
Willie Martinez has been a
successful jockey on the Ken-
tucky circuit for years, winning a
record nine riding titles at Turf-
way Park.

And Martinez has been in the
Kentucky Derby four times, lead-

ing the race a mile
into the 2010 edi-
tion aboard fifth-
place finisher No-
ble’s Promise.

But this time
around, Martinez
might see the
front a little long-
er.

The 41-year-
old native of San Juan, Puerto Ri-
co, will ride likely front-runner
Trinniberg in the 138th Derby,
hoping he has a horse that can get
him into the winner’s circle.

“At this point in my career and
my life, it would mean the world,”
Martinez said. “All the hard work
and all the hard riding for years,
it comes down to one race. This is
the race you always dream of, we
all dream of.”

Martinez rode Mahogany Hall
to a ninth-place finish in1994, was
12th aboard Shammy Davis in ’97
and 15th aboard Valhol in ’99.

Trinniberg won the Swale and
Bay Shores Stakes and is 50-1 in
the morning line, but Martinez
said he doesn’t worry about the
long odds.

“Trinniberg in this case, right
now I am just trying to have fun
and we are all just trying to chase
our dreams like everybody else,”
he said.

No. 21 ships out

Trainer Kelly Breen waited
until literally the last minute,
hoping there would be a Derby
scratch and his colt My Adonis
would draw in off the also-eligi-
ble list. But right at 9 a.m. Friday
— when wagering opened for the

Derby and the latest a horse
could be added to the field —
Breen started loading My Adonis
onto a waiting van for the 11-hour
drive to Pimlico in Baltimore.

My Adonis will race in today’s
$50,000 Canonero II Stakes, for-
merly known as the Federico Te-
sio, as a prep for the Preakness in

two weeks.
This was the first year since

1984 that the Derby has had an
also-eligible list.

Smith takes a shot
Hamilton Smith, the trainer

for Illinois Derby winner Done
Talking, began training horses in

1976 and said he would never
come to the Derby unless he felt
he had a chance.

“You always want to run in the
Derby,” he said. “I’ve had some
good horses, but never one that
was good enough to get me here.”

Smith is based in Maryland
and also has been a perennial top
trainer at Colonial Downs in Vir-
ginia. He’s won at least $1.1 mil-
lion in earnings 14 years in a row.

Just pick a number
Having trouble finding a win-

ner? Just pick a number or a color
and then watch the race.

The post positions with the
most winners are Nos. 1 and 5
with 12 apiece. No. 4 has won 11
times, with No. 8 and No. 10 win-
ning 10 apiece.

The last horse to win from 1
was Ferdinand in 1986. Two post
positions —17 and19 — have nev-
er had a Derby winner.

As far as color, there have
been 51 winning bay horses and
44 chestnuts. There have been 10
dark bay/brown winners, with
four black, three dark bay and
eight gray/roan.

Tickets a hot item
The Derby is always a tough

ticket. But according to Seat-
Geek.com, a website that pro-
vides search and price forecast-
ing for consumers purchasing
sports, concert and theater
tickets on the secondary market,
the tickets are “extremely hot
this year.”

On Thursday tickets were al-
ready going for an average of
$446 on secondary markets. The
website points out that means the
tickets are only about $35 less
than the average price for an all-
session ticket to the Kentucky vs.
Louisville Final Four game.

Jennie Rees contributed to this
report.

Martinez’s view from the front?
Jockey aboard likely
early pacesetter, but
odds are still long
By Jody Demling
jdemling@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Willie Martinez rides Trinniberg to victory in the Grade III Bay Shore at Aqueduct on April 7. Trinniberg is the
likely early front-runner in the Kentucky Derby today. NEW YORK RACING ASSOCIATION VIA AP
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Always Wager Responsibly - National Problem Gamblers Helpline: 1-800-522-4700. Must be 21 years old and live in a location where TVG offers wagering services. Void where prohibited.
Other restrictions apply. An aggregate wager of $250 must be made in each of the three successive 30-day periods from the account activation date to qualify for that period's $50 bonus.

Credits will be deposited into account within five (5) business days of wagering $250 for each 30-day period. Offer for new customers only, one per household. Offer expires 06/10/12.
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Join now at TVG.com

Join now and get ready for the Kentucky Derby. Simply sign up for a TVG

account, wager at least $250 in each of the following three months, and

you’ll automatically receive a $50 bonus each month. Up to $150!
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