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BY DUNCAN GARDINER

Twenty years ago, Cy 
Brown, a retired U.S. Army 
program manager and Wood-
ford County resident, an-
swered an ad in The Wood-
ford Sun to start a recycling 
program at the request of 
local leaders. He began with a 
volunteer staff, a semi-tractor 
trailer, and a desire to help 
build a community where 
recycling is encouraged and 
utilized by each of us who 
live in this beautiful part of 
the country. I myself have 
become an advocate of recy-
cling. I want our community to 
continue to offer the services 
that we enjoy, such as curbside 
pickup for Versailles, Midway 
and county residents, as well 
as the additional services that 
are offered through our recy-
cling center at the county park. 
In many ways, Mr. Brown’s 
vision of recycling in Wood-
ford County has been fulfi lled.

The cost to pay for these 
services has also come a long 
way from the volunteer days 
of its humble beginnings.  
The county’s budget for solid 
waste/recycling will top $1 
million this fi scal year. Many 
people believe that recycling 
is somehow a money-maker. It 
is not. While the sale of metal, 
cardboard and other materials 
from our recycling center does 

Guest Opinion
The true cost of recycling 

and a new plan for the future
generate revenue, the cost to 
process that material greatly 
exceeds what it brings in. In 
the last three years, the solid 
waste/recycling center has 
cost the county on average 
$659,000 each year. That is al-
most $2 million during the last 
three years. As a taxpayer and 
a magistrate, I am concerned 
about this cost to our county.  

We also do not recycle 
glass. Many people don’t 
realize this, but all glass in 
Woodford County ends up in 
a landfi ll. I believe we should 
be able to recycle glass and I 
would like to fi nd a way to 
make this happen.

At our fi rst fi scal court 
meeting in February on Tues-
day, I made a presentation to 
my fellow magistrates and our 
county judge-executive re-
garding a proposal that will al-
low the residents of Woodford 
County to recycle glass and 
reduce the cost of recycling to 
our county by $250,000 each 
year. I don’t throw that number 
around lightly. I have had the 
opportunity to visit many of 
our surrounding communities 
to tour their recycling centers 
and I can confi dently say that 
no county spends anywhere 
close to what we spend based 
on the amount of material we 
recycle every year. 

 As a result of these visits 
with many of the solid waste/

recycling department heads 
in nearby counties, including
Fayette County, I believe the 
plan I’m proposing is realistic. 
We can save $250,000 per 
year, we can recycle glass and 
we can preserve all of the ser-
vices that we currently offer.

I would like your input.  I 
have made this plan available 
to anyone who would like to 
read this at www.woodfor-
drecycling.wordpress.com. 
Let me know what you think. 
My e-mail address is Dun-
canGardiner3@gmail.com. 
I also think it is important 
to let your elected leaders 
know what you think as well. 
The contact information for
our magistrates and county 
judge-executive can be found 
at www.woodfordcounty.
ky.gov/gov/fcourt.com. 

On Tuesday, March 13, 
during our regular fi scal court 
meeting, I will make the rec-
ommendation that we adopt
this new plan for recycling. 
Recycling was started in 
Woodford County 20 years 
ago to eliminate waste and 
promote the conservation of
our resources. Somewhere 
along the way we forgot that 
tax dollars are also a resource 
that should not be wasted. 

Duncan Gardiner is the 
magistrate for Woodford 
County’s 6th District.

From Our Files
10 Years Ago
February 14, 2002

Barbara A. Backer and the 
Backer Farm, LLC, have fi led 
a civil suit against Woodford 
Fiscal Court and the P&Z 
Commission following the 
denial of a zone change 
request.

Woodford County Middle 
School’s eighth-grade aca-
demic team won the 46th Dis-
trict Governor’s Cup title on 
Feb. 2. Among the top fi nish-
ers were Clay Royse, Taylor 
Phillips, Matthew Lodmell, 
Amanda Duckworth, Nesha 
Gole, Erica Papes, Kristen 
Branham, Liz Lancaster, and 
Seth Thompson.

Taylor Phillips also took 
top honors at the Capital 
Chapter of MathCounts in 
Frankfort Saturday.  

The WCHS Mat Jackets 
were champions of the re-
gional wrestling competition 
in Lexington Saturday, and 
all 14 wrestlers advanced to 
this week’s state tournament 
in Frankfort.

