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Things get tense — and messy — for Alexander Skarsgard and Anna Paquin in True Blood.
JOHN P. JOHNSON | HBO

 Don’t miss: ‘True Blood’ 
season finale

The fifth season of fang-tastic fantasy True Blood 
ends with a wild episode that has Eric (Alexander 
Skarsgard) making a desperate last-ditch attempt to 
thwart The Authority and save Bill (Stephen Moyer) from 
losing his humanity. Meanwhile, Alcide (Joe Manganiello) 
prepares for his second battle with J.D. (Louis Herthum), 
and Sam and Luna (Sam Trammell, Janina Gavankar) 
test their limits in trying to escape the corrupt blood-
suckers of The Authority. 9 p.m. Sunday, HBO. 

Other bets
Sunday: TV critics everywhere are undoubtedly 
mourning  that Aaron Sorkin’s The Newsroom airs 
its Season 1 finale. Now they’ll have to find another 
target for their vitriol. 10 p.m., HBO. 

Monday-Thursday: Award-winning political journal-
ists Judy Woodruff and Gwen Ifill of PBS NewsHour 
will co-anchor gavel-to-gavel broadcast coverage 
from the PBS Skybox at the Republican National 
Convention this week in Tampa, Fla. (and later the 
Democratic National Convention in Charlotte, N.C.). 
8 p.m., KET.

Monday: Are we missing Kyra Sedgwick yet? Maybe 
not too much. The Closer spin-off Major Crimes, 
which looks to be a major hit, continues its 
freshman run with the unit investigating 
a fatal car crash at a nightclub. 9 p.m., 
TNT. 

Monday: Reunited and it feels so 
good. Or does it? On Web Therapy, 
Lisa  Kudrow’s Fiona meets up with an 
old friend played by David Schwimmer, 
right, who goes out of his way to ignite a 
romance  with her. 11 p.m., Showtime. 

Tuesday: In the summer finale of Pretty Little Liars, 
all eyes are on Rosewood, which has become a 
media hot spot as Garrett’s (Yani Gellman) trial for 
Maya’s murder gets under way. We expect to be 
hanging from a very steep cliff by the end of it all. 
8 p.m., ABC Family. 

 Thursday: Break out the confetti and the balloons. 
The Republican National Convention wraps up 
four days of parties as presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney and his running mate Paul Ryan bask in 
the customary adulation. The major broadcast 
networks and cable news channels all are offering 
coverage. Consult local listings. 

Thursday: On a new episode of Braxton Family 
Values, it’s full speed ahead on the baby train for 
Tamar. She nervously gets her eggs harvested, 

fertilized and frozen — but not scrambled. 
9 p.m., WE. 

Friday: Season 2 of Boss continues 
as Chicago Mayor Tom Kane (Kelsey 
 Grammer) becomes increasingly 
 infatuated with Mona (Sanaa Lathan), 
his driven new aide. Is there any way 
this can’t end badly? 9 p.m., Starz. 

Saturday: Doctor Who, last year’s most 
popular show on iTunes, returns to kick 

off what should be an exciting run of five new 
episodes. The opener finds the good Doctor (Matt 
Smith) forced into an impossible mission, to a 
place even the Daleks are too terrified to enter: the 
Asylum. 9 p.m., BBC America. 
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TV PICKS
For the week of Aug. 26 to Sept. 1

Pioneer Fest 
starts Friday 

in Winchester
The Daniel Boone Pioneer 

Festival starts  Friday  with a 
street dance in downtown 
Winchester at 6:30 p.m. The 
festival, featuring arts and 
craft vendors, live music and 
fireworks, continues through 
Sept. 2. Go to Danielboonepio-
neerfestival.com  for a complete 
schedule.

Tickle your funny bone 
at the Singletary

Mo Funny 4 Your Money, 
featuring comedians Pierre 
Edwards, Spike Davis, Kenny 
Howell, Mike Estime and Jaylyn 
Bishop, is 8 p.m. Sept. 2 at the 
Singletary Center for the Arts. 
$19.50 to $85. Call (859) 257-
4929  or go to Singletarycenter.
com .

