
Nearly all of the more than 30 conces-
sion vendors did some bang-up business
for the nine days that the Chow Wagon op-
erated this year at the Kroger Fest-a-Ville
on the Waterfront, a mainstay of the Ken-
tucky Derby Festival.

The vendors “had some really success-
ful nights,” festival spokeswoman Aimee
Boyd said.

And Charles Cox, owner of Conces-
sions by Cox based in Columbus, Ohio,
which has a new five-year contract with
the festival to provide the Chow Wagon
vendors, said “all the vendors did super
well. Last year was a disaster” because of
the bad weather, “and no one made any
money. This year we made up for it.”

Fest-a-Ville, which features major en-
tertainment, children’s rides and other
fun activities, and the companion Chow
Wagon opened April 26 and closed Friday
night. Cox said his company provided
about half the vendors and that it has been
working at the Chow Wagon to varying de-
grees for perhaps15 years. This year ven-
dors sold everything from deep-fried
candy bars and bourbon-soaked ribs to
Greek, Italian, German and French cui-
sine, as well as the full range of corn dogs
and other carnival fare.

Officials closed the Chow Wagon early
Monday night because of stormy weather.
But with the Pegasus Parade, Fest-a-Ville
entertainment, warm weather and fam-
ilies galore downtown on Thursday, it was
one of the best days ever for the Chow

Wagon, Cox said. “It was phenomenal. Ev-
erything came together.”

Cox has worked the Super Bowl, the
Kentucky Derby and other major events
across the country. But he said the Chow
Wagon and Derby Festival are near the
top of the list in terms of enjoyment. “The
(festival) management and the people of
Louisville are absolutely super,” he said.
“Everybody is always in a good mood.”

Besides numerous concerts, several
established Derby Festival events were
held at Waterfront Park during the Fest-a-
Ville run.

Reporter Sheldon S. Shafer can be reached at
(502) 582-7089.
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With Kentucky Derby festivities coming to
an end, construction season is about to resume
on the Louisville region’s interstates. And it
promises to be messy, with lane closings and the
shutdown of part of an interstate.

Next week two projects on Interstate 65 will
resume in earnest as repairs to the Kennedy
Bridge will shift to the southbound lanes and
pavement replacement will resume from just
north of the Watterson Expressway to the Chest-
nut Street overpass.

On I-71, major work will begin Wednesday on
northbound lanes between Spaghetti Junction
and the Watterson Expressway.

The project will require a total closing of I-71
between I-64 and the Watterson next weekend,
from 8 p.m. Friday to 6 a.m. May 14. Motorists
who normally use I-71 will have to follow the
signed detour via I-64 and the Watterson.

Paving of the final asphalt surface on south-
bound I-71 is scheduled for that weekend, while
contract crews will be making bridge deck re-
pairs on the northbound lanes.

Starting before that, from 8 p.m. Wednesday
through the morning of May 26, northbound I-71
will be reduced to one lane between I-64 and the
Watterson as concrete repairs are made on nine
bridges. Crews will work first in the right lane
before moving to the left lane.

In connection with the I-71improvement pro-
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FRANKFORT, Ky. —State employees are about
to feel the crunch of a budgetary maneuver that
will delay paychecks for three days to keep the
state’s spending plan in balance.

Lawmakers, facing financial troubles in
2010, passed a biennial budget that defers this
year’s final check until the first day of the new
fiscal year.

That helped balance the budget by transfer-
ring $72 million in personnel costs from one
year to the next.

But because of a weekend, 33,000 state work-
ers must wait until July 2 to receive pay that nor-
mally would have gone out June 29.

“They live from paycheck to paycheck, so it
will be a hardship for them,” said David War-
rick, executive director of the American Feder-
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If the U.S. Supreme Court up-
holds the federal health care
overhaul, Gov. Steve Beshear
said he plans to issue an execu-
tive order establishing a Ken-
tucky health benefit exchange
— a program allowing individ-
uals and small businesses to
shop for health plans online and
compare coverage, provider
networks and costs.

Exchanges are required by
the health care law, and if states
don’t demonstrate by the end of
the year their readiness to run
them, that responsibility falls to
the federal government.

“While no one can predict
what the Supreme Court will ul-
timately decide, it is imperative
that the state prepare for any de-
cision,” Beshear said in a state-
ment this week. “The steps we
have taken to date, and the plan-
ning process we are putting in
place, helps ensure the state is

able and ready to follow the law,
if upheld, and also guarantees
we don’t have the federal gov-
ernment running our insurance
market.”

State officials said a Supreme
Court decision on the health care
law is expected in late June.
They said the governor’s move is
supported by several groups
representing health care agen-
cies, advocates and employers,
including the Kentucky Hospital

Ky. to set up health benefit
exchange if law is upheld
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The state
must prepare
for the court
decision on
the law, Gov.
Steve
Beshear said.

The Obama administration’s request
for two new rounds of military base-
closings appears to be finding few
supporters on Capitol Hill.
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MORE ONLINE
Read the rest from reporter James Carroll at
www.courier-journal.com/polblog.

The Chow Wagon wrapped up its run at Waterfront Park on Friday. PHOTOS BY TYLER BISSMEYER/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

TOP YEAR
Vendors at Chow Wagon did booming business
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From left, Patsy Davis,
Ben Barmore and
Carly Barmore have a
laugh Friday at the
Chow Wagon.

ON THE WEB
See a photo gallery from
the Chow Wagon, along
with stories, videos and
photos of Derby activ-
ities, at www.courier-
journal.com/derbyfun
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