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ST. PAUL, Minn — Three 
months before U.S. Ambas-
sador to Libya Christopher 
Stevens died when suspected 
Islamist militants stormed the 
U.S. consulate in Benghazi, 
Minnesota Supreme Court 
Justice Paul Anderson, in 
Libya under the auspices of 
the American Bar Association 
to advise on rebuilding the 
country’s justice system, paid 
a courtesy call to the U.S. em-
bassy in Tripoli.

Stevens, Anderson remem-
bered in a recent interview, 
gave his visitor a sobering 
security rundown. Still, the 
ambassador encouraged An-
derson to get out and mingle 
with Libyans. The judge re-
called noticing how little pro-
tection the embassy in Tripoli 
had compared with those in 
other restive countries he’d 
visited on similar bar associa-
tion assignments.

Anderson said that he and 
Stevens, a lawyer by training, 
developed a quick rapport 
and spent more than hour in 
a broad discussion that ran 
from constitutional law to the 
collapse of the police force in 
Libya. Stevens was well aware 
of the perils that surrounded 
him, Anderson said, but he 
was adamant that good diplo-
macy meant getting out of the 
fortresslike U.S. compounds 

that dot the Middle East.
“He was really upbeat, en-

thusiastic, about the potential 
for the future,” Anderson said. 
“His optimism was almost 
tangible, but I don’t think it 
was Pollyanna or rose-tinted. 
He knew the risks.”

In Washington, debate over 
the Sept. 11 Benghazi attacks 
continues to rage, centered 
largely on whether the Obama 
administration and its ambas-
sador to the United Nations, 
Susan Rice, attempted to mis-
lead the American public about 
what was known when she ap-
peared on a series of Sunday 
morning talks shows five days 
later. The administration has 
since gone quiet, preferring to 
wait for the findings of a gov-
ernmental review board that’s 
investigating the incident.

The partisan nature of the 
wrangling infuriates Ander-
son, who calls Stevens “an 
American hero” and who in 
the immediate aftermath of 
the Benghazi attacks wrote an 
essay for The Huffington Post 
website in which he defended 
Stevens for reaching out to 
Libyans in ways that were 
unconventional for American 
envoys, who more often are 
cloistered in heavily guarded 
compounds such as Baghdad’s 
notorious Green Zone.

A first draft of the essay 
had to be toned down, Ander-
son said, because his anger 

overshadowed the points he 
wanted to make about Ste-
vens’ legacy.

“He was not careless. He 
was not cavalier. He was real-
istic, but he made some very 
pragmatic decisions,” An-
derson said. “We will always 
have people 
who take risks 
on behalf of 
our country 
because they 
t h i n k  i t ’s 
worth it.”

Since then, 
Anderson has 
become more 
c o n t e m p l a -
t i ve  about 
Stevens’ take on security and 
finds himself mulling his own 
conduct in Libya: a senior 
American jurist cruising Trip-
oli streets in an ordinary car 
with a local driver — without 
bodyguards or weapons.

“You’re there doing good, 
and because you’re doing the 
right thing, you feel a certain 
kind of immunity,” Anderson 
said. “Well, that’s not the way 
it is, of course.”

It was easy to feel welcome 
in Libya, Anderson recalled, 
despite signs of declining se-
curity. Just a week before his 
arrival in June, a disgruntled 
militia seized control of the 
Tripoli airport. But Ander-
son decided to stick with his 
plans, and he felt vindicated 
when the passenger next to 
him on the plane into Tripoli 

thanked him for American 
support in the NATO inter-
vention that was vital to the 
rebel victory over former 
leader Moammar Gadhafi.

The gratitude was even 
more remarkable, Anderson 
said, because of the man’s 

s tory :  The 
fellow passen-
ger was an oil 
worker whose 
b ro t h e r,  a 
physician in 
Colorado, had 
f lown back 
to Libya to 
fight with the 
rebe l s  and 
was killed by 

NATO forces, who’d mistaken 
his unit for regime loyalists 
because they’d just captured 
a government tank.

“He’d lost his own brother, 
and he said, ‘Our country 
is grateful because so many 
other people would’ve died if 
you hadn’t intervened,’ ” An-
derson said.
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Judge who visited Libya says Stevens 
felt risks at consulate were worth it
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TUNIS, Tunisia — Tahar 
Bayahi, who runs Tunisia’s 
largest grocery store chain, 
spent the days right after 
the revolution toting up his 
losses: one-quarter of his 60 
stores nationwide incinerated 
and another quarter pillaged.

Yet his company, Magasins 
General, turned right around 
to rebuild, pouring $40 mil-
lion and nine months into the 
effort.

“It’s true that we were bad-
ly affected, but it opened up 
a far larger horizon,” Bayahi 
said. “What was important 
was that the change would 
bring us to a new epoch much 
faster.”

Nearly two years after riots 
that began over economic frus-

tration and unemployment top-
pled the Tunisian government 
and started the Arab Spring, 
the frustration that people 
are not better off is starting 
to overflow again. The gross 
domestic product is down, un-
employment is up, debt and in-

flation are growing, and social 
unrest is simmering.

Last week, the government 
sent troops into Siliana, south 
of the capital, after four days of 
protests, mainly over demands 
for jobs and more government 
investment, turned violent. 

Unemployment remains 
the biggest economic problem 
and catalyst for unrest. A vi-
cious circle imperils all the 
Arab nations with unfinished 
revolutions, as political unrest 
scares off the investors need-
ed to create jobs. Since Presi-
dent Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali 
was ousted in January 2011, 
the unemployment rate has 
risen to 18 percent from 13 
percent.

“Ben Ali ignored the blink-
ing red lights on the econo-
my, and that is what got him 
thrown out,” said Karim Ben 
Smail, the owner of a mod-
est publishing company. “The 
unemployed are an army in a 
country the size of Tunisia.”

The numbers are not all 
bad, however. The economy 
contracted by 1.8 percent in 
2011, according to the World 
Bank, but it predicts 2.2 per-
cent growth this year and a 

close-to-normal 4.6 percent 
by 2014 should conditions 
stabilize.

But a new constitution has 
yet to be written, and elec-
tions have been postponed 
until at least June. Periodic 
riots have left investors sit-
ting on their wallets and kept 
tourists at home.

Bayahi said that before the 
revolution, Magasins General 
felt disadvantaged because its 
closest competitors, franchis-

es of the giant French retail-
ers Carrefour and Monoprix, 
enjoyed closer ties to the 
ruling family. Both opened 
superstores while his applica-
tions languished.

After the revolution, he 
expected permits to sail 
through, particularly since 
his two proposed superstores 
meant more than 1,400 jobs. 
Instead, officials tell him “it is 
being studied,” just like before 
the revolution, he said.

WHERE ARAB SPRING 
BEGAN, UNREST RETURNS

Economic frustration simmers again in Tunisia
By Neil MacFarquhar

The New York Times

Protesters clashed with riot police in Siliana, Tunisia, on Saturday, 
a day before a workers union there announced a provisional halt 
to the strike after agreeing to a deal with the central government.
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“Because you’re doing the 
right thing, you feel a 

certain kind of immunity. … 
Well, that’s not the way it 

is, of course.”
Paul Anderson, 

Minnesota Supreme Court justice
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