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U.S. closes embassy
in Syria due to 
security concerns.
Page 10A

Living
SOKY Chess League
hosts its inaugural
all-girl tournament. 
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COMING UP

Bowling Green Junior High School
embraces technology, uses it 
to teach in the classroom.
See Tuesday’s Learning.

New initiatives
SPORTS

Western Kentucky gains
confidence heading into 
Middle Tennessee this week.
Page 3B

Improving

Commissioners to address golf courses
By ANDREW ROBINSON
The Daily News
arobinson@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

For the first time in 2012, the Bowling
Green Board of Commissioners will have
an afternoon work session Tuesday,
addressing an all-too-familiar topic.

The conversation is expected to turn to
the future of the city’s golf courses,
which has been an item of discussion
since late 2011.

Mayor Bruce Wilkerson said the City
Commission expects to see a document

describing ideas the city has about
addressing the amount of subsidies the
golf courses are taking from the general
fund.

On average since 2008, the city has

subsidized 37.8 percent of the Golf
Course at Riverview’s operating costs.
That’s considerably higher than Paul
Walker Golf Course’s 16.7 percent and
CrossWinds Golf Course’s 19.4 percent.

In fiscal year 2011, the city subsidized
$168,065 of Riverview’s operating costs,
also considerably higher than its sister
course, Paul Walker. The city subsidized
$96,210 for Paul Walker in 2011.

In December, several options were put
on the table. Among them was closing
Riverview, the course at Hobson Grove
Park that costs the city thousands of dol-
lars and subsidies while seeing declining
play, as well as releasing a Request for
Proposal for private management con-
tracts for Paul Walker. But even then,

commissioners said it was unlikely they
would pursue the option of privatizing
Paul Walker.

City staff estimated in December that
closing Riverview could move an esti-
mated 10,000 rounds to Paul Walker or
CrossWinds. Riverview has seen a signif-
icant decrease in play since 2002, when
16,865 rounds were played. In 2010,
10,978 rounds were played.

The conversation about the city’s golf
courses intensified when Bowling Green

School music groups receive state honor

Pete Rodman/Daily News
Members of the Bowling Green High School a capella choir rehearse
Friday at First Baptist Church in Bowling Green. The choir will per-
form Thursday at the Kentucky Music Educators Association confer-
ence in Louisivlle.

Five people indicted in
kidnapping, drug case
By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
The Daily News
dhighland@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

Two men reported being kidnapped after 3 pounds of marijuana
went missing from a storage shed and one of the men was blamed
for the theft.

A Warren County grand jury indicted five people Wednesday
who are accused of being involved in the kidnapping.

Shawn Brandon Weddle, 30, of Dunnville, and Shenard Dequan
Holton, 21, of Louisville, are charged with one count each of kid-
napping. Weddle is also charged as a first-degree persistent felony
offender.

James V. Boatright Jr., 23, address unknown, Aundre Matrell
Kelly, 23, 3060 Natural Way, Bowling Green, and Keith Pollard, 26,
address unknown, are each charged with two counts of kidnapping.
Pollard is also charged as a second-degree persistent felony offend-
er. Kelly is additionally charged with trafficking in marijuana over

By LAUREL WILSON
The Daily News
lwilson@bgdailynews.com/783-3240

When Patrick O’Rourke was
growing up in Bowling Green,
the city school district didn’t have
an orchestra program.

Now, O’Rourke is the orches-
tra director at Bowling Green
High and Junior High schools.

Those two orchestras, along
with three other school musical
groups in town, have been chosen
to perform at this year’s Ken-
tucky Music Educators Associa-
tion conference, Wednesday
through Saturday in Louisville. 

In addition to the two orches-
tras, the Bowling Green High

School a cappella choir, Bowling
Green Junior High School eighth-
grade choir and the Briarwood
Elementary School choir will per-
form. A send-off concert for
groups will be at 5:30 p.m. today
at First Baptist Church.

To apply to play at the annual
conference, a group must have
scored a distinguished rating at a
regional KMEA festival in the
spring, O’Rourke said. Then,
they submit a recording and a
selection committee chooses a
few orchestra, choral and band
groups from across the state. 

It’s an honor for the city school
district to have so many groups

NEW YORK GIANTS 21, NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 17

A SUPER CELEBRATION

isa Salmon (left) and Teresa Givens, both of Bowling Green, cheer Sunday for the New York Giants while watching Super Bowl XLVI at
Buffalo Wild Wings on Scottsville Road. “I’m a Colts fan, but Eli is like my brother,” Givens said of Giants quarterback Eli Manning, broth-
er of Indianapolis Colts quarterback Peyton Manning. The Giants defeated the New England Patriots 21-17 in Indianapolis. For more on
the game, see Pages 9A and 3B. Photo by Pete Rodman/Daily NewsL

Study says
park gives
annual
$62M lift
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

Mammoth Cave National Park pumps
$62 million a year into southcentral Ken-
tucky’s economy, according to a recent
study for the National Park Service.

“It affirms what we did think – that
Mammoth Cave has a very positive
impact, particularly in southcentral Ken-
tucky, if not statewide, as a tourist desti-
nation,” Superintendent Pat Reed said.

The study based its finding on an aver-
age of 500,000 visitors a year, how much
those visitors spend, the jobs they support
and the ripple effect of those jobs in the
economy.

Visitors in 2010 generated nearly
85,000 motel nights, estimates show,
with more than $32 million in spending.
That spending supports 525 jobs, with an
income of about $11 million, and those
employees spend an additional $19 mil-
lion in the region.

“Roughly, with our budget ($8 mil-
lion), every tax dollar spent generates
about $8 in the local economy,” Reed
said. “That is very substantial. The
national average ... return was about 4-to-
1. It shows not only is it the right thing to
do to protect our national park from an
environmental standpoint, but from a
business standpoint, it makes good busi-
ness sense.”

Reed said he expects the economic
influence will continue to grow when the
second phase of the visitors center is
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Bowling Green, Briarwood will be represented at
Kentucky Music Educators Association this week
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On average since 2008, the city has subsidized 
37.8 percent of the Golf Course at Riverview’s 

operating costs. That’s considerably higher than 
Paul Walker Golf Course’s 16.7 percent and 

CrossWinds Golf Course’s 19.4 percent.
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