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Easter interview: The woman who was there
Call me Mary — not the

one who bore Him, but
she who was borne up

by him, little did I
know it at the time.
And you? You say
you’re some sort of
scribe. Lord knows
there is always
something to write
about in Judaea.

I do not mean to
be inhospitable,

young man. Blessed be he who
comes, as they say. Recline. Rest
yourself. Have you had something
to eat, a glass of wine for your
stomach’s sake? You must wash
your feet, change your sandals.
For I know it is a long, dusty trip
up here, and with us it is a com-
mandment to take in the stranger
and treat him as one of our own.
Some grapes, perhaps? ey’re
fresh from the vineyard. Eat, eat.

at day you ask about never
leaves me, or rather I never leave
it. Any more than someone would
draw away from the light. ere
are some days that change one

forever, beyond forever.
Seeing is believing, they say.

ey say a lot of things. My expe-
rience is quite the other way
around: Believing is seeing. You
say you want to know what really
happened. at is the way it is
with you scribes. Just as it hap-
pened, only the facts, ma’am. Ah,
the veil of facts. You don’t really
want to peer behind them, do
you? e sight would be too won-
drous to credit.

Forgive me, I do not wish to be
unkind. Only later did it make
sense even to me, a kind of sense-
beyond-sense, the way a joke
does when it finally dawns on
you, and you have to laugh out
loud. With a joy that never leaves
you. You have hit upon a story,
young man, the greatest story
ever told, little though you may
recognize it.

I didn’t. Not at first. What a
solemn little fool I was, don’t you
know? I was expecting the worst,
of course. As we all were, I sup-
pose. Oh, we of little faith! Or else
we wouldn’t have believed the

worst when actually the best was
at hand. e worst, we are always
prepared to believe. Like you in
your business. But never the best.

at’s the way it was with me
that bleak early morning. e
sadness, the awfulness of it, I un-
derstood what I would find, or
rather not find. I’d been prepared
for it by the kind of life I’d led. I
knew what men are like, what life
is like, and that neither ends well.

I was perfectly prepared for
how bad Good Friday would be.
But Easter Sunday? at was
quite beyond me. How could I
have understood? You might as
well have tried to describe sight
to the blind, music to the deaf, a
joke to the hopelessly solemn. My
reality was limited to the evi-
dence of things seen, the sub-
stance of things feared.

I could have predicted even
before I went to the tomb that I’d
be disappointed. at’s what I’d
expected and that’s what I found.
e stone was rolled away and ...
nothing. e disciples only con-
firmed it when they looked in-

side. He was gone and would
never return. It had all been for
naught, just as we feared, then ex-
pected and all too quickly ac-
cepted. We see what we train
ourselves to see.

So when I saw the gardener —
for who else could it be? — I wept
and wailed and asked for the kind
of help I knew neither he nor any-
one else could give me: that he
return my Friend, my Lord, my
Hope, to me.

Not that I really expected any-
thing of the sort. I’d seen what
had happened — from a distance.
I could not bear to stand close,
like the men. And yet I could not
tear myself away, either. I could
not leave him like that. You have
friends, don’t you, young man?
Could you leave them like that?
All I asked the gardener was to
tell me where they had taken him.

en I heard my name. How
strange, I thought. How could the
gardener have known me? at’s
when I turned. And I realized
who had spoken to me, who e
Gardener was, and the whole,

fake world was turned upside
down, the façade torn away, the
night shattered as the sun rose.
He had risen.

Funny how all you need is to
be called by your right name —
and turn. You have to turn, young
man. at’s the key. Only then
can you can really see Him, as if
for the first time. en everything
falls into place. Surely you’ve felt
that way when you’ve been in
love, wanting only to serve the
beloved, asking for nothing else,
knowing it to be the purest happi-
ness. is was like that, only for-
ever.

Another sip of wine? I’d join
you, but just to say the blessing. I
don’t need the wine. I’ve been
drunk with life, and love, ever
since that moment when it hit
me: e gardener! Well, I’ll be! Of
course. I’d had no idea.

