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"Diogenes amo-i- llic I). D.'s." How his
Dispuiclii s from the Infernal Pari la-

ment were Obtained.
So many of our readers have express-

ed thedr interest in the report from the
Iaf'err;al Parliament, which we published

two weeks ago, that we deem it worth
while to publish als) Ihe author's intro-duc'or-

account of how ho came by the
dispatches, together with the Opening
cl' ti,e Infernal IIou c of Lords, and the
proceeding of the House Committee of
Inquiry. Those familiar with the form,
tone, and spirit of British Parliamenta-
ry proceedings will rceogn'.e the

of these reports:

The remarkable discovery which en-

ables us to publish the following Re
port, wa-- i reane .under the ijUo'ug
circumstances: On the night of the
4 b, the f s. "Flying Dutchman" (Cap-tii-

O'Garamon) cast anchor in the lati-tu- l
of 51 l'0v noi t!i, and in longitude

7V west, to fish for trilobitos. On
getting uader weight again, early in
the morning, it was found that the an
choi had brought up with a caole of
very singular appearance. It seemed to
be gelatioeus in its substance, and

t; and altogether so like
a loog thm snake, that some of the
Failors, who were possessed by ihe sup-
erstitions cf their class, feared that it
might be the tail of the great Sea serp-ent.an- d

were anxi m i to have it dropped
agaia into the water. Captain O (lam
mon's curio-ity- , however, having been
excited, ha had several fathom of the
cable drawn on boird and examined;
find on finding that there were strands
of '.Tire in the middle, he immediately
sent below lor Sir William Thomson,
wh was fortunately on board with his
instrument", making experiments on
the conductivity of salt wa'er. Sir Wil
liam inirnf di i!e!y pronounced it to be en
electric cable, bu; of a c instruction al-

together different either from t'r.c At-

lantic cable, or aay of those laid across
tho channel, iie aeeordingl v "tapped"
the wires and applied hipoeket initru
ment. It was some time, however, be-

fore any signal.-- t came; but at length
they began to come, and with astonish-
ing rapidity. At first they were entire-
ly unintelligible; but, by a careful nota-
tion and comparison of the various
signals,, S.r Williaoi was enabled, in
less than an hour, to decipher their
meaning, and found (with what feelings
may be better imagined than described)
that the messages were coming from the
Nether Regions. So far as intelligible,
they wire e!l 3 wn in the order of
trarisrr.'' ' of them are of so
!

' ehiraet, rjhe
iu-- j ! , intirf, , b- raid-- !

public. One imp ;.cu pieee of intelli-
gence received amongst the rest was,
that the Infernal Parliament had been
opened tba' night that the Houses
were 8:ill silting that a great deba'e en
the policy of the Infernal Government
wasia progressand in the Lower House
between the party of tb.3 Old
Serpent and the party of the
RoarioL Lion and that lull details
would bo sent on in the course of a few
hours. Sir William at once com muni
catcd this to Captain O'Gammon, and
prevailed upon him to drop anchor
again and keep the ship stationary till
this report should be intercepted. At
half past s:x A. M. the report began to
come, and was completed by ten o'clock,
shortly after which the cabie was drop
ped into the sea.

The Following is the Intercepted
He pout.

The Imperial Parliament of the Low-

er Regions has been opened tiiis year
by His Satanic Majesty in person. The
doors were thrown open at midnight,
and from that time there were constant
arrivals of Princes and Powers of Dark-
ness. By one o'clock the House wa
crowded to suffocation. The side gal
leries were occupied lor the most part
by, foreign ambassadors, though there
was a good sprinkling of railway specu-
lators, apocalyptic frogs, speculative
stock brokers, iron riggers, men of
fashion, publicans, and other tinners.
The Beast, with the number XXX
branded on his forehead, took his seat
on the front Ministerial Bench. He
was followed by Belial, Bacchus, the
Earl of Hypocrisy, Lord Mawworm, his
Highness the Golden Calf, and other
notables. Precisely at half past one
o'clock, the Unhcr of tho Black Rjd
summoned the Lord Chancellor to at-'er- :

! !'. is Majesty. There was a blare
of trumpets outside, and in a few min-

utes after, His Sable Majesty, preceded
by Moloch, who b jre the Sword of State,
entered the House, tho assembly rising
to receive him. As soon as His Majes
ty had taken bis seat upon the black
throne, the Commons were summoned
to attend, and there was immediately a

rush of members from the Lower House
to the bar.

The following is the text of

j THE devil's SPEECH.