Nine WCHS swimmers 
advanced to this week’s state 
fi nals after strong regional 
scores.

  
25 Years Ago 
February 19, 1987 

Classes were canceled for 
the fi rst time this school year 
when an ice storm moved 
through the area Monday. 

School was still out Wednes-
day. 

A new bridge spanning 
South Elkhorn Creek on 
Payne’s Depot Road was 
completed last Friday. 

Lexington businessman 
Wallace Wilkinson filed 
Friday for the Democratic 
nomination for governor in 
the May primary. 

United L-N Glass of Ver-
sailles has been selected as a 
supplier for the Toyota plant 
in Georgetown. 

Karen  Boo ten  was 
crowned Woodford County 
High School Jacketfest queen 
Friday night. 

Jenny Fisher of Midway, 
who is with Delta Airlines, 
will be transferred to Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., at the end 
of the month. 

The Woodford County 
High School wrestling team 
won the regional tournament 
Saturday and qualifi ed nine 
wrestlers for this weekend’s 
state tournament. Winning 
championships in the region-
al were Marc Richardson, Jon 
Woolums, David McCoun, 
and Greg Means. 

40 Years Ago 
February 24, 1972 

Woodford County High 
School won its second state 
wrestling championship in 
three years last weekend. 
Individual weight classes 

were won by Jack Wood 
and Jeff Fitch, while Steve 
Hillock and Arnie Guy were 
runners-up in their divisions. 

Former Gov. A.B. Chan-
dler is at home after a two-
week stay in the University of 
Kentucky Chandler Medical 
Center Hospital and is recu-
perating well. 

John B. Breckinridge has 
announced as a candidate for 
the Sixth District congressio-
nal seat held now by William 
P. Curlin, Frankfort, who was 
chosen in a special election to 
fi ll the unexpired term of the 
late John C. Watts. Another 
contender for the position 
is Tom Ward of Woodford 
County. 

Gayle Forkner was the 
second runner-up in the 
Miss Frankfort Scholarship 
Pageant held Saturday night. 

Kay Threlkeld was named 
to the dean’s list for the fall 
semester at Murray State 
University. 

Three local young women, 
Betty Breeden, Frieda Wi-
ram, and Linda Seeley, have 
enlisted in the Women’s 
Army Corps and are under-
going basic training at Fort 
McClellan, Ala. 

Mark Parrott hit an 18-foot 
jump shot with 18 seconds re-
maining to lift the Woodford 
County High School Yellow 
Jackets to a 72-71 victory 
over Henry Clay Tuesday 
night. 

BY GOV. STEVE BESHEAR

The right to vote.
It is fundamental to us as 

Americans and as Kentuck-
ians. Most often we exercise 
it by electing our representa-
tives who then pass laws that 
govern our commonwealth and 
our country.

Sometimes, though, an 
issue demands that the voters 
of Kentucky have more direct 
input. When a new law would 
require a change in Kentucky’s 
constitution, that decision must 
be put directly in the hands of 
Kentucky voters.  Often, these 
are decisions that have such 
pivotal impact that they should 
be decided by the majority of 
Kentuckians – not just a ma-
jority of their representatives.

That is the situation we face 
as we try to recapture some of 
the gaming dollars – Kentucky 
dollars – that are leaving 
our state by the truckload. 
If Kentuckians are going to 
spend that kind of money on 
entertainment, let’s spend it 
and tax it at home.  

Hundreds of millions of 
dollars in tax revenue are leav-
ing our state as thousands of 
Kentuckians drive to Illinois, 
Indiana, Ohio, West Virginia 
and elsewhere to spend their 
entertainment dollars on gam-
ing. Kentucky money is fund-
ing early childhood education, 
schools, libraries, police offi -
cers, roads and bridges in our 
neighboring states. It makes 
no sense to continue watching 
that happen. 

Furthermore, one of Ken-
tucky’s signature industries – 
our equine industry –is losing 

Guest Opinion
Expanded gaming amendment

stature as other states use gam-
ing earnings to boost purses 
and breeders’ incentives. 
They’re luring race horses, 
broodmares and stallions away 
from the Horse Capital of the 
World, as well as the jobs that 
go with them.  We can – and 
must – reverse that trend.