Paul Greenberg is the Pulitzer prize-
winning editorial page editor of the
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. His email
address is pgreenberg@arkansasonline.
com.
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VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

We have a right to
question politicians

Dear Editor,
During the “Hear e Public”

portion of the Danville City Com-
mission meeting held March 26, I
asked if selection criteria had been
developed and provided to the
Mercer Group to aid in the search
for a new police chief. e mayor
said, “I think your questioning is a
little bothersome, and I question
the ethics of you coming in tonight
and asking these questions.” 

e mayor then told the interim
city manager he could answer the
question but was under no obliga-
tion to do so.

I bet King George III found the
colonists’ questions “a little both-
ersome” as they pressed for their
voice to be heard. I’m sure the
same held true for many of our
own elected officials when it came
to women’s suffrage and the strug-
gle for civil rights. 

We have a right to ask questions
free from intimidation. It is one of
the foundations of our way of gov-
ernment. Public officials have the
duty to answer those questions.

is is not the first time the
mayor has attempted to quiet the
public’s voice during a commis-
sion meeting. We do not know
what chilling effect this mayor’s
behavior has had on public partic-
ipation in local government. A Boy
Scout troop was in attendance the
night I asked my question, and I
wonder what went through their
minds as they watched this unfold.
If only one was discouraged to ask
a question in the future for fear of
being scolded by his elected offi-
cials, what a great disservice has
been done.

Paul Stansbury
Danville

Library parking 
spaces expensive

Dear Editor,
Your article on parking at the

Boyle County Public Library leads
me to conclude that the boards did
not base their decision on a well
thought-out business case. 

Using only the $665,500 acqui-
sition, each space may cost more
than $17,000. Add a conservative
estimate of $350,000 for demoli-
tion and site preparation, and the
cost may exceed $25,000 per
space. e National Parking Asso-
ciation in 2009 determined the av-
erage surface lot construction cost
per space in the U.S. is $5,000.  

e article notes that the “state
library system” suggests one park-
ing space per 500 sq. ft. So what? Is
that number appropriate for this
library? Deliberate decision mak-
ing requires more than rough fig-
ures. I suggest the true basis for

demand is customer space only.
I’m sure that’s less than the build-
ing’s overall 44,000 sq. feet.   

e library already has 17
spaces at its Broadway/Fourth
Street lot, where it is demolishing
the existing buildings. e current
main lot has 55 spaces. ese 72
spaces appear suited to 36,000 sq.
ft., which I suspect is about the
amount of space devoted to cus-
tomers now. ere are about 14
more street spaces nearby.

Using the library’s formula, ad-
equate parking now exists for
about 43,000 customer-facing sq.
ft. at 100 percent occupancy — a
high workload, and an amount of
expensive parking that appears
suited for a much larger facility. 

Did solid analysis lead to the
finding that patronage will in-
crease at a rate requiring more
parking space (and a park)? Is the
park a way to deflect potential
comment on space costs? Did the
library boards really exercise the
due diligence required of a pub-
licly-funded organization that
ironically has received thousands
in public funds for historic preser-
vation?

If the library wants to spend en-
dowment money, so be it. If public
funds are involved, the library
owes taxpayers a better analysis.
Since it’s fair to question the analy-
sis and requirements, could the li-
brary boards have found a use for
the historic home, or are we sim-
ply seeing another demonstration
of Danville’s approach to main-
taining its historic fabric when cor-
porate egos are in play?

Ed Miller
Danville

Romney is bad
for America

Dear Editor,
It would appear that Willard

Romney, otherwise known as “Mr.
One Percent,” is going to be the Re-
publican nominee for president in
November. 

One thing you can say about
Willard is that he has been on both
sides of every issue, so, regardless
of what you think about the issues,
at some point he has agreed with
you. 

Back in the early 1990s, Romney
and his wife attended Planned
Parenthood fundraisers and wrote
checks. Now he says he’s going to
end Planned Parenthood.

Of the auto bailout, he wrote an
op-ed piece in the Wall Street Jour-
nal titled “Let Detroit go Bank-
rupt.” Now that saving the auto
industry has proven to be an un-
qualified success, he says it was all
his idea.

It’s not that Romney is dumb —
he’s not. But the man is a
chameleon or a shape-shifter, and
he’s not a very good one at that. It’s
really painful and embarrassing to
see him try to pass himself off as a
“severely conservative” Tea Party
Joe six-pack type when he so obvi-
ously is not. 