Princes and Powers of Darkness,
It is with much thai I again-hav-

recourse to your assistance and
advice. In regard to domestic affairs
it is my purpose, as usual, for prudent-
ial lessor.?, to cider into as few details
as possible. K.ifliee it to say, that the
Consumption of Saioke Act, recently
parsed, with the view of concealing our
opt rations f rom th upper world, has
had a good effect, and has been aided
in its operation there by various theor-
ies, of human contrivance, for rcferiing
the Rmoke to natural causes. The e

i:, that vast numbers of per-Bon- s

have already been pers'tadsd that
there is no such place as Hell at all. All
details connected with our internal ad-

ministration wit! be laid before the
House in Secret Committee

Passing to colonial and foreign affairs,

I observe with profound regret that in
Europe the Conservative and Romish
Powers are on the wane; and that the
Roman Pontiff has been almost entirely
stripped of his temporal power, in which
I have lon had a vested interest.

In England a most auspicious move-
ment is in progress in the Established
Church, having for its end, if not for its
object, the discontinuance of the busi-
ness of saving souls, and the conversion
of the Church into a largo establish-
ment for the exhibition cf dolls and
other fancy goods, and for the perform-
ance of symbolical gymnastics.

In Ireland matters are in a very grat-
ifying condiiion. The Protestant Es-
tablishment, at the origination of which
I had myself the honour of presiding,
has done good service in the way of
converting Romanism into Ribboniam,
ProtesUnism int 0 . tr ji-- , t, ad relig-
ion generally into a system of mutual
execration and hatred.

In Scotland, I observe with annoy-
ance that things are still in a backward
state. Several railway trains have been
set agoing cn Sunday, and tome fruit
and confectionary shops arj opening on
that day in the large cities; but my
agents throughout the country continue
to meet with the most aggravating oppo-
sition. Happily the reports received
from Sir John Barleycorn, ray fpecial
plenipotentiary ia Scotland, continue to
be tolerably satisfactory. My plenipo-
tentiary still finds himself in a condition
to baffle all schemes for the elevation of
the masses. His magnificent agency
for the allurement and transference of
human souls to the Pit is spread like a
network over the land, and is under the
proteetion of the Legislature. In the
city of G lasgow alone he hss more than
1,700 such agencies in full operation,
most of them with branch lines from his
uncle's Guld.Mi Hal! estates, falling into
the downward line at Reckless Junction.
The traffic along this line is immense
ardent spirits going up, human spirits
coming down, and nu return tickets
granted.

More energetie steps for the promo-
tion of Vice aud Infidelity in Scotland
are still called for. It is the opin-
ion of my advisers that if we could

Scottish Presbyterianism, and
asimilate the Scottish Sabbath to the
Continental Sunday, we should find all
that remains for us to do in that country
comparatively easy. . A bill for the
furthering of this desirable object will
shortly be submitted to your consider-
ation. Ia these, arid all other delibera-ations- ,

I trust your counsels will bo
guided, as they have hitherto been, by a
loyal desire to see the dominion of
Darkness extended into every corner of
the world. .

A-- , Arij"al"tlu"pecJ,a-- yicr, iie
Commons voi re' , and j.iis Majesty left
tho llou-e- . The cortege at once pro-
ceeded to the railway station, where a
Fpecial train was in waiting to convey
him to England, where ho purposes,
during the present crisis, to conduct bis
affairs in person.

o
'.lMlNICATED.j

Classic Baptism How has il been Re-

ceived?
This work has now been before the

public about six months. Trite as is
the general theme of Baptism, ' Classic
Baptism" explores a field never before
thoroughly examined. The results
reached change the point of view from
which the whole subject mast be looked
at. The inve-tigatio- is limited, strict-
ly and wisely, to the fundamental idea
in the word BAPTIZO, and the devel-
opment of that idea under classic usage.
If this point cannot be controversially
settled, no point can be settled. Until
it is sctiled, tho discussion of tho scrip-
tural usage must be both pointless aud
endless. One party or the other will be
sure to object to conclusions reached,
and point away to the "without form
and void ' of classic usage as full of
apology for their dissent. Six months
is a long time in these days for a book
to be before the public; quite long
enough to test its character. How has
it been received? This question is an-

swered, in one direation, by the fact
that a second edition has been called
for in about four mouths, and that rep-
resentative men in twelve different tie
nominations Bishops, Pastors, Lay-

men, Professors, Editors and more
than twenty Colleges. Universities, and
Theological Seminaries have given to
this book the mot extraordinary favor.
In another direction Baptist ward
the book has been received with a very
ominous silence. When it wag first an-

nounced, before publication. Baptists
gave forewarning that when it came
forth they "would take care of it." It
has been published sis months, and
they have "taken care" to let it alone.
A caveat againnt the conclusion from
this silence, "that the book io unanswer-
able," is entered by a Baptist editor on
tho plea that copies were not. sent to
Bapti-ts- , bnt they were compelled to
buy them. Now, it happens that I
know of a copy being received by a
Baptist editor some six months ago,
who promised a review of it, but has
not yet done it. I chance 10 know of
another copy sent to a Baptist editor,
by request, that io might by reviewed,
but alter an interval of soma months,
the review has not come. And it is
wi'hiu my knowledge that jet another
copy was sent, months since, to anoth-
er leading Baptist (editor, I believe),
but no review has followed. This si-

lence is certainly no proof "that the
book is unanswerable;" but it is cer-

tainly remarkable. The review will
come some day, no doubt, and none the
less marked by the fruits of Baptist
scholarship because of the unwonted do-la-

