
LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER  »  KENTUCKY.COM/NATION  »  A7

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2012

NATION WORLD

NATION

Trial postponed in 
WikiLeaks case

Fort Meade, Md.: Pfc. Bradley Manning’s trial on 
whether he gave classified documents to WikiLeaks 
has been postponed about a month, a military judge 
said Sunday. The delay is intended to allow more 
time for pretrial proceedings, which continued Sun-
day with more testimony after the announcement.

The judge in the case, Col. Denise Lind, announced 
the delay at a pretrial hearing at Fort. Meade, outside 
Washington. Manning’s trial, which had been set to 
begin Feb. 4, will be pushed back to mid-March.

Manning, who was an intelligence analyst in 
Baghdad in 2009 and 2010, is accused of sending 
hundreds of thousands of logs about the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and more than 250,000 diplomatic 
cables to WikiLeaks, the anti-secrecy activist group.

WORLD

Israel withholds tax revenues 
from Palestinian Authority

Ramallah, West Bank: Returning to a hero’s 
welcome Sunday after gaining limited recognition of 
statehood at the United Nations, Palestinian Author-
ity President Mahmoud Abbas faced fresh punitive 
action by Israel, which froze the transfer of more than 
$100 million in tax revenue collected for his cash-
strapped government.

The Israeli step was the second response to the 
vote last week at the U.N. General Assembly, which 
granted the Palestinians the status of a “non-member 
observer state.” On Friday, Israel said it would build 
3,000 homes in West Bank settlements and in East Je-
rusalem, and would advance controversial settlement 
plans near the city in an area deemed critical for the 
territorial contiguity of a future Palestinian state.

Israel previously halted the transfer of monthly 
tax payments in response to a similar U.N. bid by the 
Palestinians last year. Though Israeli officials hinted 
the move might be temporary, it will likely intensify 
the financial crisis facing the authority, which is suf-
fering from large budget deficits and has been unable 
to pay full salaries for months.

U.S.-Afghan air base attacked
Kabul, Afghanistan: A squad of nine suicide bomb-

ers attacked a major U.S.-Afghan air base in the east-
ern city of Jalalabad just after dawn Sunday, explod-
ing bombs at the front gate and sparking a lengthy 
firefight with both Afghan and NATO forces inside.

Officials said the attackers killed at least five 
people before being either shot or blown up by their 
own explosives. As the battle raged, American assault 
helicopters fired from overhead. Three Afghan security 
force members and two civilians died, officials said. An 
American spokesman for the International Security As-
sistance Force said three foreign troops were wounded.

The Taliban immediately claimed responsibility for 
the attack, which was reminiscent of a frontal assault 
on the base last February, when a suicide bombing 
left nine Afghans dead. The base is a major transport 
center for the U.S. military in eastern Afghanistan.
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TOKYO — At least seven 
people were feared dead after 
part of a highway tunnel col-
lapsed Sunday in eastern Japan, 
trapping them in their vehicles 
and starting a fire that filled the 
tunnel with thick, black smoke.

Three vehicles appear to 
have been crushed under con-
crete that fell from the ceiling 
of the three-mile Sasago Tun-
nel near the city of Otsuki in 
Yamanashi prefecture, about 
50 miles west of Tokyo, the 
national government’s disas-
ter management agency said. 
Agency and police officials 

said it remained unclear why 
the 150- to 200-foot section of 
8-inch-thick concrete, weighing 
about 180 tons, suddenly fell.

A vehicle carrying six peo-
ple caught fire, emitting heavy 
smoke that initially prevented 
firefighters from entering the 
tunnel. But even after putting 
out the blaze, rescuers had to 
temporarily suspend efforts to 
reach the trapped vehicles be-
cause of the danger of a further 
collapse, officials said.

They said rescue efforts re-
sumed later in the day, though 
progress was slow because 
firefighters were still moving 
carefully.

Officials said a 28-year-old 
woman managed to flee from 
the vehicle that caught fire. 
She told firefighters that five 
other people remained trapped 
in her vehicle. It was unknown 
how many people were in the 
other vehicles besides the 
drivers, who were apparently 
also still trapped inside.

One of the other vehicles 
appeared to be a truck be-
longing to a food wholesaler, 
officials said. They said the 
driver called his company 
right after the accident to 
ask for help, but subsequent 
attempts to reach him by his 
cellphone failed.

