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We sincerely thank Hosparus donors who
gave in memory of someone they love

Hosparus extends a heartfelt thanks to donors who contributed
in memory of their loved ones in February. We invite you to
view our February list of memorials and to make a donation

to Hosparus by visiting www.hosparus.org.

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, we care for patients
and their families regardless of their ability to pay.

1-800-264-0521 • www.hosparus.org • A non-profit hospice organization
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Diabetes?
L-MARC Research Center is conducting a clinical research study

of an investigational medication for Type 2 diabetes mellitus

YOU MAY QUALIFY IF YOU ARE:
• Age 50 or over

• On diabetes medication
• Have a history of heart disease or stroke

QUALIFIED PARTICIPANTS MAY RECEIVE:
• Compensation for Travel and Time

• Study-Related Tests
• Investigational Drug

Call: 502-214-3902
Fax: 502-214-3999
www.lmarc.com

studyrecruiter807@lmarc.com

L-MARC Research Center
3288 Illinois Avenue
Louisville KY 40213C
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Dr. Michael Kirchner

If you or a loved one would like to learn more about replacing a partial with
dental implants call

812-283-5550

Now accepting new patients.

1706 Williamsburg Dr.
Jeffersonville, In. 47130
812-283-5550

Joyce says she enjoys her visits at Dr. Kirchner’s office.www.jeffersonvillesmiles.com

After an automobile accident left Joyce missing her front teeth, she initially had them
replaced with a partial denture. However, she decided that she wanted something more
“natural looking.” Now, with the help of dental implants, Joyce has permanent “healthy
looking” teeth and she no longer has to worry about what she eats.
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Each year, Actors Thea-
tre of Louisville dishes out
a special production dur-
ing its Humana Festival of
New American Plays that
blends the talents of sever-
al commissioned play-
wrights to create a theatri-
cal piece made to order.
That’s because it’s general-
ly based on a specific
theme and delivered by the
theater’s Apprentice Com-
pany.

On Friday night, the
company did just that with
a veritable smorgasbord of
28 skits, monologues and
songs called “Oh, Gastron-
omy!” The production
showcases the work of
playwrights Michael Go-
lamco, Carson Kreitzer,
Steve Moulds, Tanya Sara-
cho and Matt Schatz. The
theater chose the theme of
food last year and by Sep-
tember had set them work-
ing on the production.

The material explored
how we relate to all kinds
of food and how it also can
deeply affect how we con-
nect with others, covering
a fairly vast range with
dashes of humor. Some
poked fun at some people’s
obsessions with food, its
origins or how it’s pre-
pared. Others portrayed
how food is often strongly
tied to our emotions in
moving, light and dark
ways.

Some of the most
charming portions came
from playwright and song-
writer Schatz, who previ-
ously wrote music and lyr-
ics for a 2009 Humana Fes-
tival 10-minute play called
“Roanoke” and last year
created a musical with
Louisville playwright Di-
ana Grisanti called “Richie
Farmer Will Have His Re-
venge on Durham.”

“Oh, Gastronomy!” fea-
tures six pieces he wrote
that incorporate music.

One high point of the eve-
ning was his heart-touch-
ing duet between a woman
(Katie Medgord) and a sol-
dier (Alexander Kirby) de-
ployed far from home
whose voices blended and
filled the theater with a
sweet melancholy. The two
sang from separate stair-
ways leading from center
stage about the food they
both love, food they loved
to share together and that
they can’t bear to eat while
separated.

Later, there was
Schatz’s lighthearted and
“CSA Battle” — the acro-
nym stands for community
supported agriculture. The
setting is in the midst of a
farmers market, where a
traditional farmer, who is
looking to keep in business
by getting people to sign up
for a season of regular de-
liveries of produce from
his farm, is pitted against
an urban-based CSA repre-
sentative whose organiza-
tion offers produce grown
in that milieu and offered
up with a hip marketing
pitch. The result is contest
of words accompanied
with bravado and a hip-hop
backbeat that proves to be
an infectious little tune.

Most of the four skits
penned by the only woman,
Chicago-based playwright
Saracho, used her opportu-
nity as part of this project
to courageously touch on
the often deep emotional

issues attached to food that
men rarely recognize or
talk about. In “Code Fries,”
a male roommate (Trent
Stork) talks about and con-
soles his female cohort (Sa-
bina Conti), whose mood he
can measure by the food
she craves and her binge-
ing habits.

In another, Annie (Zoë
Sophia Garcia) struggles
to convey to her wealthy
boyfriend (Chris Reid)
what food means to her,
having grown up in a fam-
ily that often didn’t have
enough money to buy food.

Saracho explores the re-
sult of food, the emotions
attached to obesity and the
struggle to not eat in “A
Numbers Game.”

But she also taps into
our funny bones with a sen-
dup of a receptionist (Lisa
Dring) seductively eating
a banana, or at least that is
exactly what her male col-
league (J. Alexander Coe)
sees, even though the other
female office workers
don’t. Dring pushes her
role to the limit in her hilar-
ious and bawdy moves in
eating the fruit.

Other funny takes on
food include Golamco’s
“My Mom Won’t Let Me Eat
That,” in which a school-
boy who has lost his lunch
explains to a teacher, who
wants to share her sand-
wich, all of the foods he
can’t eat for allergy-relat-
ed as well as ethical rea-
sons.

Moulds’ “Artisanal
Foods Anonymous” lam-
poons the trend of foods
sold only by special grocer-
ies and the food snobs who
patronize them. And
Kreitzer, who penned four
scenes featuring a food
truck and wholesome, hip-
pie vendor of microgreens,
gives a lust story that de-
velops as one merchant
serves up ice cream.

But overall, this pas-
tiche of a production felt
overstuffed, with the eve-
ning’s production, which

began at 11 p.m., running
nearly an hour and 45 min-
utes, without an intermis-
sion.

It’s almost as if the play-
wrights working with Sa-
rah Lunnie, the theater’s
literary manager, and the
show’s director, Amy Atta-
way, put way too much food
on everyone’s plates.

Nonetheless, Attaway
deserves praise for man-
aging and providing fluid-
ity to the cavalcade of this
production’s theatrical
morsels.

The production team
also deserves kudos for in-
fusing the set with creative
and adaptable multipur-
pose elements and provid-
ing some excellent gar-
nish.

Reporter Elizabeth Kramer
can be reached at (502) 582-
4682.

HUMANA FESTIVAL OF NEW AMERICAN PLAYS

Skits, songs whet appetite
By Elizabeth Kramer
ekramer@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

‘OH, GASTRONOMY!’

HUMANA FESTIVAL
OF NEW AMERICAN PLAYS
» “Oh, Gastronomy!” by
Michael Golamco, Carson
Kreitzer, Steve Moulds, Tanya
Saracho and Matt Schatz,
runs through April 1 at Actors
Theatre of Louisville’s Bing-
ham Theatre as part of the
36th Humana Festival of New
American Plays.
» Read more coverage of the
Humana Festival at
www.courier-journal.com/
humanafest
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