But has this silence been absolutely
unbroken? Well, not absolutely. Three

Baptist papers havo noticed the book.
Prominent among these is the Christian
Press. This paper has fathomed all tho
mysteries of the book and weighed, in
nicest balance, the character of its au-

thor. Tho book is declared to be "a
superficial, worthless thing, entitled to
no respect. Hearken! O yo Professors
of Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin, and
Anglo Sjxon, who so blunderingly en-

dorsed this "superficial and worthless
thing," and recant your judgment. Do
this the more promptly seeing that this
"Daniel come to judgment," had never
seen the book ho "blesses." And what
about the author? Oh, he knows him
"like a book." Listen! "The author
is an ignoramus" "a mere pastor"
"lives in a small country village" "up-
start" "pedant" "pretender" "fit
for the lunatic asylum?' ' his name is
branded for ignwrace and atdae;ty"
"ignorant, presumptuous and impu-
dent." Well, if such a slush of praise
gushes forth when neither the outside
of the author, nor the inside of bis book
had been seen, what may we not expect
when Mr. Christian Press becomes well
acquainted with both. Tho Examiner
and Chronielehas also noticed the book,
but without any such high toned com-
mendation of the author, or the book:
for, unhappily, (as Sidney Smith and
the Christian Press would say), he was
hampered, by having previously read
the book. Criticism is limited to two
points: 1. The affirmation that dip and
immense mean tho same thing; and 2J:
The denial that BAPTIZO includes
only condition. This affirmation car
ries with it a burden which if all the
Baptist shoulders on earth wero put uu
der it, to bear it up, they would be
crushed by the intolerable weight. Tho
denial is a negation of a proposition no-

where to be found in Classic Baptism.
The National Baptist, with more cour-tis-

of tone in general, and wi h more
appreciation of tho merits of tho ca'-e- ,

also notices Ihe book. This critic, too,
tries to join togetiicr dip and immerse,
words which Hebrew, and Greek, and
Latin, and Anglo Saxon, have put

The attempt shows how fatal
their disjunction is felt to be in its bear-
ing on the Baptist theory. But while
their essential unity is affirmed it is ad-

mitted that "Mr. Dale has established a
difference in u-- between BAPTO and
BAPTIZO. He has also brought clear-
ly out that BAPTIZO does not of itself
involve the lifting out from the fluid of
that which is put in." These two ad-

mittedly proved points are the points
on which the whole of Classic Baptism
turns. What Baptists have said of the
book in six months, is not much; but
what they have said and what they have
not said, is full of .ceaning. The next
s i x iii o n t n s i1 , u n fb u b te y , tur nTs n
us with more, and more elaborate, criti-
cisms of Clas e Baptism from that
quarter.

Proceedings of the (eneral Assembly or
the Presbyterian ( lun ch in the United
States, at Nashville.

FOURTH DAY.

Monday, Nov. 25.

The Assembly met at 0 o'clock, and
was opened with prayer by Rev. E. II.
Cumpston.

W. T. M. Dickson, ruling elder, from
the Presbytery of Central Texas, ap-

peared and took his seat.
The unfinished business of Saturday

was resumed, viz: The consideration of
the remaining part of the report of the
Standing Committee on Foreign Mis-

sions, as published in our report of the
proceedings of Saturday.

The substitute of Dr. Smith, author-
izing the Executive Committees to pub-
lish a monthly abstract of news for the
benefit of the churches, was adopted.
The sixth resolution also passed, and
the report wa3 then adopted as amended.

The order of the day, viz: the recep
tion of the delegate of the Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Synod of the
South, Rev. D. Pressly, was taken up.

Mr. Pressly spoke as follows, after
reading the preamble and resolution:

Mr. Moderator and Brethren of the General
Assembly: I appear before you as the del-
egate of the Associate Reformed Presby-
terian Synod of the South. The church
organization that I represent cannot boast
ot its vast membership, of its numerous
and colleges and semina-
ries, or the immense instrumentality that
it is wielding in the conversion of tho
world. It claims to belong to one of the
smaller tribes of the great Presbyterian
Israel. The Synod is composed of ten
Presbyteries, sixty ministers, six proba-
tioners, and five studeut3 of theology,
with a corresponding number of settled
and vacant congregations.

