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Our critics’ picks of the hottest new games for console 

systems, portable systems and home computers
A summary of hip new electronics 

products and computer gear

For ages 10 & older 

Earbud adapter

Phone shade

n ‘Professor Layton and the Miracle 
Mask’
Professor Layton, Nintendo’s puzzle-
solving, mystery-debunking sleuth, 
is at it again. Appearing for the first 
time on the Nintendo 3DS system, he 
solves his fifth mystery in “Professor 
Layton and the Miracle Mask.” It’s 
a stand-alone adventure game with 
one major mystery to solve and many 
smaller ones along the way. Players 
solve the mystery by controlling a 
handful of characters and directing 
their movements and interactions. 
Professor Layton’s apprentice Luke 
and his assistant Emmy contribute 
to the sleuthing. The distinguishing 
factor of the “Professor Layton” 
games is how you get the clues — by 
solving puzzles. This time around, the 
developers incorporated many more 
puzzles into the actual story, so you 
will have more to do. Players get to 

solve mazes, visual puzzles and logic 
challenge. The game also allows you 
to download a new puzzle every day 
for a year. This game is available in 
a boxed copy or as a download from 
the Nintendo eShop.
Rating: E10+ (Everyone 10+), mild 
violence.
Publisher: Nintendo, http://
professorlayton.nintendo.com/
miraclemask.
Platform: Nintendo 3DS.
Price: $39.99.

For ages 10 & older 
n ‘Nancy Drew: The Deadly Device’
“Nancy Drew: The Deadly Device,” 
is the 27th installment in this award-
winning series of games playable on 
computers, and this time teenage 
detective Nancy Drew uses science to 
help her to solve a mysterious death. 
Strong, resourceful, and intelligent, 
Nancy has been hired to investigate 
the baffling death of brilliant physicist 
Niko Jovic, a scientist who was 
inspired by the work of Nikola Tesla. 
A device malfunction at a private 
lab caused the scientist to be 
electrocuted. To solve this mystery, 
players will search for clues and get 
to know the five other workers at 
the lab. Voiced by talented actors, 
these workers come alive on the 
computer screen. While the mystery 
is exciting, what makes it even better 
is the intellectually challenging 
puzzles baked into the story. Since 

this mystery is set in a physics lab, 
it is a world filled with Tesla coils, 
Faraday cages, transistors, resistors 
and circuit boards. Players will also 
pick up information about Nikola Tesla 
and his work, as well as learn about 
physics, electricity and chemistry. 
The developer does a great job 
of combining real science with a 
compelling mystery. 
Rating: E10+ (Everyone 10+), mild 
violence.
Publisher: Her Interactive, www.
herinteractive.com.
Platforms: PC, Mac.
Price: $19.99.

n Create a wireless connection 
between your earbuds and 
smartphone with Adapt, a clip-on 
Bluetooth adapter that clips onto 
your collar. Equipped with a built-in 
microphone, the adapter lets you take 
calls without having to dig for your 
phone in a pocket or purse. Press the 
adapter’s easily identifiable controls 
to adjust the volume, jump to another 
song or accept an incoming call. The 
rechargeable adapter from Outdoor 

Technology can also be connected to 
other devices with a 3.5 mm jack. 
Available: www.outdoortechnology.
com.
Price: $39.95.

n The Meggaphone Shade, made 
from stretchy silicone, functions 
as a collapsible hood that shields 
your iPhone’s screen from outside 
light. Once the shade shields your 
phone, you can peer through the 
shade’s lens, which magnifies the 
phone’s screen two times. The result? 
You can actually see what you’re 
photographing. The shade can be 
worn around your neck with the 

included lanyard or stuffed into a 
roomy pocket or small bag.
Available: www.meggaphone.com.
Price: $14.95.

New home 
electronics 
make their 

debut
Great 
gizmos
USA TODAY

T
he recent International Consumer 

Electronic Show unveiled new 

gadgets galore earlier this month. 

Take a look ahead to some you may 

see on store shelves or online later this year.

n The Lenovo IdeaCentre Horizon Table PC has a 27-inch 

touchscreen that works as a tablet and can be used by 

multiple people at once. $1,699 this summer. 

n Intel and electronics company Plastic Logic are collaborating on the 

PaperTab, a tablet that’s as flexible as a piece of paper. The bendable 

touchscreen has a 10.7-inch high-resolution display. Price and availability 

to be announced. 

n Polaroid’s iM1836 is the first 

interchangeable-lens camera 

powered by the Android system. 

Its image sensor is housed in 

the lens, making it easier to 

prevent dust contamination on 

your photos. $349.99; sign up 

for notification of sale date at 

www.polaroid.com. 

n LEGO Mindstorms EV3 lets you not only build 

a robot, but program it to follow your commands. 

$339.95 for a one-robot core set; preorder for fall 

shipment at www.legoeducation.us. 

Mega charger
n Capable of charging six 
devices at once, the Easy-Doks 
CR34 Smart Charger recognizes 
each device’s requirements 
and adjusts the power flow 
accordingly. Designed as a 
docking station for smartphones, 
tablets, Bluetooth speakers, USB 
chargers and similar gadgets, 
the system can charge three 
devices in a cradle and three 
outside a cradle at the same time. 
The Easy-Doks CR34 includes 
two cable organizers and built-in 
surge protection.
Available: www.easy-doks.com.
Price: $99.99.


