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SOUTH MARCH MADNESS
NCAA MEN’S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

(10) XAVIER (22-12)
VS. (15) LEHIGH (27-7)

» When/where (TV): 7:40
p.m., Greensboro, N.C. (truTV)

» The spread: Xavier by 3½
» How they got here:

Lehigh beat No. 2 Duke 75-70.
Xavier beat No. 7 Notre Dame
67-63

» The buzz: Lehigh pulled
perhaps the biggest upset in
NCAA tourney history Friday,
knocking off Duke. Can the
Mountain Hawks become the
first15 seed to get to the Sweet

16? This is the fourth10 seed-15
seed game in NCAA history; the
others came in1991(Richmond-
Temple),1997 (Coppin State-
Texas) and 2001(Georgetown-
Hampton). This should feature
an epic guard matchup between
Lehigh’s C.J. McCollum and
Xavier’s Tu Holloway. Xavier
needs to find a way to make its
size advantage pay off. Lehigh
got a big game from F Gabe
Knutson against Duke, and
Knutson must be productive
again. Lehigh prefers a fast pace.

TODAY’S SOUTH REGIONAL GAME

GREENSBORO, N.C. —
There have been and will be
Duke basketball teams than
can unnerve some oppo-
nents before a ball is
bounced.Thiswasnotoneof
them.

Sure, the D-U-K-E on the
uniform, the iconic coach on
thebenchandthebannersin
the rafters remain assets.
But these Blue Devils sim-
plyweren’ttalented,deepor
big enough to intimidate.

“We are well aware of
Duke’s history and the pres-
tige that follows their pro-
gram,” Lehigh forward Jor-
dan Hamilton said Thurs-
day on the eve of the Moun-
tain Hawks’ NCAA
Tournament encounter with
the Devils.

“But we try to look at
them as just another team
and look at this as another
game.

“From that perspective,
we kind of remove all the
hype surrounding it, and I
think that we’re able to ap-
proach it from a more orga-
nic perspective.”

Organic?
“What I meant by that

was looking at it from a
blank perspective,” Hamil-
ton said.

Inotherwords,Hamilton
added, ignore Mike Krzy-
zewskiandhistoryandlaser
in on how best to defend
Austin Rivers and Mason
Plumlee, how best to attack
Seth Curry off the dribble.

“It’s sort of relieving
when you’re able to do that,”
Hamilton said. “If you’re
able to step back and view it
from afar, it’s a big advan-
tage.”

Champion of the Patriot
League, Lehigh (27-7) ap-
pears well-versed in the or-
ganic. Seeded 15th in the
South Regional, the Moun-
tain Hawks opened their
season with road games at
St. John’s and Iowa State,
and traveled to Michigan
State in late December.

None of those teams beat
Lehigh — Mountain Hawks

guard C.J. McCollum is the
nation’s No. 3 scorer at 21.9
points per game — by dou-
ble-figures. He scored 30
against Duke on Friday
night.

“Especially the Michi-
gan State game … we came
out with an attack mental-
ity,” Hamilton said. “And I
think a lot of these big
schools, theydon’treallyex-
pect the smaller guys to
come out swinging. So that’s
an advantage we have. That
alsobuiltconfidencethatwe
can really play. We feel we
can play with anyone in the
country.”

Duke found out the hard
way on Friday night, losing,
75-70, to Lehigh, which
plays Xavier today.

This season marked the
Blue Devils’ 17th consecu-

tive NCAA tournament,
winning the national cham-
pionship in 2010. Before Fri-
day, Lehigh had never ad-
vanced in the NCAAs, but
two years ago the16th-seed-
ed Mountain Hawks distin-
guished themselves in a 90-
74 loss to top-seeded Kan-
sas.

“We’re just more ma-
ture,” junior forward Gabe
Knutson said. “We under-
stand the game a lot more.
We have been through a lot,
and we kind of know what to
expect, what we’re getting
ourselves into.”

The Mountain Hawks’
cerebral nature extends to
coach Brett Reed, among
three Division I basketball
coacheswithaPh.D.—hisis
in instructional technology.
Reed’s father, Lynn,
coached Oakland (Mich.)
Community College to the
1987 junior college national
championship.

“Our team is very excit-
ed to have a chance to be
here as a participant in the
NCAA tournament,” Reed
said. “But I think our goals
gofarbeyondjustparticipa-
tion. ... We have young men
whohaveagreatdealofcon-
fidence in themselves, have
a great deal of confidence in
each other, and a great deal
of confidence in our system,
and ultimately the things
that we’re trying to accom-
plish here.”