But while the Synod does not pretend
to possess vast numbers, or pecuniary
resources, or worldly influence, yet we
trust that it is animated by a sincere love
for Christ crucified, the only hope of a
lost world; by a supreme regard lor bis
revealed word, the only infallible rule of
faith and practice to erring man; and by
an anient zeal for the advancement of his
mediatorial kingdom, the grandest enter-
prise that cv r enlisted the affections of
created intelligences.

I come before you with no special mis-
sion, with no overtures in reference to
organic union. The subject of union with
your honorable body was disposed of by
our Synod at it9 meeting before tho last,
something more than twelve months ago.
Ity an order of Synod, a copy of tho pre-
amble and resolution containing her ac-

tion on this subject was transmitted by
the clerk, to our former delegate. Bat, in
consequence of some irregularity of the
mail, it failed to reach him. Hence, the
action of Synod wars not ia due form com-
municated to you. I have on hand a
paper containing the action of Synod,
which I will read: ''Whereas, the subject
of union between our Synod and the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church South has been pending for some
years past; and whereas, after the nia-ture-

deliberation we are capable of giv-
ing the subject, we are not prepared to
give an assent to the basis proposed; auel
whereas, no good can result from the con

tinued agitation of tho matter, be it,
therefore, Resolved, That we respectfully
decline further agitation on the subject"

In relation to this action of Synod, I
wish to remark that it was "after the
maturest deliberation." Jtwas request-
ed in the annual reports that were pre.
eented to Synod from different Presbyte-
ries. There was no heated discussion,
but a free interchange of fraternal views
in relation to it on the floor of Synod.
When the Synod wa3 about to take action
on this subject, one of the most solemn
scenes transpired that I have ever been
permitted to witness. Tne stillness of
the grave prevailed. Every member felt
that tho decision then about to bo made
involved the peace, the prosperity, yea,
the very existence of the Associate Re-

formed Presbyterian Church South. The
necessity of divine guidance was realized.
A motion was unanimously passed that
Synod invoke by pr"y ' t light and
direction cf heaven. '! was
made by a venerable . '

father, whose heart hi, ..'j-u- n in fond
sympathy for more than li'ty years with
the Church of Christ. After prayer, the
above preamble and resolution were
passed by a vote of twenty to twelve. Some
of those who voted in the negative de-

clared that, while they were not prepared
to accept any basis that had been pre-
sented, yet they were in favor of keeping
the question open ty further negotiations
on the subject.

Again, Mr. Moderator, the action taken
by Synod, "That we are not prepareel to
give an assent to the basis proposed."
What was that basis? We believe that it
was that the Psalms of David in Rouse's,
or the Scottish version, be embodied in
your book of Praises, and that the Asso-
ciate Reformed churches be "guarded or
protected in their time-honore- Psalm-
ody.'' This arrangement would operate
harmoniously where Presbyteries, Synods,
and General Assemblies would hold their
meetings in our (the Associate Reformed)
congregations. But when these church
judicatories would meet in your (the O.

S. Presbyterian) congregations, what
would there be done to gratify us in our
time-honor- Psalmody? Would not the
songs generally U3ed on such occasions
be such as have never been introduced
into the worship of the Associate Re-

formed Church? What then would we
do? If we decline to join in the song,
what have we gained by tho union? If we
join in the song, is not the distinctive
principle of the Associate Reformed
Church abandoned?

Again, there are locilities in our coun-
try where Associate Reformed and Old
School Presbyterian congregations exist
in close proximity to eich other, aud
would become united upon the contem-
plated basis of union. The cjuestion then
presents itself, what system of songs shall
ba introduced in their worship? How
will the plan of protecting the Associate
Reformed churches in their time-honor-

Psalmody operate? The decision may be
left to a plurality vote, and the voice of
the majority is not always just, satisfacto-
ry, or safe. Thi!- r. :ii.!s. Mr. Modera-
tor, are not m- ' ; of contro--ifcarij- L

"Vl'Vej ' '

c.anIor. h-- . " ;m statement
of dilHcultie- - t'uiv h them-
selves to tl i. ..ye hoped and
prayed for union.

