
DANVILLE — The sun 
was setting as the lights 
came up on opening night 
for the 2012 season at Pio-
neer Playhouse.

Patrons in line at the 
box office talked about 
how many of the summer 

stock theater’s 62 previous 
seasons they had attended. 
They exchanged smiles and 
handshakes with theater 
staff, including members of 
the Henson family, whose 
 patriarch, the late Eben 
 Henson, known affection-
ately as The Colonel, built 
and then ran the theater for 
five decades.

They danced to a band 
and got ready to laugh at 
the goofy season opener, 

Dracula Bites. Even Ernie 
Brown Jr., The Turtleman of 
Animal Planet’s Call of the 
Wildman fame, posed for 
pictures with fans.

At one point, he was 
mere feet from a memorial 
display  for  the person   miss-
ing this  opening night:  Holly 
Henson, the artistic director 
of Pioneer Playhouse, who 
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Gone shoppin’
Harriett Hendren has the 

day off. Her FashFood 
Trend Report column will 

return next week.

UK professor 
charts history of 
Tea Party — E3

OH, THE PLACES 
YOU CAN GO YET 
STAY RIGHT HERE

A few weeks ago, Kentucky’s 
Secretary of Tourism, Arts and 
Heritage Cabinet, Marcheta 
Sparrow, wrote an editorial in 
the Herald-Leader suggesting 
that commonwealth residents 
look to their own back yard for 
summer travel destinations.

We are fortunate in that  within 
 our  relatively small state are 
some of the nation’s most scenic 
wonders as well as some terrific 
man-made ones. It’s subjective, I 
know, and I’m leaving out some 
incredible places, but here are my 
top Kentucky treasures. All are 
well worth a visit — or a revisit.

Mammoth Cave National Park
The crystal columns 

 suspended from the cave  ceiling 
appear sprinkled with fairy 
dust. In the dim light, the eerie 
formations sprouting from the 
walls and rising from the floor 
cast murky shadows. It’s easy to 
imagine you’re in the  company 
of ghosts when standing  several 
hundred feet beneath the 

By Patti Nickell
Contributing Travel Writer
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The Rotunda is one of the largest rooms at Mammoth Cave National Park near Cave City. It is part of the 30-minute, self-guided Discovery Tour. It does not take reservations.
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The National Corvette Museum in Bowling Green houses more 
than 80 Corvette models and one-of-a-kind concept cars.
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An elk cooled off in a pond at 
the Elk and Bison Prairie at 
the Land Between the Lakes 
National Recreation Area.
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The waterfall at Eagle’s Nest 
in the Clifty Wilderness is 
among the natural wonders 
at Red River Gorge.
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Morning fog partially obscured the majestic view from the 
mountains at Cumberland Gap National Park near Middlesboro.
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The choices might be subjective, but 
there’s no denying the attractions 
that Kentucky contains  

Yahoo Falls lies along a hiking 
trail in the Kentucky portion of 
Big South Fork National River 
and  Recreation Area.
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At the Surrounded by Sharks 
 exhibit at Newport Aquarium, 
 visitors walk through tunnels 
to get an underwater view. 
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Robby Henson is considered a likely  candidate 
to take the reins of the family’s Pioneer 
 Playhouse, but he hopes it’s a collective effort.
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A tribute to Pioneer Playhouse director Holly 
Henson, who died last month, was on display 
at the theater’s season-opening night June 8. 

Show goes on, as it must, at Pioneer Playhouse
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