
Brian Walker is the artistic direc-
tor of Finnigan Productions, a theater
company now in its eighth season.
“Finnigan’s Festival of Funky Fresh
Fun,” a showcase of local theater
artists, runs April 5-14 at the Bard’s
Town (1801Bardstown Road). It in-
cludes scripts from11local writers,
directed by11local directors and
performed by15 local actors.

Online addiction: Tumblr.
Biggest time-waster: Reality TV

(specifically anything housewives or
anything cooking related or anything
survival related or ...).

Staple refrigerator food: Slices of
Kraft American Cheese.

Person from history you’d most
like to meet: Billy the Kid, but only if
he thought I was cool and wanted me
in his gang.

Favorite Kentuckian, past or
present: U.S. Rep. John Yarmuth.

Favorite line from a play: “The
imagining of a better world, the dam-
nation of the present one, this faith,
this luminescent anger, these alone
are worthy of being called human.
These are the Beautiful that an age
produces.” (From “A Bright Room

Called Day” by Tony Kushner.)
Person you’d most like to see on

a Louisville stage: Madonna! Is she
coming or not? Has anyone heard
anything?

Unexpected source of dramatic
inspiration: Truck stops and the
monthly flea market at the Fair-
grounds.

Hobby that could be a full-time
job: Thrifting for bargains on Preston
Highway.

Go-to restaurant, or specific
meal, in Louisville: Pad Thai with
tofu at Simply Thai.

Last good movie you’ve seen: I
saw “Rise of the Planet of the
Apes” recently on DVD and I
thought that was great. It
was no Charlton Hes-
ton, but it was bush-
els above Tim
Burton’s version.

Favorite
fashion state-
ment: I have
always been
fond of wear-
ing sunglasses
indoors.

Brian Walker, artistic director
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Wendy Jacob already is gearing up for all of
the hoopla surrounding the first Saturday in
May.

The vice president and regional employment
manager for BB&T is the 2012 chair of the Ken-
tucky Derby Festival. In addition to this new
role, she also serves on several community
boards, including the Kentucky Derby Festival
Executive Board, the Kentucky Derby Festival
Foundation, St. Anthony Community Outreach
Center, Fillies Inc. and the Louisville Society of
Human Resource Management.

Today the Louisvillian, who is married to her
high school sweetheart, Anthony, and has two
sons, Jalen, 14, and Kenyan, 11, shares a few of
her favorite life lessons.

» Be kind to people. You never know what
they are going through. Your kind word may be
all they need to go a little bit further. I meet no
strangers. I am a born conversationalist. In
school I got good grades, but the teachers’ com-
ments would always say “good student, talk a
little less.” Little did they know I was preparing
for a role in HR. See, Mom, it all worked out.

» It’s OK to make mistakes. Let it be a lesson,
but don’t dwell on it. Move on and let go of any
outcome you have no control to change.

» It doesn’t take anything from me to compli-
ment someone else. The saying that “A Candle
Loses Nothing by Lighting Another Candle” is
so true. We all have a greater purpose, and mine
is to encourage.

» Volunteer service is the rent we pay for
living. Kentucky Derby Festival allows me to
fulfill my volunteer thirst. And this year, I bet-
ter be really thirsty!

» You should never allow anyone to deter-
mine your worth. That’s too much power. If
people can label you, they can limit you. I be-
lieve that our background and circumstances
may have influenced who we are, but we are
responsible for who we become.

» I’ve learned that my faith moves moun-
tains. It keeps me going during challenging
times. My faith truly is my ability not to panic
during rough patches along the way.

» I’ve learned that I am nothing without my
ancestors and that I am standing on the shoul-
ders of others who paved the way for me, and
for that I am truly humbled.

» I’ve learned it’s OK to cry. That’s why they
have waterproof mascara!

— As told to Christa Ritchie,
The Courier-Journal

Wendy
Jacob, Derby
Festival chair

{ life lessons } { domains }

The natural chemistry of one of
Louisville’s power couples, Max and
Denyce Maxwell, drives the popular
TV show they co-host at 3:30 p.m.
Sundays on WBKI Channel 34 called
“Urban LifeStylez,” www.urbanlif-
estylez.net.

The 30-minute family show covers
everything from fashion to health care
to sports, interior design and current
events, with occasional guest appear-
ances by their daughters, Courtnei and
Tialer. And just as the Maxwells come
into the homes of area TV viewers,

they invite our readers into the home
office where their shows are con-
ceived and reviewed.

