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TAMPA, Fla. — An ap-
proaching tropical storm, fore-
cast to become a hurricane as 
it roars into the Gulf of Mexi-
co on Sunday, has forced post-
ponement of the first day of 
the Republican National Con-
vention here, party officials 
announced Saturday evening.

The opening session Mon-
day was to have featured Mitt 
Romney’s formal nomination 
by thousands of convention 
delegates as the party’s 2012 
presidential standard bearer. A 
planned speech that evening by 
Romney’s wife, Ann, had previ-
ously been moved to Tuesday 
because the commercial broad-
cast TV networks are not carry-
ing events from the first night.

Instead, the gathering will 
nominally open Monday and 
then immediately adjourn, 
officials said. The plan — at 
least for now — is to recon-
vene Tuesday. The exact time 
won’t be announced until 
later when officials are able to 
assess any damage from the 
storm, which is expected to 
peak Monday in Tampa.

“Our chief priority is the 
safety of the residents of 
Florida, of those visiting the 
convention, and all those in 
Gulf Coast states who may be 
impacted by Tropical Storm 
Isaac,” Bill Harris, the con-
vention president, said in an-
nouncing the postponement.

Harris, in a prepared state-
ment, said the scheduling 
changes “will help ensure the 
continued safety of all partici-
pants — our foremost concern. 
We are also committed to keep-
ing the delegates and guests of 
the convention well-informed 
about the situation, and we will 
continue providing updates in 
the hours and days ahead.”

Officials said the decision 
was unanimous among party 
officials, convention organizers 
and the Romney campaign.

According to the National 
Hurricane Center, Tropical 
Storm Isaac is expected to re-
main over water off Florida’s 
west coast, eventually mak-
ing landfall on the north Gulf 
Coast, somewhere between 
the western Florida panhan-
dle and Louisiana.

The giant storm is fore-

cast to pass close enough to 
the Tampa area to deliver a 
battering of rain and tropical-
storm-force winds of 39 to 
73 mph, starting as early as 
Sunday night and continuing 
through Monday. A gala wel-
come party for 20,000 conven-
tion participants, scheduled 
for Sunday evening, was still 
on as of Saturday night.

Thousands of the GOP del-
egates and other convention 
participants are being housed 
in resort hotels along a coastal 
barrier island that is expected 
to bear the brunt of the storm 
in the Tampa-St. Petersburg 
area. They will be advised as 
early as Sunday morning if it 
will be necessary to evacuate 
to higher ground inland, offi-
cials said.

Postponement of at least 
the first day of the conven-
tion is the latest setback for 
Romney, whose campaign has 
been dragged off-message and 
off-plan over the last week or 
more. The four-day production 
has long been conceived as 
one of the best opportunities 
between now and the election 
for Romney to better acquaint 
the nation’s voters with his 
record in government and pri-
vate life, his position on the is-
sues and personal character.

Last week, the campaign 
was sidetracked by a Missouri 
GOP Senate candidate’s in-
cendiary remarks about rape 
and abortion. The controversy 
shed unwanted light on strict 
conservative stances that 
Romney espoused on social 

issues in the primaries that 
could complicate his efforts 
to woo independent suburban 
moderates, particularly single 
women, in November.

A recent concentration in 
the presidential campaign de-
bate on Medicare, an issue that 
could prove damaging to Rom-
ney in senior-heavy Florida, a 
must-win state for Republicans, 
has also pulled Romney away 
from his earlier focus on high 
unemployment and a sluggish 
economic recovery, the issues 
widely regarded as the great-
est threat to President Barack 
Obama’s re-election.

Russ Schriefer, a top Rom-
ney adviser and the producer 
of the convention, said in a 
conference call Saturday eve-
ning that the Republicans can 
squeeze into three days what 
they had planned to do in four.

“We will absolutely be 
able to get our message out,” 
Schriefer said. “We have the 
opportunity to tell to the 
American people the story 
of the last four years, of how 
President Obama’s failed lead-
ership has failed this country 
and how Mitt Romney can do 
better and provide a better fu-
ture for Americans.”