That is why I, along with 
many of our legislators from 
both political parties, propose 
to give the voters of Kentucky 
the opportunity to allow similar 
types of expanded gaming in 
our commonwealth, and keep 
that money inside our borders.

This week, Sen. Damon 
Thayer and I introduced a 
constitutional amendment in 
the state Senate that would 
allow you – the citizens of 
this state – the opportunity 
to decide if our state should 
reap the benefi ts of expanded 
gaming in Kentucky. This 
bill is co-sponsored by both 
Republicans and Democrats 
in the Senate.

A change to Kentucky’s 
constitution would require the 
approval of an amendment dur-
ing the next general election, 
in November. Before that vote 
can happen, your senators and 
representatives in Frankfort 
will have to decide to put it on 
the ballot. Only then do you get 
to exercise your right and make 
your voice heard in how we 
chart the future in Kentucky. 

The proposed biennial bud-
get is bleak, thanks to a sagging 
national economy and slow-to-
recover state revenues.  All the 
big cost-saving measures have 
been taken. Deep and painful 
cuts are being made across 
state government.  Even critical 

areas like education will see 
some reductions, though not 
as much as most state services.  
Agencies and services will be 
cut to the bone.  

We are running a real risk 
of taking steps backward in 
multiple areas – education, 
public protection, job creation 
– and until our state generates 
more revenue, we will always 
fall behind.  

It’s simply time for us to 
decide where we want to go as 
a state. We can muddle along, 
and we can keep our head just 
above water.  But is just getting 
by enough for our families, for 
our children, or for our future?  
We don’t think so.  If we want to 
attack the fundamental weak-
nesses that have held our state 
back for generations, it has to 
begin with more revenue.  We 
can step out and really attack 
these persistent weaknesses 
such as education, health, and 
job training. We can do it by 
getting expanded gaming on 
the ballot and letting people 
vote on it this November.

We’ve all heard arguments 
for or against allowing expand-
ed gaming in Kentucky. But 
what we haven’t heard is one 
single reason why Kentuckians 
shouldn’t be allowed to vote 
on it and make the decision 
themselves.

Those elected offi cials who 
disagree with expanded gam-
ing should not deny their fellow 
citizens the right to vote on the 
issue.  Kentuckians deserve the 
opportunity to cast their ballots 
and have their votes counted 
on this important question. We 
want to hear your voices on this 
issue in November.

Midway still vital
Editor, The Sun:

I read last week’s letter to the editor and 
was somewhat confused as to the purpose of 
the letter. I wasn’t sure what the writer meant 
when she wrote “The town was vital then.” She 
mentioned that when she moved here 10 years 
ago, Francisco’s Farm was in its planning stage 
and that she even joined a Midway Renaissance 
committee. At that time many people in the 
community worked hard to make that event 
a success. It was a community effort where 
many in the community looked forward to the 
new people coming into town.

A lot of good things did happen to Midway 
under the leadership of Becky Moore. Midway 
was lucky in many ways that it had one of the 
best Main Street managers in the state, with 
Rebecca Hall seeking out grants and getting 
funding for the downtown streetscape project. 
We ended up with a brand new downtown. We 
ended up getting grant money to help restore 
some residential property in Midway, and we 
got our streets repaved. It was all good, at least 
until the economy went south. Rebecca Hall 
left for another job. Renaissance Main Street 
changed its focus to building up Francisco’s 
Farm. Moore chose not to run again for mayor. 

Moore left and Tom Bozarth made a choice 
to run for Midway mayor when no one else 
wanted to. I know for a fact that he has an af-
fi nity for Midway that many will never be able 
to experience. Now, Renaissance and its Main 
Street Program have all but come to halt. The 
grant money is all but dried up, so new projects 
have to be set aside for a while. Even though 
the $15,000 spent on a downtown marketing 
studying didn’t add anything positive to the 
equation doesn’t mean that downtown Mid-

way is drying up. In fact if the writer wanted 
to become more involved again and discover 
for herself what is actually in the works and 
chose to participate, I’m sure her help would 
be most appreciated.

