
MILWAUKEE (AP) — A
Good Friday home opener
posed a spiritual dilemma for
some Catholic baseball fans
in Milwaukee, who had to de-
cide whether to abstain from
eating meat as their religion
dictates or to indulge in one
of Brewers’ fans most cher-
ished traditions.
Brats and burgers fresh off

the grill are tailgate staples
at plenty of stadiums. But
people take their meat espe-
cially seriously at Milwau-
kee’s Miller Park. Here, the
Racing Sausages — people
who race in the middle of the
sixth inning while dressed as
bratwurst, chorizo, hot dog,
Italian sausage and Polish
sausage — are one of the
most popular attractions.
“It’s Miller Park, opening

day — I think Jesus would
turn the other cheek on this
one,” joked Joey Curtin, a
Catholic and a student at the
University of Wisconsin-La
Crosse, who grilled up a
heaping stack of brats and
hot dogs with friends.
When St. Patrick’s Day fell

on a Friday during Lent in
2006, dozens of bishops na-
tionwide granted a special
one-day dispensation that al-
lowed Catholics to enjoy
their corned beef with a
clear conscience.
Not this time around. Mil-

waukee Archbishop Jerome
Listecki instead released a
statement reminding
Catholics of the solemnity of
Good Friday.
“As much as we love the

Brewers, unlike Jesus, they
didn’t die for your sins,” he
said. “With regard to beer
and brats on Good Friday,
let’s just say that’s why God
created the three-game se-

ries.”
Some Catholics said they

didn’t need any reminder.
Connie Nyman, a 64-year-old
Catholic school teacher from

Waukesha, ate tuna fish and
shrimp at her tailgate party.
“Good Friday is a sacred

day. If ever someone should
sacrifice in remembrance of

what the Lord gave us, it’s
that day,” she said.
Catholicism teaches that

Ash Wednesday, Good Friday
and the other Fridays of Lent
in the weeks before Easter
are days when the faithful
must not eat meat or meat
products, and Good Friday is
one of the holiest days of
Christian calendar.
“It was an easy decision

for me,” said Ed Smith, 45, of
Delafield. “I see it (abstain-
ing from meat) as a small
sacrifice for the gifts we’ve
been given.”
Others were a bit more

conflicted — if not deterred.
Dave Coenen, a state biol-

ogist from Wausau, was with
a group that served
bratwurst and elk sausage, as
well as shrimp for those who
wanted to abstain. Coenen
knew he’d go for the brats, so
he said the rosary on his
drive to Milwaukee and
brought an Easter lily for the
tailgating table for good
measure.
“You know, if God’s going

to keep me out of heaven for
eating bratwurst on opening
day, so be it,” he said.
He added, however, that he

planned to go to Mass on Sat-
urday or Sunday to seek for-
giveness.

Broadway Missionary Baptist
to celebrate pastor’s anniversary

Broadway Missionary Baptist Church, 121 W. Broadway
St., will celebrate the 11th anniversary of Rev. Samuel
Peoples Sunday at 11:15 a.m. Rev. Stewart Peoples, pastor
of New Vine Baptist Church, will be the morning preacher
and Rev. John Taylor, of West Bend Baptist Church, will
preach for the service at 3 p.m. Dinner will be served after
the morning service.

Central Baptist hosts marriage class

Central Baptist Church will host the Art of Marriage
Friday, April 27 at 7 p.m., Saturday, April 28 at 9 a.m. and
Sunday April 29 at 9:30 a.m.
Childcare is available. The class is $35 per couple.
Call 744-4328 to register.

Broadway Missionary Baptist
to have Children and Youth Day

Broadway Missionary Baptist Church, 121 W. Broadway
St., will have a morning worship service Sunday, April 29
at 11:15 a.m. It will also be Children and Youth Day.
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JACKSON, Miss. (AP) —
Jewish professor Ernst
Borinski fled Nazi Germany
in 1938, when discrimina-
tory laws foreshadowed
darker times to come.
Borinski came to the Amer-
ican South of the Jim Crow
era to work at historically
black Tougaloo College in
1947, at a time when few
universities would offer
Jewish refugees employ-
ment. Soon, the school be-
came his home and civil
rights his cause.
On Thursday, Tougaloo

College will hold a
Passover Seder inspired by
Borinski’s efforts to build
bridges between Missis-
sippi’s African-American
and Jewish communities.
Borinski is prominently
featured in the exhibit,
“From Swastika to Jim
Crow,” currently on display
at the college. The film is
based on a PBS documen-
tary of the same title that
profiled Jewish refugees
who taught at black col-
leges during the Holocaust.
The seder traditionally

celebrates the Jewish exo-
dus from slavery in Egypt.
Tougaloo’s “freedom seder”
will emphasize common
themes in the histories of
both communities and fea-
ture southern African-
American cuisine prepared
according to kosher rules.
The first freedom seder

was held in the basement
of a black church in 1969
on the anniversary of the
assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.
“Our focus was intertwin-

ing the stories of liberation
from pharaoh and libera-
tion from racism in Amer-
ica,” said Rabbi Arthur
Waskow, who wrote the
Haggadah for the first free-
dom seder and directs the
Shalom Center in Philadel-
phia, Pa.
Today, freedom seders

