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ON KENTUCKY.COM
Chris Bailey’s blog keeps 
an eye on the weather  
for Lexington and beyond

Teen charged 
after toddler 

shoots cousin
Lexington: A 19-year-old 

man has been charged by Lex-
ington police after a 2-year-old 
boy was accidentally shot in the 
arm Saturday night by his male 
4-year-old cousin.

According to Lexington 
police, Lavonne Myron Smith 
tried to hide the gun used in the 
shooting from officers after they 
arrived on the scene. Smith was 
charged with carrying a con-
cealed deadly weapon, a felony, 
and tampering with evidence, 
a misdemeanor, and was jailed 
at the Fayette County Detention 
Center. The toddler, who has not 
been identified, was shot about 
7:45 p.m. Saturday in an apart-
ment on Devenport Drive where 
adults were present.

The child’s injuries were not 
considered life threatening, but 
he was taken to University of 
Kentucky Chandler Hospital. So-
cial services workers were called 
to assist with the children.

Lexington man 
shot to death

Lexington: Police are looking 
for a Lexington man after a 
Saturday night fight escalated 
into a fatal shooting.

Anthony Logan, 22, died 
of multiple gunshot wounds 
following what began as an 
argument around 11:30 p.m. at 
221 Cambridge Place.

Lexington police have issued 
a murder warrant for Brandon 
Lamont Bailey, 28. The suspect 
is considered armed and dan-
gerous. Anyone with information 
about his location should call 
police immediately at (859) 
258-3600 or 911.

2 escape Blackburn
Lexington:  Police are look-

ing for two inmates who walked 
away from the Blackburn 
Correctional Complex in Fayette 
County on Saturday.

According to the Kentucky 
Department of Corrections, 
Christopher Melton and Tyler 
Roberts were confirmed missing 
around 8 p.m. Saturday. Melton, 
23, is a 6-foot-1-inch white male 
with brown hair and blue eyes 
weighing 160 pounds. He was 
serving a six-year sentence for 
theft and fleeing and evading. 
He would have been eligible for 
parole in April 2013.

Roberts, 21, is a 5-foot-
9-inch white male with black 
hair and brown eyes weighing 
150 pounds. He was serving a 
10-year sentence for burglary, 
theft, possession of a handgun 
by a convicted felon and arson.

He would have been eligible 
for parole October 2013.

Anyone with information 
should contact state police at 
(502) 227-2221 or Lexington 
police at (859) 258-3600.

Man charged  
in Adair shooting 

Columbia: Kentucky State 
Police received a call about 
5 p.m. Saturday from Adair 
County 911 that a gunshot 
victim was being treated at 
Westlake Hospital. Adam 
Haskiell, 20, had been shot in 
the chest during a fight at a 
house on Keen Wilson Road. 
KSP arrested Jeremy Lee Lut-
trell, 22, on Sunday at a house 
on Athleta Trace Road in Adair 
County. Luttrell was charged 
with assault and taken to the 
Adair County jail. Haskiell is in 
stable condition at University of 
Louisville Hospital.

STAFF, WIRE REPORTS

Corrections
The Herald-Leader corrects 

all significant errors that are 
brought to the editors’ attention. 
If you think we have made 
such an error, please call our 
newsroom at (859) 231-3200 
or 1-800-950-6397 after 9 a.m. 
on weekdays or after 3 p.m. on 
weekends and holidays.

The Kentucky Christmas 
Chorus, which once drew 
thousands of holiday revelers 
to Rupp Arena, is on hiatus 
for 2012 with organizers cit-
ing declining attendance.

“We just decided to take a 
break,” said Renee Jackson, 
president of the Downtown 
Lexington Corporation.

“We never said it was not 

ever coming back,” she said.
Under Mayor Jim Gray, the 

Downtown Lexington Corpo-
ration has taken over many of 
the city’s community events, 
including the Christmas Cho-
rus and Fourth of July celebra-
tions. Jackson said the DLC 
decided to replace the chorus 
with several smaller events 
scheduled for a single day. On 
Nov. 24 visitors came down-
town for a Holiday Artist’s 

Market, holiday concert and 
the city’s official tree-lighting 
ceremony.

