
By John Herndon
Sports Editor

You can forgive Ben Gee 
for not letting the speaker 
finish his sentence last 
Thursday.

“All I heard was, ‘The win-
ner, from And …,’ and I lost 
it,” said Gee, an Anderson 
County resident who sings 
bass for New Vision Gospel 

quartet, the newly crowned 
winners of the annual rural 
gospel quartet contest at the 
Kentucky State Fair.

When the local group’s 
name was called, it marked 
the first time an Anderson 
County quartet had won the 
popular contest, which has 
been sponsored by Kentucky 
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Friday: Partly cloudy. High: Upper 80s. Low: 
Lower 70s.

Saturday: Scattered storms. High: Lower 80s. 
Low: Upper 60s.

Sunday: Scattered storms. High: Upper 80s. 
Low: Upper 60s.
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Reduced bail denied for accused killer
By Ben Carlson

News staff

Relief. That was the reac-
tion Monday from the fam-
ily of a murdered Anderson 
County woman after a Circuit 
Court judge denied cutting in 
half bail for the man accused 
of killing her.

Timothy Lee Branson, 48, 
was arrested in March for 
allegedly shooting Modena 
Branson, 50, during a domestic 
dispute at her home on Bal-

lard Road.
Following the shooting, 

police say Branson shot him-
self in the head but survived.

Branson is charged with 
murder along with two counts 
of first-degree wanton endan-
germent for allegedly pointing 
a gun at the victim’s sister and 
grandson after the shooting.

Monday in Circuit Court, 
Branson’s attorneys, Ted 
Shouse and Michael Hawkins, 
argued that his $1 million cash 
bail was unnecessary because 

Branson has no prior criminal 
record, and asked that it be 
reduced to a $500,000 bond, 
which would allow him to post 
$50,000 in cash to be released 
while awaiting trial.

Circuit Court Judge Charles 
Hickman denied the request, 
which was music to the ears of 
the victim’s family members.

“He doesn’t deserve to be 
out, breathing the fresh air,” 
said Modena Stratton’s sister, 
Chris Sayre. “We’re relieved 
that the judge made the right 

call.”
Branson, clothed in an 

orange jumpsuit and shack-
led, did not speak during his 
appearance and showed no 

Family of Modena Branson ‘relieved’ suspect will remain behind bars

File photo

Timothy Branson is shown entering 
the courthouse after his arrest in 
March.

“He doesn’t deserve to be 
out, breathing the fresh 
air. We’re  relieved that the 
judge made the right call.”

—Chris Sayre
sister of murder victim

Modena Stratton

See MURDER, Page A2
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Wild Turkey Master Distiller Jimmy Russell addresses the crowd Tuesday morning during a 
groundbreaking ceremony for a new visitor center on Wild Turkey Hill.

Wild Turkey’s ‘crowning jewel’

By Ben Carlson
News staff

Not even rain clouds looming over-
head could dampen the enthusiasm 
of the crowd gathered Tuesday morn-
ing to celebrate yet another milestone 
for the Wild Turkey Distillery.

Gov. Steve Beshear and other dig-
nitaries helped the iconic company 

break ground on a new $4 million 
visitor center that will be perched 
atop Wild Turkey Hill overlooking the 
Kentucky River.

“This is the crowning jewel of the 
site,” said Gerry Ruvo, chairman and 
CEO of Campari America, which pur-
chased Wild Turkey in 2009.

Distillery breaks ground on $4 million new visitor center

Local quartet wins state fair gospel competition
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Members of New Vision Gospel perform at the Kentucky State 
Fair last Thursday. Members of the group are, from left, Doug 
Sallee, Denny Dickerson, Rachel Young and Ben Gee.

Traditional sound leads New Vision to first gospel crown

See CROWN, Page A3
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Business drying
up for county’s

last water hauler
Wayne Phillips carries on vanishing 

longstanding family tradition

By Meaghan Downs 
News staff 

Loneliness can seep in when waiting 
for water.

Professional water hauler Wayne Phil-
lips said he sometimes thinks about his 
late father and former water hauler Wil-
liam “Mush” Phillips while he waits for 
his 1,500 water tank to fill a customer’s 
cistern. 

It usually takes about 10 minutes, 
but 10 minutes can feel like a long time, 
Wayne said. 

To pass the time, he’ll listen to country 
music in the cab of his large, red truck. 
Read a book. In the past, he flipped 
through The Anderson News. 

For these 10 minutes, however, filling 
the silence by a cistern in the Hanson 
Aggregates’ rock quarry, Wayne talks 
about his dad, and a family livelihood 
that may be fading away.

Years ago — back when Wayne hauled 
city water with his father — farmers, 
haulers and county residents alike would 
line up and down Court Street, almost all 
the way to the railroad tracks, waiting 
their turn to fill up tanks for the day’s 
haul. 

He used to wait about one or two hours 

Man shot at
Eagle Lake

Owner pulls plug on future
late-night college parties

By Ben Carlson
News staff

Police are investigating an early 
Sunday morning shooting at Eagle 
Lake Convention Center that sent 
one unidentified 
man to an area hos-
pital with non-life 
threatening injuries.

The center’s 
owner, Brad Smith, 
confirmed the shoot-
ing Monday after-
noon, saying that it 
occurred during a 
private party for a group of around 
500 college students who rented 
the facility.

He said those involved are not 
from Anderson County.

A spokesperson for the Ken-
tucky State Police acknowledged 
Monday that the agency is investi-
gating, saying that it was working 
on a news release. As of Tuesday 
morning, no release had been 
issued.

Smith said the shooting hap-
pened around 2 a.m.

“There was a beef between two 
guys, and one guy popped the 
other in the leg,” Smith said, add-
ing that the victim left for an area 
hospital on his own.

Smith said he has rented a room 

Smith

See SHOOTING, Page A2
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Wayne Phillips has lived in Anderson County all 
of his life, and has worked in the water hauling 
business with his late father, ‘Mush’ Phillips, 
since the age of 16. 

See WATER, Page A2