Although I come with no overtures on
the subject of union, yet we wish ever to
bear in mind that we are brethren en-

deared by the pleasant associations of
past history and by the power of a faith
divine. Exercising foibearance in love,
we hopo ever to follow the things that
make for peace and whereby one may ed-

ify another.
The attendance at the recent meeting

of our Synod was full, considering the
scarcity of funds in the present impover-
ished ptate of the country, and consider-
ing that the locality was far west of the
center of our geographical limit3. The
meeting was characterized by great bar-mon- y

and love.
I have now, Mr. Moderator, given you

a summary statement of our history and
arrangements for the present year. Per-

mit me to extend to you, and through you
to the honorable body over which you pre-
side, the kind congratulations of the
church which I represent. In your pro-
gress, and prosperity, and happiness, we
shall always rejoice. In the language of
one of our fondly cherished Psalms, 1 will
say in relation to you

"Pray that Jerusalem may havo
Peace aud felicity;

L:t them that love theo ari'l thy peice
Have etill prosperity.

Therefore, I wish that pence may still
Within thy walls remain,

And ever limy thy palaces
Prosperity retain.

Now, (or my friends' and Lrethren's sake,
Peaeo be ia thou I'll say,

Arid for the house of God ur Lord,
I'll seek thy good alwa;.."

The Moderator replied as follows:

My Dear Brother: It gives me great
pleasure, as the Moderator of this Assem
bly, to return to you, and through you to
the body you represent, the fraternal sal-

utations of this Assembly and of the
churches for which it :s the chief judica-
tory. The fact which . h"ve declared
to us, that your churc'. - of the small-
est in the tribes of Isn ?3 nut dimin-
ish the affectionate ii.:- for we re-

member that it was trom Bethlehem
Ephratab, one of the least among the
thousands of Judah, that there came
forth the King and Head of the Church,
and the words of that great King to hi3
people are, ' Fear not, little Hock, for it is

your Father's good pleasure to give you
"the kingdom.' Oar affectionate interest
in you arises from the faet that you have
ever maintained, with steadfast fidelity,
tho great doctrines which we esteem so
highly, the supremacy of the word of (Jod
as the only rule of faith and practice, and
that grand old system of doctrine which
has been the spinal marrow of the church's
life in her best days; that system which
lias been the vitalizing principle of her
moit heroic endeavors, when those en-

deavors were most heroic. In regard to
the termination of all negotiations in re-

gard to an organic union with us, which
you have officially announced, on the
ground that the basis proposed would in-

volve practical difiiculties in the matter
of Psalmody that you cannot overcome
I have to eay, that whilst we would gladly
have welcomed you to an absolute union
with us, we shall not love you the less, or
take a diminished interest in your pros-
perity, because you have declined this
union. The Assembly coukl not do more
in regard to your book of praise than it
does in regard to our own; wo authorize
and recommend its use to such congrega-
tions as choose to adopt it. We do not
enjoin our Book of Psalms and Hymns as
obligatory on our people, leaving them to

the general exercise of their Christian
liberty in the matter of praise, as we do
in the matter of prayer, preaching, anel
the other parts of the worship of God.
This plan having been acted upon by the
churches of the old Assembly for many
years, without any serious difficulty, some
of them using your book and some of
them ours, we presumed that the same
plan of mutual concession and Christian
liberty might work equally well in our
churches should they see fit to unite.
But as you do not feel prepared to adopt
this basis, we accept your decision in the
matter, with the assurance that w can
appreciate the tenacity with which you
cling to your book of praise. The rugged
strength aud antique simplicity of these
old Psalms, are mingled with the earliest
recollections of your childhood, in the
songs of the family altar, of the house of
God, and of the communion table, and
these time honored lays of Zion came
down to you. hallowed by the memories
of your martyred fathers" in the land of
Richard Ca'.neron rfrul Margaret' Wilson,
when they mingled with the roar of the
waves that swallowed up the heroic con-
fessor who refused to abjure her Divine
King and awaked the echoes of the lonely
glens, when tbehunted Covenanter sought
refuge to worship God. And we have ex-
pressed our appreciation of these render-
ings of the Psalms of David, by incorpo-
rating fifty of them in our present collec-
tion. But our appreciation of your pre-
ference of these Psalms arises from the
same fact in regard to our own, because
we have beard them from the lips of
those whose tongues are now silent in the
grave, because they are mingled with our
holiest memories of sick rooms and dying
beds, and gatherings for prayer, and hal-
lowed seasons of holy communion, and
all that is most sacred in the memories of
the past with which they are now inextri-
cably interwoven. Hence, for the very
reason that we love our own songs of sa-
cred praise, do we appreciate tho love you
cherish for yours, and acquiesce in the
decision which you have announced to
us from your Synod. You will, therefore,
bear back to your Synod our most frater
nal greetings, and our assurance that we
shall still endeaver to cherish that unity
of fpirit and that bond of peace that in
better than all mere outward unity when
this is wanting, anel we include your body
in our fervent prayer and love, when we
sing in one of our own beautiful Psalms:

I love thy kingdom, Lord,
The house ol thine abodo,

The Church our blessed Redeemer saved,
With his own precious blood.

