depending on 
the severity of disasters.

Federal grants will pay for 
about 98 percent of the project, 

which will connect to the cur-
rent EOC and is scheduled for 
completion by June 1, 2013, Hel-
tzel said. Morel Construction of 
Louisville is the primary con-
tractor.

The necessity of a larger EOC 
has been discussed for some 
time, but it became apparent 
during the ice storm of 2009, 
which cut off electricity in parts 
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About nine years ago, 
Mary Nuckols hit a low 
point.

The current assistant di-
rector at the Franklin Coun-
ty Senior Activity Center had 
lost both parents in a mat-
ter of months and was de-
pressed and drifting. 

Shuff ling through the 
motions at her Midway trav-
el agency, Avant Travel, Mary 
cycled through a lunchtime 
walk one afternoon.

As she began to cross a 
street, she turned to see an 
oncoming car. But grief-
stricken and detached from 
her surroundings, Mary kept 
walking. 

The car didn’t slow. As it 
roared closer, Mary caught 
sight of it again and fell to 
the ground before there was 
an accident.

“At that moment, I told 
myself, ‘You have got to get a 
grip.’”

It doesn’t seem possible 
that the energetic, sugary-
voiced 56-year-old of today 
is that same hurting woman, 
but Mary credits her current 
joy – at least in part – to that 
bleak time in her life.

The seniors she met 
through caring for her par-

ents evoked such a deep re-
spect from Mary that work-
ing at the Senior Activi-
ty Center now is an honor, 
working with its visitors a 
privilege. 

Her father served in the 
Navy, so Mary grew up all 
around the nation. It wasn’t 
until his retirement that the 
family of fi ve (Mary has two 
sisters, Debbie Bell and Ka-
thie Morinelli) finally set-
tled in Statesville, N.C., and 
bought a travel agency.

“I grew up stamping bro-
chures and traveling,” she 
recalled. “Oh, I loved it.”

Then in 1973, Mary en-
rolled in Catawba College 
in Salisbury, N.C. There, she 
met her future husband, Jim. 
The two married and moved 
back to Jim’s hometown of 
Midway before Mary grad-
uated and have lived in the 
small Kentucky town for the 
last 35 years.

A corn and soybean farm-
er, Jim works apart from his 
family’s well-known horse 
breeding business at Nuck-
ols Farm, where 2002 Ken-
tucky Derby and Preakness 
winner War Emblem was fa-
mously bred.

When the couple fi rst ar-
rived in Kentucky, Mary 

W
omen lef t 
happy, smil-
ing and satis-
fi ed.

As the saying goes, choc-
olate is as good as – well you 
know – it’s got those same 
brain pleasing elements 
and it defi nitely was fulfi ll-
ing for those who attended 
the Chocolate Lovers Work-
shop hosted by the Franklin 
County Cooperative Exten-
sion.

They were immersed 
in all things chocolate, in-
cluding the “King’s” favor-
ite sandwich and chocolate 
cobbler. 

The workshop featured 
dining manager Tanya 
Priddy from the Capital 
Plaza Hotel with her cu-
linary take on chocolate. 
There was lots of informa-
tion about the world-favor-
ite treat that originated with 
the Mayan Indians of Cen-
tral and South America.

“Make me a chocolate 
pie,” 94-year-old Mattie 
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Rankin said from her front 
row seat. “I love chocolate 
pie.”

While chocolate pie was 
not on Priddy’s class menu 
for Friday evening, there 
were lots of homemade 
chocolate desserts.

Prepared by Tamara 
Thomas, county extension 
agent for family and con-
sumer sciences, and other 
staff members, the dessert 
menu included a Crock Pot 
Chocolate Cake, a low fat 
Chocolate Cream Cheese 
Pie and Chocolate Pump-
kin Snack Cake, which 
were served as mini melt-
in-your-mouth muffi ns.

Thomas organized the 
workshop, which was open 
to the public for a $5 fee, 
and included gift-card priz-
es for dessert winners and 
gift bags.

Priddy led off with a 
chocolate-tini, or at least 
her version of one.

“I grew up a preacher’s 
kid, so at our house we call 
this chocolate punch,” she 
said, pouring two half-gal-
lons of ice cream and a half 
gallon of milk into a punch 
bowl along with a cooled 
mixture of coffee, sugar 
and water.

For a party effect, Priddy 
took martini glasses and 
rimmed them in cocoa or 
colored sugars. 

Into the glass went the 

John Heltzel, direc-
tor of Kentucky 
Emergency Man-
agement, stands 
where the new 
emergency opera-
tion center will be 
built at Boone 
Center National 
Guard Armory.
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Mary Nuckols, associate director of the Senior Activity Center, 
laughs with Dean Oney during the wood carving class at the 
center Thursday.

See SENIORS, A8

Job brightens 
her outlook

It’s an honor to work with seniors

See EOC, A7
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Kendell Roederer, 9, smiles as he enjoys a s’more Friday night at the extension office during the Chocolate Lovers class.
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Tanya Priddy, restaurant and bar manager at Capital Plaza 
Hotel, serves up chocolate punch Friday night at the exten-
sion office during the Chocolate Lovers class.
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Tanya Priddy creates tuxedo strawberries using white and 
dark chocolate.See CHOCOLATE, A7

Chocolate 
immersion
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