Romney is currently sched-
uled to deliver his acceptance 
speech at the convention 
arena in Tampa on Thursday 
night. The tropical storm is 
forecast to be out of the Tam-
pa area by Tuesday evening. 
That presumably would give 
organizers enough time to 
salvage at least the final two 

days of the gathering, unless 
there is widespread damage.

For several days, party of-
ficials and Florida Gov. Rick 
Scott, a Republican, have 
sought to play down the poten-
tial weather threat to the con-
vention and steadfastly refused 
to discuss contingencies.

That upbeat tone contin-
ued even as party officials 
were forced to take a step 
they clearly had hoped to 
avoid.

“Here’s the deal. We’ll 
know on Monday how severe 
this tropical storm is,” Re-
publican National Committee 
Chairman Reince Priebus said 
on a conference call. “We’re 
not going to put delegates 
on a bunch of buses over the 
bridges between Clearwater 
and St. Pete when we can’t 
predict how severe the wind 
is going to be and how severe 
the damage might be.”

Only the day before, Prie-
bus had said he was breathing 
easier about any possible can-
cellation and expressed opti-
mism that the event would go 
off without a hitch.

The decision means that 
for the second time in a row, 
the start of the GOP con-
vention will be disrupted by 
weather.

In 2008, organizers cut 
short the opening night of 
the Republican convention 
in St. Paul, Minn., to refocus 
national attention on prepara-
tions for an approaching hur-
ricane in the Gulf, 1,000 miles 
away.

LATEST SETBACK AS 
ROMNEY ATTEMPTS TO 
GET BACK ON MESSAGE

Storm forces postponement 
of GOP convention events

By Paul West
Tribune Washington Bureau

A U.S. Coast Guard vessel patrolled Saturday outside the Tampa Bay Times Forum, site of this 
week’s Republican National Convention in Tampa, Fla.
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TAMPA, Fla. — Mitt Romney goes before 
America this week with a historic opportunity 
to introduce and define himself to a nation 
weary of four years of economic anxiety and 
seriously considering voting him into the White 
House this fall. Beginning this week at the Re-
publican National Convention, and continuing 
through Romney’s prime-time speech Thursday 
accepting his party’s presidential nomination, 
Republicans will tell three stories to an audi-
ence that could number in the tens of millions. 

They’ll describe their view that President 
Barack Obama has mismanaged and damaged 
an already fragile economy.  

“In many ways, Obama is a president who 
doesn’t fit into the historical context,” argued 
Sal Russo, a veteran Republican consultant. 

Since Ronald Reagan’s election in 1980, 
presidents have boasted of their eagerness to 
shrink the size of government — and have been 
largely unsuccessful — while reducing depen-
dence on its safety net. Obama has reversed 
that trend, Russo argued, instead proudly 

returning the government to its New Deal-Great 
Society role as the guarantor of income and 
opportunity, regardless of cost. 

They’ll describe how a government run on 
conservative principles can revive that economy.  

An array of party stars — though not former 
President George W. Bush or 2008 vice presiden-
tial nominee Sarah Palin — will tout Romney’s 
blueprint for cutting marginal income tax rates 
20 percent across the board, chopping the size 
of government to 20 percent of the economy — 
down from the current 24 percent — and chang-
ing how future seniors get health care coverage. 

“They have to show they have an eco-
nomic plan that will work, and connect to 
middle-class voters,” said Mark McKinnon, a 
top adviser to George W. Bush’s presidential 
campaigns. That will be tricky, since the plan 
could involve ending some popular tax breaks, 
like the mortgage interest deduction, and 
dramatically changing Medicare. 

There will be some mention of national 
defense and foreign policy, but probably not 

much. Romney’s July trip abroad was full of 
stumbles, and polls show those subjects are 
not high on most Americans’ lists.   

And they’ll trumpet how Romney, the 
former Massachusetts governor, and running 
mate Paul Ryan are a peerless blend of busi-
ness and government experience and acumen, 
uniquely qualified to lead that charge. 