Lehigh accomplished
much in beating Duke — the
organic way.
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Going ‘organic’ works for Lehigh
Mountain Hawks
are not afraid of
major teams
By David Teel
Daily Press (Newport News, Va.)

Lehigh’s Mackey McKnight celebrates following the
Mountain Hawks’ upset of Duke on Friday night in the
NCAA tournament. GERRY BROOME/AP

PORTLAND,Ore.—Formostofthesecond
half Saturday, it looked as if Indiana was go-
ing to get knocked out of the NCAA tourna-
ment as a result of its own hands.

A total of 22 turnovers, nearly 10 more
than IU’s season average had taken care of
that.

Butinablinkofaneye,VirginiaCommon-
wealth stopped being aggressive and Indi-
ana made all the plays.

WillSheeheyknockeddowna10footjum-
per from the left baseline with 12.7 seconds
remainingandIndianapulledoffanimprob-
able 63-61 victory over VCU in third round
tournament action at the Rose Garden.

VCU went for the win at the buzzer but
RobBrandenberg’s3-pointattemptbounced
long and Indiana held on for the victory.

“Darius (Theus) drove it and kicked it to
me for a wide open three,” Brandenburg
said. “It’s a play we’ve worked on in practice
all year. Everything was right. The shot just
didn’t go in.”

Indiana (27-8) has advanced to the Sweet
16 for the first time since 2002 and will play
Friday in Atlanta.

The Big Ten now has three teams in the
Sweet16: IU, Ohio State and Wisconsin. Two
more – Michigan State and Purdue – will be
looking to make it five conference teams in
the final16 today.

IU trailed 61-56 with 2:24 to play and the
Hoosiers had been struggling to take care of
the ball. Twelve of their turnovers had come
in the second half.

But Indiana scored the final seven points
of the game.

Two Cody Zeller free throws with 1:31 to
play got the lead to 61-58. And then after
Bradford Burgess missed two free throws
forVCUwith59.3secondsremaining,Victor
Oladipo scored on a drive to the basket and
hit a free throw to tie it with 46.5 seconds to
play.

After another VCU missed, IU raced
down the floor. Oladipo missed a shot but it
kicked out to Sheehey to knocked down the
eventual game-winning with12.7 seconds to
play.

Afterhitting55.2percent inthefirsthalf,
VCU hit just 7-of-28 shots in the second half.
TheRamsalsomade4-of-163-pointers inthe
final 20 minutes.

“I feltgoodabout theshotswegotandthe
playersthatshotthem,”saidVCUcoachSha-
ka Smart. “They just didn’t go in.”

Christian Watford and Zeller each had16
points for IU. Zeller also had13 rebounds.
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Indiana takes out giant killer

Indiana’s Will Sheehey runs downcourt after making the game-winning shot with 12.7 seconds remaining Saturday against Virginia
Commonwealth in Portland, Ore. RICK BOWMER/AP

By Terry Hutchens
The Indianapolis Star

INDIANA 63, VCU 61
VCU (29-7) - Reddic 4-8 0-2 8, Burgess 4-10 3-5 15, Haley 1-2 1-2 3,

Theus1-3 0-0 2,Daniels 4-13 0-010,Weber 2-3 0-0 4,Brandenberg 5-12
1-2 13, Graham 2-6 1-2 6. Totals 23-57 6-13 61.

INDIANA (27-8) - Watford 5-10 2-2 16, Sheehey 4-6 0-0 8, Zeller 5-9
6-8 16, Hulls 2-7 0-0 5, Oladipo 4-5 1-1 9, Abell 2-6 0-0 4, Pritchard 1-1
0-0 2, Roth 1-1 0-0 3, Elston 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 24-46 9-11 63.

Halftime—VCU 42-41. 3-Point Goals—VCU 9-30 (Burgess 4-9,
Brandenberg 2-7, Daniels 2-8, Graham 1-4, Theus 0-1, Weber 0-1), Indi-
ana 6-13 (Watford 4-5,Roth1-1,Hulls1-4,Elston 0-1,Sheehey 0-1,Abell
0-1). Fouled Out—Reddic. Rebounds—VCU 23 (Burgess 7), Indiana
36 (Zeller 13). Assists—VCU 8 (Theus 5), Indiana 13 (Oladipo 6). Total
Fouls—VCU 16, Indiana 13. Technical—Sheehey. A—NA.
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