One of the biggest hits on downtown was 
the closing of the Black Tulip. That has been 
turned around with the opening of the Grey 
Goose and the revamping of the Quirk Res-
taurant into the 815 Prime and Tavern. Has the 
writer been downtown lately? Has she noticed 
that we now have a drugstore, something that 
townspeople have been wanting for the last 
15 years?

The old saying goes that when the going 
gets tough, the tough get going, and that is 
exactly what is happening today. I am happy 
to report that a new group of people is mak-
ing sure that Francisco’s Farm will not be left 
hanging in the wind. It seems that Sara Hicks 
has volunteered to take on the job of reviving 
Francisco’s Farm. She has some excellent 
help but she will need lots more. Let’s make 
Francisco’s Farm the community project that 
it once was.

More events are planned for downtown 
this year as last year’s “Meet Me in Midway” 
gatherings were a great success. Most of the 
shops and all of the restaurants are beating last 
year’s sales. Is it because of the good weather? 
Maybe, but who cares? Let’s enjoy what we 
are so lucky to have and, for heaven’s sake, 
if a man or woman feels the need to share 
something about his or her dog, something 
so very personal in his or her life, let’s listen 
with open hearts. Midway is a dog loving 
town. Oh, what about that dog park that will 
be built this summer? 

Nothing happening? I just don’t agree.
John McDaniel

Midway
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BY STEPHEN BURNETT

WOODFORD SUN STAFF

For the fi rst time, Midway 
residents have petitioned 
Woodford County Fiscal Court 
to have a local-option referen-
dum within the city regarding 
alcoholic drinks. But during 
the court’s Tuesday meeting, 
County Attorney Alan George 
said he was uncertain about the 
wording of a petition signed 
by Midway residents — a 
petition that could be legally 
troublesome.

George read the petition’s 
wording to the court: “We 
the undersigned would like a 
local-option election, pursu-
ant to KRS 242.127, on the 
following proposition. … 
‘Are you in favor of distilled 
spirits and wine by the drink 
for consumption on premises 
in the city of Midway?’”

However, that KRS statute 
says a local-option referendum 
can only be held based on the 
question, “Are you in favor of 
the sale of distilled spirits,” and 
so on, George said.

County  Clerk  Jud ie 
Woolums said 146 people 
signed the petition, more than 
the required 131.

“I don’t know why the 
words ‘the sale’ were not in 

County attorney questions 
Midway alcohol petition

there,” George said. He added 
that someone could have con-
ceivably signed the petition 
and not known what it truly 
meant.

While that oversight may 
not be a problem, in a similar 
case in which a petition’s 
wording was challenged, a 
judge ruled the effort was 
“fatally deficient,” George 
said. Therefore, though the 
county may proceed with the 
local referendum, declared by 
executive order of Woodford 
County Judge-executive John 
Coyle, it could be vulnerable 
to a legal challenge, the county 
attorney said.

The referendum could not 
be part of a primary or gen-
eral election ballot; rather, it 
would have to be scheduled 
separately, George said.

George said he wished the 
fi scal court had been notifi ed 
sooner of the effort so it could 
prepare. Others may not have 
known that, though the referen-
dum would only be applicable 
to Midway, no restaurant could 
sell alcoholic drinks and no 
business could sell packaged 
liquor on the day  the referen-
dum was held, he said.

“I would hate for the folks in 
Midway to think that the mean 
old judge didn’t want them to 

have an election,” Coyle said, 
to some laughter.

“Based on the advice of 
the mean old county attorney,” 
George added.

Midway road cleanup
Magistrates voted unani-

mously on the county’s end of 
a new memorandum of under-
standing, between the county 
and Midway City Council, to 
provide winter road-cleanup 
in Midway.

Last week, Midway city 
leaders had questioned the 
draft’s inclusion of language 
that specified Midway’s 
change in status from a fi fth-
class city to a fourth-class city. 
But that difference, George 
said, was necessary in the 
document to explain why the 
memo of agreement was now 
necessary after years of another 
policy. Previously, fi scal court 
provided Midway road cleanup 
at no extra cost but had not done 
the same with Versailles, which 
salts its own streets, he said.

George defended his inclu-
sion of the agreement’s intro-
ductory material, and said he 
had not realized a reference to 
Midway having now become a 
fourth-class city was a sensi-
tive matter. “If somebody’s 

See PETITION, p. 8