emphasize the liberation of
all people around the
world.
Culinary historian Jes-

sica B. Harris, who helped
to choose the menu for
Tougaloo’s seder, will lec-
ture on African-American
cuisine and the importance
of respecting food.
“There’s a history on the

plate, whether it’s a seder
plate or an African-Ameri-
can plate from a down-
home church supper,”
Harris said.
The meal will include

sweet potatoes with honey
butter, grilled chicken with
watermelon salsa, and wine
soaked pineapple with
macaroon crumble.
The seder was organized

by the college, Jackson’s
Beth Israel synagogue and
the Goldring/Woldenberg
Institute of Southern Jew-
ish Life. Those gathered
will follow a Haggadah, a
text that guides the
Passover rituals, prepared
by Rabbi Valerie Cohen of
Beth Israel. Cohen said she
hopes this is the first of
many collaborations be-
tween Tougaloo and syna-
gogue, which are just a few
miles apart in north Jack-
son.
Steven Fischler, one of

the filmmakers who cre-
ated “From Swastika to Jim
Crow,” said the inspiration
for the film came from a
letter to The New York
Times by a Jewish profes-
sor about black anti-Semi-
tism.
“He said that people for-

get there was a time when
black colleges lent a help-
ing hand to Jewish schol-
ars,” said Fischler, whose
company is Pacific Street
Films. “We got intrigued
and felt this was a story al-
most no one knew about.”
Fischler said that promi-

nent Jewish thinkers such
as Albert Einstein had an
easy time getting jobs at
U.S. universities, but young
professors like Borinski
were not as welcome. Be-
tween 60 and 100 Jewish
refugees taught at black
colleges during that time,
he said.

Miss. seder
combines
Jewish, black
traditionsGEORGETOWN, Texas

(AP) — Tim Tebow drew a
crowd of about 15,000 to an
outdoor Easter church serv-
ice Sunday, telling the gath-
ering it’s important to be
outspoken about faith while
admonishing athletes about
not being better role models.
“In Christianity, it’s the

Pope and Tebow right now,”
Celebration Church pastor
Joe Champion he said. “We
didn’t have enough room to
handle the Pope.”
Tebow — devout Chris-

tian, backup NFL quarter-
back and cultural
phenomenon — has a flock
of admirers drawn as much
to his religious leanings as
his Heisman Trophy skills.
Tebow told them he wel-

comed the attention on his
convictions as well as the
“Tebowing” prayer pose he
often strikes on the field be-
cause it puts his faith and
prayer in the public conver-
sation.
“It’s being talked about,”

he said. “That’s exciting.”
Some at the “Easter on

the Hill” morning service
under sunny skies about 20
miles north of Austin drove
more than 100 miles to hear
Tebow speak. The service
took on the feel of a rock
concert with more than a
100 school buses shuttling
people to the sprawling
mega-church campus from
local shopping centers and
the nearby college.
The service was peppered

with lively Christian rock
songs and Tebow took the
large stage to cheers from

those who could see him
while others toward the
back watched on massive
video screens. He sat for a
20-minute interview with
Champion to talk about his
faith and its role in his pub-
lic life.
“It’s OK to be outspoken

about your faith,” Tebow
said.
He also took a shot at pro-

fessional athletes who insist
they are not role models.
“Yes you are. You’re just

not a good one,” Tebow said.
Champion asked Tebow

what he thought needed to
change culturally in Amer-
ica.
“First and foremost is

what this country was based
on: one nation under God.
The more that we can get
back to that,” Tebow said to
applause.
Although church officials

had said they typically get
their biggest crowds on
Easter, Tebow was clearly
the big draw Sunday. Several
hundred started heading to-
ward the exits after Tebow
spoke, not waiting for Cham-
pion’s main Sunday sermon
so they could avoid the 80-
degree heat and beat the
traffic.
Some couldn’t wait for the

official 8 a.m. opening to the
church grounds and showed
up hours early.

Debbie Sandoval and her
husband and two sons ar-
rived before sunrise. They
wore Tebow’s Jets jerseys
and set up camp close the
large soundstage with a row
of chairs.
“I love that boy. ... He’s

like my third son,” said San-
doval, who is not a regular
member of the church but
wasn’t going to miss a
chance to hear Tebow speak.
A self-described “lifelong
Broncos fan,” Sandoval said
she became a Jets fan be-
cause of Tebow. The quarter-
back led the Broncos to the
playoffs last season and was
acquired by the Jets in a
trade March 21.

Tebow draws big crowd
to Texas Easter service

AP photo
Max Sandoval, Jaime Sandoval, Debbie Sandoval and Boomer Sandoval, from left, wait for New
York Jets quarterback Tim Tebow to speak at Celebration Church's Easter service in George-
town, Texas, Sunday.

To brat or not to brat?
Tailgating quandary as Brewers open on Good Friday

AP photo
Milwaukee Brewers fans tailgate in Miller Park before the sea-
son opener baseball game against the St. Louis Cardinals April
6 in Milwaukee. A Good Friday home opener posed a spiritual
dilemma for some Catholic baseball fans in Milwaukee, who
had to decide whether to abstain from eating meat as their re-
ligion dictates or to indulge in one of Brewers' fans most cher-
ished traditions.
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