He has embraced the Ryan
budget, which would decimate
programs for the poor and disad-
vantaged while delivering still
more huge tax cuts for the rich.
is at a time of the most in-
equitable distribution in incomes
since the great depression. Willard
Romney: Bad for dogs, bad for
America!

Jim Porter
Danville

School wars over religion reignited
Contrary to culture-war

mythology, God is alive
and well in many, if not

most, public schools.
Visit almost any

school in America
and you’ll find stu-
dents sharing their
faith, reading their
scriptures, saying
grace before lunch
and, in high schools,
meeting in religious

clubs.
But in a growing number of

state legislatures around the coun-
try, lawmakers want more.

Barred by the U.S. Supreme
Court from turning the clock back
to the days of state-sponsored
prayers and devotional Bible read-
ing, state legislatures are discover-
ing creative new ways to get more
religion through the schoolhouse
door.

Last week, Florida Gov. Rick
Scott signed a law encouraging
local school boards to create a
forum at school-sponsored events
for students to offer inspirational
messages. 

Although the state can’t require
students to give a prayer, critics of
the legislation say “inspirational
message” is a euphemism for
prayer and student-government
leaders charged with deciding
who speaks will inevitably favor
the majority faith.

Texas passed the first of what
opponents dub “prayer bills” in
2006. Other state legislatures, in-
cluding Oklahoma and Tennessee,
are currently debating similar leg-
islation.

Creating a “free speech” forum
at school events may indeed be
constitutional, but lower courts re-
main divided on where to draw
the line on student speech before
a captive audience.

Beyond the murky legal issues,
giving control of the microphone
to student speakers strikes many
school administrators as a risky
business. Get ready for conflicts
and lawsuits when some students
offer Christian prayers, others pray
Muslim, Wiccan or fill-in-the-
blank prayers, and still others
speak out for atheism.

Meanwhile in Arizona, lawmak-
ers in the state House voted in
February for a “Bible bill” de-

signed to encourage schools to set
up Bible courses (it’s now before
the state Senate). Although public
schools in most states can offer
Bible electives now, some legisla-
tors want to provide state support
and incentives to encourage more
such courses.

Georgia, Texas, Tennessee and
South Carolina already have
“Bible bills” — and other Bible
Belt states are likely to follow suit.

Bible literature and history can
(and should) be part of the public
school curriculum — but only if
the material is taught objectively
using scholarly materials. Most of
the Bible bills, however, give little
or no guidance on what safe-
guards schools should put in place
to ensure that Bible courses are
academic, not devotional. And lit-
tle provision is made to prepare
teachers or to provide scholarly
resources for teaching about the
Bible.

A proliferation of Bible courses
in public schools, taught by un-
qualified teachers using the Bible
as a history textbook, will be a
boon for lawyers — but a legal
quagmire for school officials.

Prayer and Bible bills are part of
a larger legislative effort by many
conservative Christian groups and
lawmakers to reverse what they
see as a secularization of Ameri-
can schools and society that is
hostile to (their) religion.

Religiously motivated oppo-
nents of evolution, for example,
are pushing hard in many states
for legislation that would require
teaching the “strengths and weak-
nesses” of evolution and other
topics they deem “controversial”
in science. 

Louisiana passed such a bill in
2008. A similar bill was enacted by
the Tennessee Legislature last
month and awaits the governor’s
signature.

Critics of these bills charge that
this nationwide effort to change
science education is another at-
tempt by the Christian Right to
undermine teaching the well-es-
tablished theory of evolution —
and a back-door way to promote
religious views as science in public
schools. Supporters counter that
opening the science curriculum to
other views promotes critical
thinking.

It’s worth recalling that over the
past two decades, groups on the
left and right managed to reach
consensus on a range of issues,
from the importance of teaching
about religion to the necessity of
protecting student religious-lib-
erty rights.

But now groups on all sides are
gearing up for new conflicts gen-
erated by state legislation that
goes beyond the consensus by en-
couraging prayers at school-spon-
sored events, promoting
problematic Bible courses, and
sparking new debates over science
education.

Welcome to the latest chapter
in the long struggle over the role of
religion in schools — an argument
that dates to the founding of pub-
lic education more than 150 years
ago.

In the spirit of the times, let’s
call it school wars 4.0.

Charles C. Haynes is director of the
Religious Freedom Education Project at
the Newseum in Washington, D.C., 20001.
Email: chaynes@freedomforum.org.
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