
Weekend revival at Hill
Street Pentecostal

Hill Street Pentecostal
Church will host a weekend
revival at 7:30 p.m. today
and Sunday. The speaker
will be Jake Paugh.

Free family
enrichment weekend

Fairfax Church of Christ,
2475 Boonesboro Road, will
host a family enrichment
weekend at 7 p.m. Friday,
May 4, 9:30 a.m. and 1:30
p.m. Saturday, May 5, and
10 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sunday,
May 6. Lunch is provided on
Saturday and Sunday.
Speakers will be Dr. Mike

Cravens, a marriage and
family counselor, and Dr.
Roy Sharp, professor of
Bible and Interdsiciplinary
Studies at Freed-Hardeman
University in Henderson,
Tenn. Dr. Cravens also is a
professor at Freed-Harde-
man.
The seminar is for indi-

viduals, divorced persons,
widows/widowers and cou-
ples.
Registration deadline for

lunch is May 1. Call 744-
8850 to register.

National Day of Prayer
service Thursday

National Day of Prayer
will be observed Thursday,

May 3, in Clark County at
noon in front of the Clark
County Courthouse. The
community is invited to join
in prayer.

Dedication service at
Refuge Temple

Refuge Temple House of
God, 133 Third St., will host
a dedication service Satur-
day, May 5, at noon for the
new Refuge Temple House
of Yah.
Winchester Mayor Ed

Burtner will speak.
There will be a worship

service at 3 p.m. with
Bishop Jeffrey K. Knight of
Koach Temple House of God
in Philadelphia, Pa.
Refreshments will be

served after both services.

Old Ruckerville hosts
Fisher Family

The Fisher Family wil
perform at the Ruckerville
Church of Christ, 3750 Old
Ruckerville Road, Sunday at
6 p.m.
The public is invited.

Free fellowship dinner

Greater St. James CME
Church, 401 W. Washington
St., will host a free fellow-
ship dinner Sunday from
noon to 3 p.m.
Host pastor is the Rev.

Gregory Bonner.
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Grace Lutheran Church

Welcome to all
Every Sunday

Bible Class for all 9:15 a.m. 
Devine Service - 10:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
108 Hemlock Rd. , Winchester, KY

Off of Windridge Dr. at George Rogers 
Clark High School

w e b s i t e : G r a c e l u t h e r a n k y. o r g
Thomas W. Hoyt, Pastor

859-745-2873

Sharing God’s 
Grace

(AP)— The first-graders
in Ohio Pack 109’s Tiger
Scouts didn’t know or care
their den mother was a les-
bian— at least not until the
Boy Scouts of America threw
her out over the organiza-
tion’s ban on gays.
Now, parents who were

aware of Jennifer Tyrrell’s
sexual orientation well be-
fore she took the boys on
campouts and helped them
carve race cars for the an-
nual Pinewood Derby have
rallied to her defense in a
case that has re-ignited the
debate over the Scouts’ pol-
icy.
“I teach my children to

judge people on their ac-
tions,” said Rob Dunn, a fa-
ther in Bridgeport, a village
of about 2,000 across the
Ohio River from Wheeling,
W.Va. “Whether you agree
with their lifestyle or not.”
The Boy Scouts of America,

whose oath calls for members
to be “morally straight,”
maintains that as a private
organization it has the right
to exclude gays and atheists
from its ranks.
That stance was upheld by

the U.S. Supreme Court in
2000 but has led many state
and local governments to
deny support for the Scouts.
Male scout leaders who are

gay have long been barred,
but instances of women being
excluded are not well-docu-
mented and probably rare. A
lesbian couple in Vermont
were told two years ago that
they could no longer be in-
volved with their son’s Scout
troop.
Because of the policy,

Tyrrell said she only reluc-
tantly allowed her 7-year-old
son to join up in Bridgeport,
where she lives with her part-
ner and their four children.
Told, she said, by the local
cub master that it didn’t mat-
ter that she is a lesbian, she
was drafted to lead the pack

in September.
Tyrrell told parents at their

first meeting about her sex-
ual orientation. Some already
knew her because she had
coached youth baseball and
volunteered at school, organ-
izing class parties and read-
ing to children.
“She wasn’t trying to hide

anything,” said Dunn, whose
son is among the dozen or so
members of the boys-only
pack. “Nobody I know of has
ever made a single complaint
against her.”
Tyrrell said she was re-

moved in April, right after she
was asked to take over as
treasurer of the local Boy
Scout troop— which over-
sees Tiger Scouts, Cub Scouts
and Boy Scouts— and she
raised questions about the fi-

nances.
She said the Boy Scout

Council for the region told
her she had to resign because
she is gay.
“In this case, the policy was

understood by her and her
fellow volunteers but not fol-
lowed,” said Deron Smith, a
spokesman for the Boy Scouts
of America at its headquar-
ters in Irving, Texas. “When a
fellow pack leader made a
complaint about it, to a local
Scouting professional, they
followed the policy.”
The organization said it be-

lieves Scouting is not the
right place for youngsters to
be exposed to issues of sexual
orientation.
Tyrrell said she is not cer-

tain who complained, but she
felt betrayed.
So did parents, who organ-

ized a protest last week out-
side the church where the
pack held its meetings. They
demanded Tyrrell be rein-
stated.
Crystal Sabinsky said: “My

son asked me last night, ‘Why
did Jen leave? Why is she in
trouble?’ He doesn’t under-
stand.”

