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FRANKFORT — Gov. 
Steve Beshear signed an exec-
utive order Tuesday to create 
an online marketplace offer-
ing health insurance plans for 
Kentuckians, as called for in 
the federal Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act.

Shortly afterward, the 
Kentucky General Assembly’s 
Capital Projects and Bond 
Oversight Committee reject-
ed, on a 4-3 partisan vote, a 
proposal by the Cabinet for 
Health and Family Services 
to spend $294,540 for rental 
space to accommodate 210 
employees associated with the 

health insurance exchange.
Despite the vote, Finance 

Secretary Lori Flanery has 
the authority to override the 
oversight committee’s deci-
sion and let the rental project 
proceed. Beshear said late 
Tuesday that Flanery will sign 
the lease “in order to make 
sure that we don’t fall behind 

on implementation and run 
the risk of a federal takeover 
of our health benefits ex-
change.”

Sen. Bob Leeper, an inde-
pendent from Paducah who 
usually sides with Republi-
cans, said he could not sup-
port the rental lease because 
he was reluctant to put his 
name on anything related to 
“Obamacare.”

He also expressed concern 
that the state has not yet 
determined whether health 
plans in the exchange will 
cover abortion and contracep-
tion. The state will have to 
notify the federal government 
of its plans by Sept. 30.

Rep. Jim Wayne, D-Lou-
isville, said the exchanges 
are vital to the federal health 
care act, which he said was 

based on a Massachusetts 
law that was approved under 
then-Gov. Mitt Romney, the 
expected Republican nominee 
for president.

Leeper and three Republi-
cans voted against the lease, 
and three Democrats sup-
ported it.

Senate President David 
Williams, R-Burkesville, ap-

Beshear creates Ky. benefits exchange
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The Boy Scouts of Ameri-
ca has reaffirmed its longtime 
policy of barring openly gay 
boys from membership and 
gay or lesbian adults from 
serving as leaders. 

The decision, announced 
Tuesday, came after what the 
organization described as a 
wide-ranging internal review 
and despite public protests.

The Boy Scouts’ policy 
stands in contrast to inclusive 
membership policies adopted 
by several other major youth 
organizations, including the 
Girl Scouts of the USA and 
Camp Fire.

The exclusion policy “re-
flects the beliefs and perspec-
tives” of the organization, the 
Boy Scouts said in a news 
release from its national head-
quarters in Irving, Texas.

“While a majority of our 
membership agrees with our 
policy, we fully understand 
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Maj. Jeff Campbell gave shooting tips to recruits as the U.S. Army Cadet Corps’ camp con-
ducted marksmanship training at the Paris Police Department firing range. Since 2008, the 
103-year-old corps has operated out of the former Millersburg Military Institute.
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PARIS — The angry snap 
and crackle of .22-caliber rifle 
fire echoed through stifling af-
ternoon heat Tuesday, as some 
teenagers from cities scattered 
all across the country got a 
taste of handling firearms.

Serena Robella, 15, of San 
Diego, waiting her turn on the 
firing line at the Paris Police De-
partment’s shooting range, said 
she had fired pellet guns before, 
but never a real firearm. She in-
sisted she wasn’t nervous.

“I just want to make my 
grandpa happy, because he 
was in the Air Force,” Serena 
said. “Hopefully, I’ll do OK.”

Serena and the other teens 
were learning marksmanship as 
a part of their recruit training 
in the U.S. Army Cadet Corps, 
a 103-year-old private organiza-
tion that runs military-style ed-
ucation programs for boys and 
girls in Bourbon County.

For almost two weeks, the 
teens have been dealing with 
tough physical training, blazing 
Kentucky summer heat, and in-
your-face instructors who have 
little tolerance for disciplinary 
lapses. If all goes well, they 
will officially become cadets 
when they graduate Saturday, 
along with participants in the 
corps’ various other summer 
training programs.

CAMP SERVES AS 
PROVING GROUND
U.S. ARMY CADET CORPS’ SUMMER TEST BRINGS OUT THE GRIT IN TEENS
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A Lexington teen who ad-
mitted to accidentally shoot-
ing and killing his best friend 
in 2009 was arrested Monday 
for violating his probation for 
the second time.

After a traffic stop in Rich-
mond last month, Jamar La-
mont Mays, 19, was charged 
with two counts of reckless 
driving, one count of carry-
ing a concealed weapon and 
one count of driving on a sus-
pended license. The charges 
violated the conditions of his 
probation in Fayette County, 
where he pleaded guilty last 
year to second-degree man-
slaughter in the death of Ali 
Shalash, his best friend.

Mays spoke with report-
ers for the first time from the 
Fayette County jail Tuesday, 
admitting to most of the al-
legations. He said he planned 
to take responsibility for his 
actions, a lesson he learned af-
ter making up a story about a 
mystery man killing Shalash, 
17, in November 2009.

“That’s all there is to do 
in life is to own up to what 
you did,” Mays said. “… What 
happens in the dark is going 
to come to the light eventual-
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