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Local 5-Day Forecast
Mon

4/9

68/39
Abundant sunshine.
Highs in the upper
60s and lows in the
upper 30s.

Sunrise Sunset
7:12 AM 8:09 PM

Tue

4/10

57/37
Sunshine. Highs in
the upper 50s and
lows in the upper
30s.

Sunrise Sunset
7:10 AM 8:10 PM

Wed

4/11

58/37
Times of sun and
clouds. Highs in the
upper 50s and lows
in the upper 30s.

Sunrise Sunset
7:09 AM 8:11 PM

Thu

4/12

65/45
Mostly sunny. Highs
in the mid 60s and
lows in the mid 40s.

Sunrise Sunset
7:08 AM 8:12 PM

Fri

4/13

66/51
Few showers. Highs
in the mid 60s and
lows in the low 50s.

Sunrise Sunset
7:06 AM 8:13 PM

Lexington

66/38

Louisville
71/43

Bowling Green

74/43

Paducah

74/44

Frankfort
68/39

Danville

68/39

Kentucky At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Ashland 66 37 rain Glasgow 72 42 sunny Murray 76 47 sunny
Bowling Green 74 43 sunny Hopkinsville 73 42 sunny Nashville, TN 75 43 sunny
Cincinnati, OH 67 40 windy Knoxville, TN 72 44 sunny Owensboro 73 42 sunny
Corbin 70 39 sunny Lexington 66 38 windy Paducah 74 44 sunny
Covington 65 39 windy Louisville 71 43 windy Pikeville 72 43 mst sunny
Cynthiana 68 37 windy Madisonville 74 43 sunny Prestonsburg 68 38 mst sunny
Danville 68 39 sunny Mayfield 77 46 sunny Richmond 68 40 sunny
Elizabethtown 71 40 windy Middlesboro 73 42 sunny Russell Springs 70 39 sunny
Evansville, IN 70 41 sunny Morehead 66 37 windy Somerset 69 38 sunny
Frankfort 68 39 windy Mount Vernon 68 39 windy Winchester 68 40 windy

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 77 50 sunny Houston 83 63 t-storm Phoenix 89 62 pt sunny
Boston 60 40 rain Los Angeles 74 52 sunny San Francisco 66 54 pt sunny
Chicago 58 34 windy Miami 81 66 pt sunny Seattle 64 49 cloudy
Dallas 80 63 t-storm Minneapolis 51 31 mst sunny St. Louis 70 41 sunny
Denver 71 46 mst sunny New York 64 46 windy Washington, DC 69 47 mst sunny

Moon Phases

Full
Apr 6

Last
Apr 13

New
Apr 21

First
Apr 29

UV Index

Mon

4/9
7

High

Tue

4/10
7

High

Wed

4/11
7

High

Thu

4/12
8

Very High

Fri

4/13
5

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 -
11 number scale, with a higher UV
Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.
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Today’s weather 
picture is from Kara
Benedict, a student 

at Hustonville
Elementary.

Kid’s Weather Picture

  
  

  
  

  

  
   

   
 

  

  
  

   
  

  

  
   

   
 

  

  
   

   
 

  

Today’s weather 
picture is from 
Keelan Story,

a student at Hogsett
Elementary. 

Herrington Lake Level: 724.6 feet
Call (859) 748-4685 for regularly updated lake levels
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Sit back. Relax. 
AAnd watch the summer energy bill credits rroollll iinn. 
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AP Photo/Steve Earley, Virginian-Pilot

Virginia Beach, Va. firefighters work near the crash site of the F-18 after dark on Friday.  A fighter jet that
malfunctioned just after takeoff hurtled into a Virginia Beach apartment complex on Friday in a spectacular
crash that sent flames and black smoke billowing from the rubble.

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — A
12-ton Navy jet loaded with
tons of fuel crashes in a spec-
tacular fireball into a big
apartment complex, scatter-
ing plane parts and wiping out
some 40 units. How is it that
everyone survived?
The mayor of Virginia

Beach could only call it a
“Good Friday miracle” and pi-
lots marveled at how a failed
training flight that engulfed
buildings in flames managed
to crash without killing any-
one. The student pilot, his in-
structor and five on the
ground were hurt, but all were
out of the hospital by Satur-
day.
Investigators, witnesses

and experts said multiple fac-
tors were at play:

nMost of the F/A-18D jet’s
fuel was dumped before the
crash, causing less of an ex-
plosion.

nThe Navy credited neigh-
bors and citizens with pulling
pilots away from the flames
after they safely ejected.

n The plane crashed into
the apartment complex’s
empty courtyard, and two
days before Easter in the mid-
dle of the day, most residents
weren’t home.
“At the end of the day,” said

Daniel O. Rose, a former Navy
jet pilot, “I think it was a lot of
fortuity. You look at this as a
one-off and you still got to
scratch your head.”
Virginia Beach Mayor Will

Sessoms took to Twitter on
Saturday to celebrate the fact
no lives were lost, calling it a
“Good Friday miracle.” Adm.
John C. Harvey, commander
of U.S. Fleet Forces, said he
was “quite surprised, to be
honest”, that no one had died,
calling it an “amazing miracle.”
The F/A-18D Hornet suf-

fered some sort of massive
mechanical problem while
soaring above Virginia Beach
on Friday, sending it plunging
into the Mayfair Mews apart-
ment complex and taking out
dozens of units. All residents
had been accounted for early
Saturday after careful apart-
ment checks, fire department
Capt. Tim Riley said.
Investigators will work from

the outside of the site toward
the center to gather parts from
the jet and examine them, as
well as check out the flight
data recorders, which had not
yet been recovered, Harvey
said. The investigation could
take weeks, he said.
Wearing protective white

suits and yellow boots, inves-
tigators walked through the
site Saturday, where black-
ened facades and partially de-
molished brick walls jutted out
from the debris.
The airmen were from

Naval Air Station Oceana, less
than 10 miles away. They were
able to safely escape the air-
craft, which weighs up to
50,000 pounds fully fueled and
armed, before it careened into
the apartment complex, de-
molishing sections of some
buildings and engulfing others
in flames.

Jeff Swoope, who spent the
night in a hotel with about two
dozen other homeless resi-
dents, had just pulled out of
his parking space to run er-
rands when he noticed the
low-flying jet heading right at
his building.
“I thought I’d better get out

of there quick,” he said. “It
could have hit a gas line, there
could have been a bigger ex-
plosion.”
The aviators on board the

F/A-18 Hornet had careful
training — even the student
would have had 1 1/2 years of
intensive training before tak-
ing flight with his instructor on
Friday, said J.F. Joseph, a for-
mer airline pilot, retired Ma-
rine colonel and decorated
Navy pilot who flew with the
daredevil Blue Angels.
They likely did everything

they could to mitigate damage
on the ground; one pilot ap-
parently waited until the last
second to eject because he
was found still strapped to his
seat, Joseph said. But maneu-
vering would have been ex-
tremely difficult.
The jet likely was carrying

thousands of pounds of fuel
on board, which authorities
said apparently had been
dumped before impact. Fuel
was found on cars and homes
in the area, though it wasn’t
clear if that was an intentional
move by the pilots or the result
of mechanical problems like a
ruptured fuel line. The fuel ig-
nites and burns very quickly
and could have sparked an
even more massive fireball
had it not been dumped.
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Navy jet crash a ‘Good
Friday miracle,’ but how?