I love thy church, 0 God,
Her wall3 before the stand

Dear as the ppple of thine eye,
And graven on thy hand.

If e'er to bless thy sons,
My voice or hands deny,

These hands Jet useful skill forsnke,
This voice in silence die.

If e"cr my beart forgot,
Her welfare or her woe,

Let every joy this heert forsake,
And every grief o'erllaw.

For her my tears shall fall,
For her my prdyera ascend

To hrr my cures and toils bo eiven,
t--t iittorl3 ami cures tti& CTtrtT" -

Sure as thy truth shall last,
To Zion shall be given

The brightest glories eirth enn yield,
And brighter bliss of heaven.

Our parting prayer for us both, then, is
that we may be enabled so to serve our
common Lord, that we shall all meet in
that General Assembly and Church of the
first-bor- n above, where we can all join in
singing the song of Moses and the Lamb,
and unite in singing unto him that loved
us and washed us in his blood, and hath
made us to our God king3 anel priests, be

lory evermore, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

Rev. Dr. I). M. Smith, from the Com-

mittee on Bilis and Overtures, reported
Overture No. 1, which was as follows:

The Synod of Georgia, in session at
Atlanta, October 20, 18G7, respectfully
memorialize the General Assembly of the
Presbyteiian Church in the United States
as to the propriety of sending a delegate
to the General Conference of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church South, tendering
to them our christian salutations, and if
agreeable to them, proposing to establish
a correspondence between the churches.

A true extract from the Minutes of the
Synod of Georgia. JonN S. Wilson,

Stated Clerk of Synod f Georgia.

Ansioer. That in view of the fact that
the Methodist General Conference meets
so much less frequently than our Assem-
bly, such correspondence could not con-
veniently be conducted, with any special
advantages greater than what are already
possessed by occasional ministerial inter-
course and the intercommunication of
our people.

Also overture No. 5, being an over-
ture from the Presbytery of North Al-

abama touching the propriety of the
Assembly establishing a Southwestern
Theological Seminary.

The committee recommend as an an-

swer that at present it is inexpedient to
do si.

The report was received aad made the
second order of the day

Two overtures, also touching the
change of limo of the meeting of the
Assembly, were returned unanswered,
as the action of the Assembly already
has answered these overture.

Also an overture from R. Mclnnis,
W. E. Sherrill, J. A. Smylie, J. II. Al-

exander, and J. II. Thomson, dissenting
from the actiou of the Synod of Mis-

sissippi ordering a meeting of the Cen-

tral Mississippi Presbytery without
specifying the object for which the
Presbytery was ordered. The dis?en-tiflnt- 3

were sustained.
Rev. T. E. Peck, D. D., from the

Committee on the Relation of the
Church to tho Sta'c, through Dr. Smith,
gave notice of his lailure in reporting,
and asked that the Committee be dis-

charged. Adopted.
The Seated Clerk gave notice of tho

appearance of Rev. A. P. Forman, a
delegate from the Synod Gf Missouri.
Hearing him, and any others that might
arrive as delegates from that Synod,
was made the order of the day for 11
o'clock on Wednesday.

The records of the Synods of Nash-
ville and North Carolina were approved
as far as written.

Rev. T. R. Welch, from the Commit-
tee on Systematic Beneficence, present-
ed their report, which was. received, and

was made the third order of the day to-

morrow morning.
The records of tho Synod of South

Carolina were approved as far as writ-
ten, and were especially commended for
neatness of clerical exeoution.

Rev. E. T. Baird, D. D., on the part
of Rev. J.J. Bullock, D. D., and others,
of Baltimore, wa3 allowed to give no-

tice of an overture from those persons
asking for a removal of the Executive
Committees of Education aad Publica-
tion from Richmond to Baltimore. Tho
overture was referred to the Standing
Committee of Publication.

Rev. Dr. Smith, from the Committee
of Bills and Overtures, presented a re-
port, which was unaLimously agreed to
by the Standing Committee, with a re
quest that when the matter is consid-
ered by the Assembly, they precede
such consideration lw prayer to (Jod for
divine guidance. rlTc report is in an-

swer to an overture from the Synod of
Virginia, and concerns the action of the
last Assembly touching the instruction
of the colored people. Dr. Smith pro-
ceeded oa behalf of the committee to
say, the commit'eo felt tha,t some action
interpreting the delivercnce of the last
Assembly was necessary, inasmuch as
its meaning had occasioned a good deal
of discussion among our own ministers.

It was moved to receive and refer,
and, 'pending the passage of the motion,
the Assembly joined in prayer with
Rev. J ohn Mack. The motion was then
adopted.

Rev. E. H. Cumpston moved to have
the motion printed for the use of the
members of the Assembly.