The operator of the high-
way, Central Nippon Express-
way, held a news conference 
to apologize for the accident. 
The police said they had 
opened an investigation into 
the cause of the collapse and 
whether professional negli-
gence by the operator was a 
factor.

The accident closed a sec-
tion of the Chuo Expressway, 
a vital transportation artery 
connecting Tokyo to western 
Japan. Such long tunnels — 
usually lined with smooth, 
white concrete — are a com-
mon sight on highways in this 
mountainous island nation.

Motorists trapped, 7 killed in tunnel collapse outside Tokyo
By Martin Fackler
The New York Times

This image taken from the monitoring camera of Central Nippon 
Expressway’s Hachioji branch, Tokyo, showed rescuers looking 
Sunday for the injured among fallen roof panels in the Sasago 
Tunnel near Otsuki in Yamanashi prefecture.
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WASHINGTON —House 
Speaker John A. Boehner said 
Sunday that he was “flabber-
gasted” by the Obama adminis-
tration’s latest proposal to avoid 
tax increases and spending cuts 
at year-end, while Treasury 
Secretary Timothy F. Geithner 
said Republicans were in a “dif-
ficult place” and had to make 
more concessions. 

Boehner, an Ohio Re-
publican, said on Fox News 
Sunday that when Geithner 
outlined the administration’s 
proposal for him on Thursday, 
he looked at Geithner and 
said: “You can’t be serious.” 

Geithner said on ABC’s 
This Week that although the 
two sides were “still some dis-
tance apart,” tax rates would 
have to go up for the wealthi-
est 2 percent of taxpayers. 
“That’s an essential part of 

any deal,” he said. 
Under the administration’s 

proposal, tax deductions and 
exclusions for wealthy people 
also would be limited. 

The White House proposal 
calls for about $1.6 trillion in 
additional revenue over the 
next 10 years, $600 billion in 
spending reductions and $200 
billion in additional spending 
for unemployment insurance, 
mortgage relief and public 
works projects to stimulate 
the economy. 

The administration also 
wants Congress virtually to 
relinquish authority over fu-
ture increases in the debt 
limit. But Boehner said it was 
“silly” to think that Congress 
would give up that power. 

If Congress does not act, 
next year would begin with 
a series of tax increases and 
spending cuts, the combination 
of which economists believe 
would jeopardize the economy. 

Boehner said he had made 
concessions by announcing 

after the election that Repub-
licans were willing to take a 
look at additional revenues. 
But he said increasing taxes 
on top earners would hurt 
small businesses and slow 
economic growth.  He also 
said he was determined to 
curb spending and solve the 
country’s debt problem. 

When asked for an assess-
ment of where things stood, 
Boehner said: “We’re no-
where. Period.” 

“The president’s idea of 
the negotiation is ‘Roll over 
and do what I ask.’ ” He said. 

But Geithner said the ball 
was now in the Republicans’ 
court. “They understand 
that,” he said. When they 
come back with a new pro-
posal, he said the administra-
tion would consider it. 

He said a certain amount 
of “political theater” was in-
evitable. “We’re actually mak-
ing a little bit of progress, 
but we’re still some distance 
apart,” Geithner said. 

BOEHNER, GEITHNER 
FOCUS ON WEALTHIEST

Sides hold firm on tax positions

By Katherine Skiba
Chicago Tribune

THE ‘FISCAL CLIFF’

Supporters of Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi gathered Sunday in front of riot police at the entrance of Egypt’s top court in Cairo. The 
Supreme Constitutional Court said it couldn’t convene and suspended its work indefinitely because of “psychological and physical pressures.” 
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A SHOW OF FORCE IN EGYPT

CAIRO — Egypt’s highest 
court indefinitely postponed a 
highly anticipated ruling Sunday, 
leaving the nation’s upcoming 
referendum on the new consti-
tution in a state of uncertainty 
and putting off for now a direct 
confrontation with President Mo-
hammed Morsi over his claim of 
judicial immunity.

The judges of the Supreme 
Constitutional Court claimed that 
they could not convene because 
pro-Morsi demonstrators who’d 
gathered in front of the court’s 
building had threatened them and 
blocked their entry. Members of 

the public, however, were able to 
enter the building. The court did 
not explain why it could not have 
ruled on the case somewhere 
else. In a statement, the judges 
said they had to suspend their 
session because to go on would 
subject them to “psychological or 
physical pressure.”