Democrats have tried to paint Ryan, whose 
“Path to Prosperity” proposes dramatic changes 
in federal spending, as a heartless conservative 
eager to slash government spending without 
regard for human consequences. Ryan is figuring 
his boyish charm and matter-of-fact knack for 
explaining difficult concepts will prove appealing. 

On Thursday night, Romney will stand alone 
before the American people and explain why 
he wants to be their 45th president. 

“It’s kind of like the Olympics,” said David 
Carney, President George H.W. Bush’s White 
House political director. “You have all these 
trials, and people watch.” 
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GOP convention to make case for changing course with Romney
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Happy 70th Anniversary
Elbert and Margaret Carpenter

Margaret and Elbert Car-
penter are celebrating their
70th wedding anniversary
on August 30th. They both
grew up and were married
in Danville, KY. Elbert
joined the Army Air Corp
and was involved in 54
bombing missions over
France and Germany in
World War II. A call to the
pastoral ministry followed
the war and he pastored
three churches in Kentucky
after graduating from South-
ern Seminary in 1952. In
1957 the "military itch"
returned and he joined the
Navy Chaplain's Corp, ser-

ving there until retiring in
1982 as Lt. Cdr. having
served both the Navy and
the Marines. His faithful and
ever-loving wife followed his
career almost around the
world, getting very involved
in military wives' projects.
They have been active mem-
bers of Immanuel Baptist
Church since moving to Lex-
ington in 1993. They will cel-
ebrate at their home with
their one surviving son, Neil,
5 grandchildren and 4 great
grandchildren. They are
grateful to God for their ma-
ny experiences and years to-
gether.

70th Wedding An-
niversary

Paul F. and Helen Scott
McDaniel will celebrate
their 70th Wedding Anni-
versary August 26th with a
private dinner with family
and friends. They were mar-
ried in Nicholasville, KY
Aug. 26, 1942. They have re-
sided in Lexington for 89
years. They have two daugh-
ters, Sherron Portis, Hous-
ton, TX and Paula Plonski,
Charlotte, N.C.. They also
have four grand children
aand three great grand chil-
dren.

Hodgson-Blandford
Natalie Rose Hodgson of

Lexington and Derrick War-
ren Blandford of Owens-
boro were united in mar-
riage May 19, 2012 at St.
George Island, Florida. Ne-
dra Jefferson officiated.

The bride is the daugh-
ter of Craig and Karen
Hodgson of Lexington. The
groom is the son of John
Blandford and Diana Wil-
son of Owensboro.

The bride is a recent gra-
duate of West Georgia Tech-
nical College, LaGrange
Georgia and is licensed
mamographer. The groom
is an account executive with
Abendigo Environmental
Corp.

The couple will reside in
LaGrange, Georgia.

Mr & Mrs John S.
Cobb Celebrate 60

Years!

John S. Cobb & Nellie
Marie Hay were married on
August 30, 1952 at Porter
Memorial Baptist Church in
Lexington, KY.

John & Nellie originally
of Jessamine County, have
resided in Lexington, Nich-
olasville, Springfield and
now are residents of Win-
chester. They have five chil-
dren, fourteen grandchil-
dren and five great-
grandchildren. The couple's
family recently held a sur-
prise celebration for them
in Memphis.

Steve and Jan Ales
- 40th Anniversary

Both grew up in rural
Clinton County Iowa. Jan
moved to Cedar Falls to at-
tend UNI and frequently
traveled back to see her fa-
vorite band, Liquid Sun-
shine. Through friends, Jan
was introduced to Steve,
the band's bass guitarist.
The two quickly fell in love
and Jan joined the band as
its keyboardist; a favorite
song was "These Eyes" by
the Guess Who. The couple
were married on August 26,
1972 at the Sacred Heart
Church in Lost Nation, Io-
wa. They moved to Iowa Ci-
ty, where Steve attended
the University of Iowa, and
then to Dubuque, where
their sons were born. Jan
and Steve have lived in Lex-
ington for the last 23 years.
The couple has two sons,
Joe and Chris, daughter-in-
law Ashley, and one grand-
son, Cooper.
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