Dr. Doremus was opposed to the pa-
per, and hoped the matter would be
widely and thoroughly discussed. He
thought the paper did not rise to the
height of the great want involved.

Rev. Dr. J. R Wilson thought there
was no reason why the matter --should
not l3 printed as other proceedings; wo
havo no concealments to make.

Rev. Dr. Smith said th t of course
until the House adopted the paper, it
can only be considered as orivate. nr
personal views, not the res gestae of the
Doay.

Dr. Hamner moved that the matter
be printed in tho regular reports of the
city press.

It is accordingly printed for informa-
tion, and is as follows:

The Committee on Bills and Overtures
report overture number , from theSyn-o- d

of Virginia, proposing a revocation of
the actions of the last Assembly, on the
"relation of our church to the colored
people;" and overture number , from
the Presbytery of Mississippi, proposing
such a modification of the action

H, ii.efaM. 5rK tinri-Sr- t her
in the exercise of. their discretion to or-
dain to the gospel ministry, and to organ-
ize into separate congregations duly qual-
ified persons of the colored race, and so
declare that mere race or color is not re-
garded by us as a bar to office or privilege
in the Presbyterian Church in the United
States."

Your committee report for the adoption
of the Assembly, this minute:

In view of the misapprehensions which
appear to exist respecting the purport of
the action of the last Assembly on the
subject of these overtures, as well as for
the sake of adopting some action which
may be acceptable and useful to the whole
church, and also decided and definite.and
neither contrary to our constitution nor
outside of its provisions

Hcsoloed, 1. This Assembly deems that
the provisions of our constitution for
training an educated ministry, including
the special exceptions forming part of
these provisions, leave no necessity for
further action on the part of this Assem-
bly, even had the Assembly the power to
ordain constitutional plans.

2. That in the first part of resolution 5
of the last Assembly (see Minutes, p. 3G),
that whilst nothing in our Standards, or
in the Word of God, prohibits the intro-
duction into the Gospel ministry of duly
qualified persons of any race, yet diffi-
culties arise in the general structure of
society and from the providential causes,
which may and should restrain the appli-
cation in the church of this abstract prin-
ciple, by the clause, "yet difficulties,

abstract principle" the last Assembly
can only be understood, consistently with
the provisions of our constitution, to
recognize the practical "difiiculties," ob-
viously existing, owing to the compara-
tively limited literary advantages and
attainments of even the most iutelligent
and pious among the class of people con-
templated; and this Assembly holds, what
it believe3 the current opinion of our
ministry and our people, that, these prac-
tical difficulties removed, the whole sub-
ject may be left, and must he left, to the
untrammeled action of our Presbyteries,
in such cases as ni.y in thy eourao-o- f

Divine Providence.
'). That the Assembly decline, on the

ground of its incompetency, to take such
action, and, on tho ground of the inexpe-
diency of such action, to make any dec-
laration respecting tho future ecclesiasti-
cal organizations of such freedmen as
may belong to our communion. The As-
sembly believes that tho responsibility,
(Id OToll f ltd finraii f.-- i a nA cA mi.jf
devolve on those persons who are both
politically ana ecclesiastically lree, as all
others, to serve God according to the dic-
tates of their own consciences.

4. The Assembly hereby reiterates the
recommendation of the last Assembly to
all our ministers and people, to embrace
all opportunities and use all diligence in
affectionate and christian efforts for the
spiritual benefit of the colored race, with-
in each of their private and public minis-
trations, and seek by all lawful means to
introduce them into permanent connec-
tion with our branch of the Church of
Christ.

The records of tho Synod of Virginia
were approved as far as written, with
the exception that the last meeting men-

tioned has no record of the absentees at
that meeting. Also, on page there
is notico of the adoption of an over-

ture on the change of boundary between
the Synods of Virginia and North Car-

olina, which is deficient in that it does
not designate the change made.

The hour of 2 o'clock having arrived,
the Moderator called the Rsv. J. S.

Wilson, D. D., of Atlanta, to the chair
to conduct the devotional exercises,
after tho conclusion of which the As-
sembly adjourned unlil to morrow morn-
ing at o'clock.

FIFTH DAY.

Tuesday Nov. 26.
Tho Assembly met at 9 o'clock, and

was opened with prayer by Rjv. J.
Rumple.

The Stated Clerk read a letter from
Rev. T. Dwight Witherspoon,a delegate
from this Assembly, to meet with tho
Genera' Assembly of tho Cumberland
Presbyterian Church. Mr. Wither-spoo- n

announced that he performed the
duty, enjoined upon him, and was kind-
ly received. The letter waa received,
and Mr. Withertpoon's diligence was
approved.