VATICAN CITY (AP) —
Pope Benedict XVI began his
eighth year as pope on Tues-
day after spending the wan-
ing days of his seventh
driving home his view of the
Catholic Church, with a divi-
sive crackdown on dis-
senters and an equally
divisive opening to a fringe
group of traditionalists.
The coming year may see

more of the same as the Vati-
can gears up to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the
Second Vatican Council, the
1962-65 church meetings
that reshaped the Catholic
Church and are key to un-
derstanding this papacy and
Benedict’s recent moves to
quell liberal dissent and pro-
mote a more conservative
brand of Catholicism.
Tuesday marked the an-

niversary of the start of
Benedict’s pontificate,
which officially began April
24, 2005, with an inaugural
Mass in St. Peter’s Square.
The pope promised then not
to impose his own will on
the church but to rather lis-
ten “to the word and the will
of the Lord, to be guided by
him, so that he himself will
lead the church at this hour
of our history.”
Seven years later, Bene-

dict has certainly left a mark
on the church, pressing a
conservative interpretation
of Vatican II’s key teachings,
appointing like-minded bish-
ops and making his priority
the revitalization of tradi-
tional Catholicism in a
world, which he often
laments, seems to think that
it can do without God.
He set out many of those

priorities in a December
2005 speech to his closest
collaborators running the

Vatican, insisting that Vati-
can II didn’t represent a
break from the past as many
liberal-minded Catholics
would like to think but
rather a renewal of the
church’s core teachings and
traditions.
The Vatican last week put

those words into action,
cracking down on the
largest umbrella group of
nuns in the United States,
the Leadership Conference
of Women Religious. The
pope’s old office, the Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, appointed a
bishop to revise the confer-
ence’s statutes and review
its programs and publica-
tions, and accused the group
of taking positions that un-

dermine church teaching on
the priesthood and homo-
sexuality, while promoting
“certain radical feminist
themes incompatible with
the Catholic faith.”
Two weeks earlier, the

pope himself took to task a
dissident group of priests in
heavily Catholic Austria who
have openly called for or-
daining women and relaxing
the celibacy requirement for
priests, questioning whether
their call for disobedience
was more about imposing
their own ideas on the
church than renewing it.
At the same time, on the

very day it announced the
crackdown on the U.S. nuns,
the Holy See said it was
nearing agreement to bring

an ultra-traditionalist con-
servative group of Catholics
back into communion with
Rome after two decades of
schism.
The group, the Society of

St. Pius X, broke from Rome
after rejecting many of the
teachings of Vatican II, par-
ticularly its outreach to
Jews and people of other
faiths, and the sanctioning
of the New Mass in the ver-
nacular that essentially re-
placed the old Latin Mass.
Benedict has gone to

tremendous lengths to rec-
oncile with the group, fear-
ing the expansion of a
parallel, pre-conciliar
church that already boasts
more than 550 priests and
200 seminarians.

Pope stakes out church’s
course entering 8th year

AP photo
Pope Benedict XVI gestures following the weekly general audience in St. Peter’s Square at the
Vatican earlier this month. Pope Benedict XVI began his eighth year as pope on Tuesday after
spending the waning days of his seventh year driving home his view of the Catholic Church,
with a divisive crackdown on dissenters and an equally divisive opening to a fringe group of
traditionalists.

Church briefs

LOUISVILLE (AP) — Of-
ficials at Southern Baptist
Seminary plan to revitalize
the aging Louisville campus
with renovations and up-
grades over the next
decade.
Seminary President Al-

bert Mohler told The
Courier-Journal that the
plan approved by trustees
includes updates to struc-
tures that are nearly 90
years old on the red-brick
campus.
Seminary officials said it

would be the “most signifi-
cant revitalization” since
the school moved to the lo-
cation in 1926.
Mohler said the aim of

the project is that “this ma-
jestic campus is perpetu-
ated so that the seminary
can accomplish its mis-
sion.”
The cost of the project is

estimated at $52 million,
though the final tally could
vary because some areas
will have a new purpose
after renovations. Work at
the seminary, which esti-
mates that it has around
4,000 students, is expected
to begin in August.
“There are some very sig-

nificant issues that need to
be addressed,” Mohler said.
The seminary said up-

grades and renovations to
housing, classrooms and ad-
ministrative offices would
be included in the first
phase of the project. Plans
include turning some his-
toric buildings known as
the Mullins Complex into a
new home for Boyce Col-
lege, which is the under-

graduate program. The W.O.
Carver Building, where
Boyce College is currently
based, will be outfitted for
administration offices,
classrooms and housing.
Renovations that include

technological improve-
ments at the James P.
Boyce Centennial Library
will be included in the sec-
ond phase of work.
Although the seminary

has expanded online and
remote-learning programs,
Mohler said that doesn’t
lessen the need to renovate
the physical campus.
“We are committed to a

classroom model,” he said.
The seminary plans to

take out a $20 million loan
for the project, which will
need approval from the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, Mohler said. The rest
will be paid for with capital
maintenance funds.
Founded in 1859 in South

Carolina, the seminary
moved to downtown
Louisville in 1877 before re-
locating to its current cam-
pus.

Southern Baptist
Seminary announces
expansion plans
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Lesbian Cub Scout leader
ousted in Ohio; parents upset

the U.S. Supreme Court in in September.

“... The policy was understood by her and her fel-low volunteers but not followed. When a fellow
pack leader made a complaint ... they followed
the policy.” — DERON SMITH

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA SPOKESMAN

Special
Deliveries

Look for our newest
citizens on our

Communities Page - A5