The chorus had been held 
for 24 years and usually fea-
tured the Lexington Singers 
and the Lexington Philhar-
monic. According to the Her-
ald-Leader archives, the first 
concert drew 3,500 singers 
from 100 church choirs and 
school groups from 38 Ken-
tucky counties.

But attendance had been 
in a steady decline in recent 

years. In 2010, the concert was 
moved from 24,000-seat Rupp 
Arena to the 1,500-seat Single-
tary Center for the Arts and 
the full philharmonic did not 
perform. That year, the Herald-
Leader reported, the venue 
was about two-thirds full.

Mike Kanarek, WKYT vice 
president of operations, said 
the station was interested in 
broadcasting the chorus in 
2012 but learned earlier this 
fall that the event wouldn’t be 
held this year.

Although the broadcast 
fell outside of the times when 
TV ratings are calculated, he 
said viewers seemed to look 
forward to it each year, espe-
cially the Christmas Day re-
broadcast of the concert.

Kanarek said WKYT 
would be interested in being 
involved if the tradition is re-
vived.

DECLINING ATTENDANCE BEHIND DECISION

Mary Meehan: (859) 231-3261. 
Twitter: @bgmoms.  
Blog: BluegrassMoms.com. 

Ky. Christmas Chorus on hiatus
By Mary Meehan

mmeehan1@herald-leader.com

BURLINGTON — Ken-
tucky officials agreed they had 
to rid their state of a pain pill 
abuse scourge that had reached 
epidemic levels. They cracked 
down on the prescribers, set up 
an electronic system to track 
pills and clogged up a pipeline 
that had roots in Florida.

As those efforts began pay-
ing off and pills weren’t as 
easily had, law enforcement 

came across a surprising dis-
covery — they busted more 
people for a drug that had 
long ago faded into the back-
ground. That drug is heroin.

“There’s always some type 
of drug to step up when an-
other gets taken out,” said 
Dan Smoot, law enforcement 
director of Operation UNITE, 
which handles drug investiga-
tions in 29 Eastern Kentucky 
counties where pain pill abuse 

had been rampant. “We didn’t 
know it was going to be her-
oin. We knew something was 
going to replace pills.”

Law enforcement officials 
in Kentucky and Ohio said 
the heroin, which is generally 
snorted or injected in powder 
form, is imported into the 
United States from Mexico 
and Central America. It’s first 
going to Illinois, Michigan and 
Ohio, then migrating across 

the Ohio River into Kentucky.
Bill Mark, head of the 

Northern Kentucky Drug 
Strike Force in Burlington, was 
surprised the first time he en-
countered a heroin overdose.

“We were like, ‘Heroin? 
Where did that come from?’” 
Mark said.

Like most drugs, what is 
attracting users is availability 
and cost, police said.

DRIVEN BY NARROWING PRESCRIPTION PIPELINE

Heroin resurgence in pain pill country
By Brett Barrouquere

Associated Press Bill Mark 
is head of 

the Northern 
Kentucky Drug 
Strike Force in 

Burlington.
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Louie Northern and his daughter Callie Northern of Rockcastle County, and Mike Grimes of Berea, played music from the Civil War era at the second annual “Light-
ing of the Lawn” event at the Ashland Henry Clay Estate in Lexington Sunday. 
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Aaron Cook, 
6, climbed 
down a small 
tree after 
trying to get 
a better view 
of Ashland’s 
tree lighting 
Sunday.

‘Lighting of the Lawn’ at Ashland

Cailyn Preston, 3, reached over the fencing to touch one of the strips of lights decorating the 100-
foot tall live Norway spruce after it was lit at the Ashland Henry Clay Estate Sunday.

$33-Ways
3-Way Mania

All Day Wednesday,

December 5 At participating locations.

Hamburg – 1900 Plaudit Pl. UK – South Broadway at Foreman Ave. Fayette Mall – Food Court Georgetown – 101 Lawson Dr. by Wal-Mart