Max: “The office decor is Harlem
style, with global and ethnic influ-
ences.”

Denyce: “There are paintings over
our desk by George Hunt and Eliza-
beth Catlett, and books there by James
Baldwin and others. The space is very
Afrocentric, has textiles, masks and
bronze figurines.”

Max: “It’s the place where we dis-
play framed family photographs and a

collage of images of us with celebrity
guests from the show.”

Denyce: “I’m a Delta and Max is a
Kappa, so we have memorabilia from
those Greek letter organizations.”

Max: “This is where we go over
concepts for the broadcast and review
past shows for things we can improve,
broaden and make better.”

Denyce: “The area is a statement
about contemporary living, and about
being connected.”

— Larry Muhammad,
The Courier-Journal

Max and Denyce Maxwell,
television co-hosts

{ my routine }

Question: My neighbor re-
ceived a new Kindle Fire for her
birthday, and almost immedi-
ately her young daughter down-
loaded porn. My neighbor is
devastated, disgusted and
afraid. What can she do about
security for her Kindle so this
doesn’t happen again?

Answer: Unfortunately, the
parental controls in the Fire
aren’t all that extensive. You can
restrict in-app purchases and
disable Wi-Fi — and that’s it.

To restrict in-app purchases,
tap Apps from the Home screen
and select Store. Tap the Menu
icon, select Settings, and then
tap Parental Controls. From this
screen, you can either require
your Amazon.com password to
make in-app purchases or set up
a simpler four-digit PIN.

To make sure something
doesn’t get downloaded without

your permission, your best bet is
to password protect the Wi-Fi.
Tap Quick Settings, then More
and finally Restrictions. Enable
Password Protected Wi-Fi and
then create a password. Just be
sure you disconnect the Wi-Fi
whenever leaving the Fire un-
attended.

Selling photos online
Q: I’m a photographer, and

I’m interested in selling my
photos online. I have a website,
but would like a third-party
online store so buyers can down-
load images after paying. What
sites do you recommend?

A: If you just want a site to
handle payments and send cus-
tomers digital downloads,
UploadNSell is a good place to
look. It works well for people
with existing sites or who use
social media to sell digital

goods. If you want something a
bit more complete, there are
sites for that as well. Etsy, Art-
Fire and Zibbet give you a store-
front, ecommerce tools and a
large audience. There is another
way to make some money with
your photography online. You
can sell photos to a microstock
service. These will be licensed
for others to use in things like
publishing and advertising.
Some photographers can earn
hundreds or even thousands of
dollars a month that way.

What’s new in OS X
Mountain Lion?

Q: I can’t wait for Apple to
release OS X Mountain Lion.
What improvements will this
operating system have?

A: Anyone who uses an iPad
or iPhone will feel that OS X
Mountain Lion is an old friend.

That’s because the OS X up-
grade brings mobile iOS 5’s most
popular features, such as Mes-
sages, to the Mac. Messages
retains all the popular features
of iOS’s iMessage, and adds
quite a few more, such as Fac-
eTime. Other features are Re-
minders and Notes, which will
work with iCloud so that any-
thing you create, edit and delete
on one device will automatically
update others. With Notification
Center, all of your email, instant
messages and alerts will pop up
in one unified place on your
desktop.

Free voice recognition
Q: I’d like to use my comput-

er the way I’ve always seen it
done on science fiction shows —
just by talking to it. Do you
know about any good voice-
recognition programs?

A: Actually, Windows and OS
X both have built-in accessibil-
ity options, including speech
recognition. You can perform
simple tasks just by speaking
into your computer’s micro-
phone. To fire up speech recog-
nition in Windows 7, go to Start-
>>Control Panel>>Speech Rec-
ognition. You can say commands
that the computer will respond
to, and you can dictate text.
Apple’s OS X has similar speech
recognition. Go to System Pref-
erences>>Speech to access a
program called Speakable
Items. You’ll find a list of pre-
defined commands.

Kim Komando, special for USA
Today, hosts a talk radio show about
consumer electronics, computers
and the Internet. Visit www.koman-
do.com. E-mail her at techcom-
ments@usatoday.com.

{ Digital Life | Kim Komando}

Keep your Kindle Fire under control
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