The court’s session had been 
widely anticipated as a show-
down between Morsi and the 
country’s judges over Morsi’s dec-
laration Nov. 22 that the nation’s 
judiciary had no power to rule on 
his decrees. Since then, the judi-
ciary and Morsi have engaged in 
a game of chicken over who de-
cides legal matters here that has 

divided not only the government 
but polarized the nation.

On Sunday, Ahmed El Zind, 
president of Egypt’s Judge’s 
Club, which represents a large 
group of judges nationwide, an-
nounced that its members would 
not conduct the referendum, now 
scheduled for Dec. 15. Opposed 
to Morsi’s decree are members of 
the judiciary, many of whom went 
on strike, and secular, liberal and 
Christian politicians and their 
supporters. The Associated Press 
reported the Supreme Court also 
joined the strike.

On the other side is the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, the Islamist 
group through which Morsi rose 
to prominence.

The court was supposed to 

rule on whether the Brotherhood-
dominated constitutional assem-
bly, which drafted the proposed 
constitution, was legal; the court 
earlier in the year had ordered the 
dissolution of the Parliament that 
had named the assembly. Had 
the court ruled that the assembly 
was illegal, it would have invali-
dated the proposed constitution, 
canceled the Dec. 15 referendum 
Morsi scheduled Saturday on the 
document, and forced Morsi to 
name a new assembly.

With no ruling and no sense 
of when it could rule, Egyptians 
are uncertain about whether the 
scheduled constitutional referen-
dum will happen and if enough 
judges will end their strike to 
conduct it.

Court delays ruling on assembly
CONSTITUTION VOTE HANGS IN BALANCE

By Nancy A. Youssef
McClatchy Newspapers

BQALAT AL MUDIQ, 
Syria — When the group 
Jabhat al Nusra first claimed 
responsibility for car and 
suicide bombings in Damas-
cus that killed dozens last 
January, many of Syria’s rev-
olutionaries claimed that the 
organization was a creation 
of the Syrian government, 
designed to discredit those 
who opposed the regime of 
President Bashar al-Assad 
and to hide the regime’s 
own brutal tactics. 

Nearly a year later, how-
ever, Jabhat al Nusra, which 
U.S. officials believe has 
links to al Qaida, has be-
come essential to the front-
line operations of the rebels 
fighting to topple Assad. 

Not only does the group 
still conduct suicide bomb-
ings that have killed hun-
dreds, but they’ve proved to 
be critical to the rebels’ mili-

tary advance. In battle after 
battle across the country, 
Nusra and similar groups 
do the heaviest frontline 
fighting. Groups who call 
themselves the Free Syrian 
Army and report to military 
councils led by defected Syr-
ian army officers move into 
the captured territory after-
ward. 

The prominence of Nusra 
in the rebel cause worries 
U.S. and other Western offi-
cials, who say its operations 
rely on the same people and 
tactics that fueled al Qaida 
in Iraq — an assertion that 
is borne out by interviews 
with Nusra members in 
Syria. 

Among Nusra fighters are 
many Syrians who say they 
fought with al Qaida in Iraq, 
which waged a bloody and 

violent campaign against the 
U.S. presence in that coun-
try and is still blamed for 
suicide and car bombings 
that have killed hundreds of 
Iraqis since the U.S. troops 
left a year ago. 

According to Nusra mem-
bers, some of the group’s 
leaders, including the emir, 
or top ruler, in Syria’s Deir 
al Zour province, are Iraqis. 

The group’s prominence 
makes clear the dilemma 
of Syria’s revolutionaries, 
as well as those who might 
provide support to them. 
Though members of Nusra 
operate independently of the 
other rebel groups that have 
taken up arms — and par-
ticularly those that are call-
ing for elections if Assad is 
deposed — it is increasingly 
clear that their operations 
are closely coordinated with 
more secular rebels. 

Some Syrians say that 

FRIEND OR FOE?
AL QAIDA-LINKED GROUP THAT ANTI-ASSAD FORCES ONCE DENIED NOW 
KEY TO VICTORIES, BUT ITS PRESENCE ALSO HINDERS BACKING BY WEST

By David Enders
McClatchy Newspapers
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