A resolution was. offered by Rev. B.
Oiideislevc lutlorsing and recommend-
ing the Southern Presbyterian Review
to the churches. The paper was refer-
red to the Committee on Bills and
Overtures.

The order of the day was taken up,
viz: the bearing of Rev. A. J. Baird, 1).
D., delegate from tho Cumberland
Presbyterian General Assembly to this
Assembly. He adressed the Assembly
substantially as follows:

He was most happy to bring to this
Assembly the salutations of the Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church. He did not
intend to trifle with the precious time of
the Assembly. On occasions like this we
should interchange with each otherin
feelings of kind and brotherly love. Good
books and productions should be laid on
each others' tables. The benefit of such
interchange would be mutually profitable.
The Cumberland Presbyterian Church
was not ashamed of her history or her re-

cord, but with pride claimed to be of the
great Presbyterian family. lie had at-

tended with pleasure and such regularity
as his pastoral duties would permit. On
last nijrht during the discussions on For-
eign Missions, the thrilling language of
the speakers made his bosom swell, and
he felt perfectly at home. He was assur-
ed that we were leaning on the arm
of Jesus as we had never leaned before;
from Maine to California the ministerial
labors were being devotedly prosecuted.
When on last night he heard one of tho
brethren so fervently plead for the cause
of Christ, he thought of the hero of the
battle of Cressey, who, on seeing his
slain knights, felt reliant that he yet had
faithful men to guide him on. He said
when he looked at the reports on educa-
tion, etc , and saw their meagreness, he
felt buoyed that the brethren were still
firm and devoted, despite all discourage-
ments. A desolating war had swept over
the land; when it first broke out he was
Corresponding Secretary of the Board of
Education. Numbers of promising young
men who were qualifying themselves for
usefulnes buckled on their armor, and
nf" sleep under-th- e so! of 5i'

Others had been brought to God througu
Church influence.

The Moderator replied in substance
as follows:

That it was with deep interest he had
heard the account of your church. We
rejoice with you in her prosperity. As
you send out your scouts and your senti-nal-

and unfurl the banner of Jehovah
defending the faith with your grand ar-
tillery, we bid you God-spee- d and give
our hearts and hands to your aid. You
touched our hearts when you epoke of
our common exertions in a holy cause.

Botanists tell us that tho thorn is but
an undeveloped flower, and though many
thorns surround your church and ours
now, yet these thorns may all become
flowers if prayer and patience are used.
Many of these thorns may bloom even
here in beauty and fragrance, but cer-
tainly will do so in a better and brighter
world. Werejoice with you in your educa-
tional interests and prosperity; they are
indications that you fully understand
your duties in this regard. We say to
you, God-spee- d in all you do to promote
the interest of the church. Yet it is
unwise, impossible, a3 involving those
interests, to change any feature of our
church order. We can only extend to
you the bands of brothers, in the spirit
of christians, hoping to meet you all in
that other world where no change or dis-
cord can occur.

The second order of the day, viz.,
overture No. concerning the establish-
ment of a Southwestern Theological
Seminary, was taken up.

Rev. Dr. Lyon, of Miss., seconded
the motion to adopt the recommenda-
tion of the committee, viz.: that it is
inexpedient, at present, to establish a
third Theological Seminary in the
Southwest. Ho proceeded to say:
ERECTION OF A THIHD T irmi.Or; ir A L SEMINARY IN THE

SOLTlIWESTi- -

Dr. Lyon stated that.so far as he knew,
few of the brethren elesired a Southwest-
ern Seminary: yet Le felt that there
should be a seminary in the Southwest.
Many felt that the removal of the semina-
ry from Columbia would be expedient,
anel the subject was discussed. A mem-
orial was drawn upon the subject; it was
suggested that a sectional seminary
would not produce good results. The
subject of a third seminary was no longer
discussed, but the removal of the Colum-
bia institution to the Southwest. It was
a well endoweel institution, and he felt
that it would be removed to tho growing
Southwest. He wished to discuss tho
question mildly; he would not wound the
feelings of a brother there. But he would
move the Columbia College, with its
splendid library and able faculty, to the
prolific Southwest and make it the sec-on- d

pride of the section.
Dr. J. It. Wilson said that in his under-

standing of the remarks of Dr. Lyon, the
latter thought that at some future time
the Columbia College would be removed
to the Southwest. He had no person1!
feelings in the matter; he was a Director
of the Institution, and was warmly at-
tached to it; he doubted not that if the
entire church would declare that it was
expedient to remove it to the Southwest
the Synods of South Carolina would con
sent to it; if the church said it was inex
pedient now to remove the institution,
then the decision should debar further
agitation of the subject as injurious to
the seminary. If the church decide up-
on its inexpeeliency, then he hoped that
it would be regarded as a final decision
for the present generation.

Continued on fourth page."


