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LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Whitney Houston’s life of
glorious song and unnerv-
ing self-destruction appar-
ently ended in a bathtub at
the Beverly Hilton Hotel on
Grammy weekend, but it
could be weeks before in-
vestigators know exactly
why she died.
Coroner’s officials say

they will not release any in-
formation on an autopsy
performed Sunday at the re-
quest of police detectives in-
vestigating the singer’s
death. Houston was found
in the bathtub of her room,
but Assistant Chief Coroner
Ed Winter declined to say
anything more about the
room’s condition or any evi-
dence investigators recov-
ered.
There were no indica-

tions of foul play and no ob-
vious signs of trauma on
Houston’s body, but officials
were not ruling out any
causes of death until they
have toxicology results,
which will likely take weeks
to obtain. Beverly Hills Po-
lice Lt. Mark Rosen said that
his agency may release more
details today about Hous-
ton’s death, but it will de-
pend on whether detectives
feel comfortable releasing
any information.

Security holds on autopsy
results are used in some
high-profile Los Angeles
cases, with Michael Jack-
son’s results being withheld
for weeks while detectives
pieced together the circum-
stances of his death in June
2009. Toxicology results are
frequently necessary before
the coroner will release an
official cause of death.
A member of Houston’s

entourage found the 48-
year-old singer unrespon-
sive in her hotel room at the
Beverly Hilton Hotel on Sat-
urday, just hours before she
was supposed to appear at a
pre-Grammy gala.
The Grammys them-

selves were in part a memo-
rial to Houston, a six-time
winner. LL Cool J introduced
a clip near the start of the
show of a glowing Houston
singing her signature ballad,
a cover of Dolly Parton’s “I
Will Always Love You.”
Bonnie Raitt and Stevie

Wonder were among other
performers who praised
Houston and Jennifer Hud-
son capped the tributes with
an emotional version of “I
Will Always Love You” that
ended with a personal note:
“Whitney, we love you.”
Houston’s most famous
song was the most down-
loaded single for much of
Sunday on iTunes.
Meanwhile, Houston’s

daughter was transported by
ambulance to a Los Angeles
hospital Sunday morning
and later released. A source
close to the family who did
not want to speak given the
sensitivity of the matter said
she was treated and released
for stress and anxiety. Bobbi
Kristina Brown, 18, who is
Houston’s daughter from
her marriage to singer
Bobby Brown, had accom-
panied her mother to sev-
eral pre-Grammy Awards
events last week.
“At this time, we ask for

privacy, especially for my
daughter, Bobbi Kristina,”
Bobby Brown wrote in a
statement released about an
hour after she was trans-
ported from the hotel. “I ap-
preciate all of the
condolences that have been
directed towards my family
and I at this most difficult
time.”
A sensation from her very

first album, Houston was
one of the world’s best-sell-
ing artists from the mid-
1980s to the late 1990s. She
awed millions with soaring,

but disciplined vocals
rooted in gospel and pol-
ished for the masses, a
bridge between the earthy
passion of her godmother,
Aretha Franklin, and the
bouncy pop of her cousin,
Dionne Warwick.
Her success carried her

beyond music to movies,
where she became a rare
black actress with box office
appeal, starring in such hits
as “The Bodyguard” and
“Waiting to Exhale.”
Bishop T.D. Jakes, a Texas

minister and producer on

Houston’s final film project,
a re-make of the 1970s re-
lease “Sparkle,” said he saw
no signs she was having any
substance issues. He said
Houston was a complete
professional and moved the
cast and crew to tears two
months ago when she sang
the gospel hymn “Her Eyes
on the Sparrow” for a scene
shot in Detroit.
“There was no evidence in

working with her on
‘Sparkle’ that there was any
struggle in her life,” Jakes
said Sunday. 
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The splintered music
world truly coalesces only
one night of 365 for the
Grammy Awards, and this
year was united in the tri-
umph of recovered British
soul singer Adele’s trophy
haul and the tragedy of
Whitney Houston’s death.
Adele swept the major

honors of song, record and
album of the year Sunday for
her lost-love epic “21” and
its driving single “Rolling in
the Deep.” She picked up her
final two awards after mak-
ing her first public perform-
ance in months after being
sidelined for throat surgery.
Her total of six Grammys
matched Beyonce for most
ever by a female act.
After seeming almost

sheepish in picking up some
of the trophies (“This is
ridiculous,” she said after
winning record of the year),
Adele’s tears flowed upon
winning best album.
“This record is inspired by

something that is really nor-
mal and everyone’s been
through it — just a rubbish
relationship,” she said. “It’s
gone on to do things that I
can’t tell you how I feel
about them. It’s been the
most life-changing year.”
The Foo Fighters won five