Tin Can Buddha 
to rock Natasha’s

Blues and rock band  Tin 
Can Buddha  will perform 
Friday at Natasha’s Bistro and 
Bar . The show starts at 9 p.m. 
Tickets are $15. Call (859) 259-
2754  or go to Beetnik.com .

Cagney gangster movie 
at Kentucky Theatre
White Heat, the clas-

sic J ames Cagney gangster 
film from  1949, is this week’s 
featured movie at the Kentucky 
Theatre’s Summer Classics 
series. Show times are 1:30 
and 7:15 p.m. Wednesday . 
Admission is $5.

HARRIETT HENDREN, 
hhendren@herald-leader.com
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Entertain these options 

for your week
LCT directors honored

The Lexington Children’s 
Theatre’s artistic director 
Vivian Snipes and producing 
director Larry Snipes received 
the highest honor from the 
Children’s Theater Foundation 
of America at its convention in 
Lexington earlier this month. 
The Snipeses and the theater 
were recipients of the Orlin 
Corey Medallion awards at a 
luncheon on the stage of the 
Lexington Opera House, where 
Louisville’s Fund for the Arts was also honored.

“I was shocked to learn we’d be honored this way,” Vivian Snipes 
said, accepting the award. “We just go about doing what we do every 
day to the best of our abilities.”

Larry Snipes cited the Avett Brothers song Head Full of Doubt, 
Road Full of Promise, recalling, with a laugh, “I came here when I was 
26 years old and I knew everything.” He said he eventually learned the 
key to success is to “surround yourself with people better than you.”

The awards have been given since 1992 to recipients who have 
made significant contributions to children’s theater.

Louisville’s Fund for the Arts was cited for its role in the suc-
cess of the River City’s Stage One Family Theatre. In an exuberant 
acceptance speech, fund president and CEO Barbara Sexton Smith 
repeated her mantra, “Together, through the arts, we create a great 
American city.” She said she was going to go back to Louisville and 
put the medallion on the downtown statue of late Louisville Mayor 
Charles Farnsley, who founded the fund in 1949.

The Lexington Children’s Theatre is heading into its 74th season. 
Vivian Snipes said the Short Street theater, with its  extensive regional 
satellite and touring program, puts all the work in for “that smallish 
child who sits in the audience, looks up and goes, ‘Wow.’”

Free Friday concerts are back at Niles Center
The University of Kentucky’s Niles Center for American Music is 

once again presenting a fall lineup of free public concerts at noon 
Fridays in the Niles Gallery of the Lucille C. Little Fine Arts Library. 

The Appalachia in the Bluegrass series in the past has featured 
artists from musicians straight off their front porches in Eastern Ken-
tucky to artists who have achieved national and international acclaim.

Sept. 7, Appalatin, Louisville band combining Appalachian and 
Caribbean sounds.

Sept. 14, Lee Sexton with John Sexton, Letcher County banjo 
legend with his son.

Sept. 21, Sparky and Rhonda Rucker, married folk duo from 
Tennessee.

Sept. 28, Appalachian Association of Sacred Harp Singers, 
informal group of shape-note singers.

Oct. 5, Jarflies, Lexington banjo and fiddle duo.
Oct. 12, Roger Cooper, Lewis County fiddler.
Oct. 19, Morehead State University KCTM String Band, group of 

Morehead students studying old-time music.
Oct. 26, Si Kahn, artist and activist who will be in residence at 

UK.
Nov. 2, Don Pedi, North Carolina dulcimer artist.
Nov. 9, Ruth McLain Smith, Berea member of the McLain Family 

Band.
Nov. 16, Rich and the Po’ Folk, Letcher County old-time string 

band.
Nov. 30, Red State Ramblers, the Lexington group in their annual 

appearance.
Dec. 7, Crankies: Anna Roberts-Gevalt and Elizabeth LaPrelle, 

Banjo and fiddle music accompanied by moving scroll illustrations.
RICH COPLEY, rcopley@herald-leader.com
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Larry and Vivian Snipes with 
their Orlin Corey awards.
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Karen Gillan and Matt Smith return in the first 
of five new episodes of Doctor Who.

ADRIAN ROGERS | BBC AMERICA

James Cagney in White Heat.
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