Grammys for music that
singer Dave Grohl said was
made in his garage, and cer-
emony no-show Kanye West
won four. Indie rockers Bon
Iver won best new artist.
Show host LL Cool J’s neat

pivot allowed the assembled
industry leaders to mourn
Houston while enjoying the
night’s music. He offered a
prayer at the outset for
Houston, who died Saturday
in a Beverly Hills hotel. Later
Jennifer Hudson, under a
portrait of the late vocalist,
sang a portion of “I Will Al-
ways Love You.” Bruno Mars,
Alicia Keys, Rihanna and
Stevie Wonder all saluted
Houston.
“This night is about

something truly universal
and healing,” LL Cool J said.
“This night is about music.”
Artists have fewer oppor-

tunities these days to reach
large, diverse audiences and
it has made the Grammys an
increasingly important
venue. 
Producers take advantage

of the star power to pack the

night with performances,
deemphasizing the actual
awards. Sunday’s was a
sprawling variety show, oc-
casionally historic.
Bruce Springsteen sang a

new populist anthem, “We
Take Care of Our Own.” Ri-
hanna dueted with Chris
Martin of Coldplay. Katy
Perry debuted a shiny blue
haircut. 
Keys and Bonnie Raitt

honored Etta James. The Foo
Fighters sang “Walk” and
later participated in a tribute
to new dance artists. Chris
Brown hoofed it up a series
of steps, although his voice
was barely recognizable.
Glen Campbell, soon to re-
tire due to Alzheimer’s, ap-
peared in a tribute.
Maroon 5 and Foster the

People played Beach Boy
songs, then joined the Boys
as they reunited for their
50th anniversary. Many be-
lieved Brian Wilson and
Mike Love, who looked
slightly stiff going through
“Good Vibrations,” would

never appear on stage to-
gether again.
Paul McCartney sang a

jazzy new song from his
album of standards, then
was joined by Springsteen,
Grohl, Tom Petty and Joe
Walsh on the Beatles’ “Abbey
Road” closing medley.
Then there was the truly

unexplainable: Nicki Minaj’s
exorcism outing, ending
with her levitating above the
stage.
Adele was the uniting

force. Her album was a criti-
cal hit and commercial pow-
erhouse, and it would have
been an upset if she hadn’t
joined Eric Clapton, the
Dixie Chicks, Carole King,
Paul Simon and Christoper
Cross among artists to
sweep the three biggest
awards in one night.
“It’s nice to see as music

keeps evolving that some-
thing as authentic as she’s
putting out can still be not
just relevant but dominat-
ing,” said Charles Kelley of
Lady Antebellum, last year’s

record of the year winners.
Adele said backstage that

her victories hadn’t sunk in
yet. She said she enjoyed the
two months where a throat
ailment forced her to keep
quiet.
“I’m actually quite

mouthy,” she said.
As for the subject of “21,”

she said, “I think he’ll be
very happy for me.”
Dan Wilson, who co-

wrote Adele’s “Someone
Like You” and two other
tracks on the disc, said he’s
excited about how well
Adele has done because her
songs are performed simply.
It’s all about the message
and the emotion, he said.
“She stands up onstage

and delivers them with tons
of soul and heart,” he said.
“It almost seems like a trick
she’s doing that. She doesn’t
have any, like, elephants
walking with her or, you
know, fire and stuff like it. It
seems like she has the most
amazing trick, which is she’s
doing it with almost nothing,

and is still blowing us away.”
Paul Epworth, who

worked with Adele on the
album, won a Grammy for
producer of the year.
While Adele’s vocals are

powerful, the singing of best
new artist winner Justin Ver-
non of Bon Iver is often deli-
cate, the music atmospheric.
He won a competitive and
diverse category with Minaj,
The Band Perry, J. Cole and
Skrillex. Appearing onstage
in an ill-fitting suit jacket,
Vernon talked about writing
for the inherent reward of
writing songs, not for tro-
phies.
It doesn’t mean he wasn’t

honored and grateful for the
award, he said backstage
later.
“At some point I got really

nervous,” he said. “Maybe it
was because I didn’t feel like
I deserved to be here ... This
is the biggest night in music
but it’s also a very small Sta-
ples Center, and there’s so
much music out there in the
world and it’s so hard to feel

like it’s collecting the whole
thing.”
He gave an onstage shout-

out to Eau Claire, Wis., prob-
ably a Grammy first.
Grohl shouted “long live

rock ‘n’ roll” as producers
played LMFAO’s “Party
Rock” over the loudspeakers
to get him offstage after the
Foo Fighters won for best
rock performance. He made
a plea for musicians to rec-
ognize that the human ele-
ment is what makes their art
most important.
“It’s not about being per-

fect. It’s not about sounding
absolutely correct. It’s not
about what goes on in a
computer. It’s about what
goes on in here and what
goes on in here,” he said,
pointing to his head and his
heart.

___
Online: http://www.grammys.com
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Associated Press writers Nekesa

Mumbi Moody, Beth Harris, Sandy
Cohen and Mesfin Fekadu con-
tributed to this report.
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Adele accepts the award for best pop solo performance for “Someone Like You” during the 54th annual Grammy Awards on Sunday in Los Angeles. 

Triumph, tragedy dominate Grammy Awards

Police seek answers
to Houston’s death
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FILE — In a March 28, 1998, file photo,Whitney Houston and her husband Bobby Brown arrive for the Versace Fall 1998 fashion show in New
York. Whitney Houston’s life ended Saturday at the Beverly Hilton Hotel on Grammy weekend. 


