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COPIOUS NOTES

Chamber music 
gains new fans 
with July Series

As rounds of beer were 
served at West Sixth  Brewing 
Co., couples whispered to one 
another,  conversations were 
held and a dog sat dutifully 
with its owners while the 
chamber quintet played .

By Saturday night, this 
kind of setting was  nothing 
new to the musicians of the 
Chamber Music Festival 
of Lexington’s July Series, 
which spent a week staging 
surprise performances in 
unexpected locations. They 
included next to the funnel 
cake stand at the Lexington 
Lions Club Bluegrass Fair, 
in the Robert F. Stephens 
Courthouse Plaza  and in a 
bar where you’d probably 
expect to find a rock band or 
acoustic guitarist playing.

The series was billed as 

Author George Ella Lyon, shown in a writing room in her Lexington home, has two new books out this year, including a young-adult novel about a teenage mother.
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When Lexington author George 
Ella Lyon sits down to write new 
material, she doesn’t always have a 
concrete plan. Quite the opposite.

“The way I work often is just to sit 
with my journal or my computer and 
ask if anybody wants to talk,” Lyon 
says. “If I get a voice, I try to go as far 
with it as I can.”

In 2004, Lyon  was surprised to hear 
the voice of a teenage mother.

“I got this voice of this young girl 
working in the Toyota plant to support 
her baby, who is Zoe,” she says. “I 

wrote a whole piece for her, and the 
next day I come back and I’m hoping 
there’s going to be more — sometimes 
there isn’t any more — but there was 
and I kept going and finding out about 
her.”

Lyon continued to discover Zoe’s 
story, which morphed into a young-
adult novel published this month, 
Holding On to Zoe (Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, $17.99). 

Set in Lexington, Holding On to 
Zoe follows the struggles of  Jules, 16, 
who becomes pregnant. Abandoned 
by her father at a young age, raised 
by an emotionally vacant mother and 

ditched by the baby’s father, Jules 
desperately clings to what her baby 
represents: a family of her own, a safe 
place to belong, unconditional love. 
But halfway through the book, the 
reader learns that Jules’ life with Zoe 
is not everything it appears to be. A 
series of forgotten secrets lurk beneath 
the surface. 

Lyon was surprised by Zoe’s 
 secrets, too. She had never encoun-
tered a character quite like Jules, 
whose first-person narration in the 
book is colored by shades of denial 

 GEORGE ELLA LYON 
LET HERSELF WRITE
Author started latest novel one morning with a voice

By Candace Chaney
Contributing Culture Writer

LIVING
SUNDAY

AUGUST CALENDAR STUFFED WITH STUFF TO DO — E6

See LYON, E4

Hal Sparks takes his standup 
act to Comedy Off Broadway 
in Lexington this week.

COURTESY OF HAL SPARKS

In his 2010 stand-up com-
edy special Charmageddon, 
Hal Sparks makes plenty of 
keen observations and deliv-
ers some potent, thought-pro-
voking punch lines. But near 
the beginning of his special 
was one of the funniest lines, 
because of its being such an 
epic understatement: “Other 
than that, I have no opinion.”

The fact is, the Kentucky-
raised comic-actor-musician 
has an opinion on almost 
everything. When that 
opinion was applied to pop 
culture, it helped give him 
his first brush with fame, in 
1999, as host of Talk Soup, 
E!’s talk show  laced with 
reality-TV highlights , and 
appearances on VH1’s various 
nostalgia-fests, I Love the 
(insert decade here) . He also 
gained fame playing a central 

Sparks bringing his 
humor to Lexington
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Alicia Hardesty, a Brandenburg 
native who lives in L.A., says 
Chanel and Ralph Lauren are 
among her inspirations.
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Gunnar Deatherage of 
 Louisville is back for Season 
10 after failing to make it past 
the first episode last year.
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Project Runway — Lifetime’s 
hit reality show that pits rising 
fashion designers against  one 
another  — has never  seen a 
contestant from Kentucky make 
it past the first episode — until 
its 10th season, which recently 
debuted with not one but two 
Kentuckians, Gunnar Deatherage 
and Alicia Hardesty.

Deatherage, 22, who lives in 
Louisville, might look familiar to viewers 
of the show. 

The  self-taught designer made 
it to the top 20 on last  season’s 
show before quickly  exiting  
 during the first episode.  After the 
show’s staff suggested he apply 
again, Deatherage   returned for 
more Runway drama. 

“It’s kind of redeeming 
being back,” Deatherage said. 
“It’s a complete clean slate. It’s 
a chance for me to show what 

my fashion’s all about.”

FASH FOOD TREND REPORT
What’s hot in fashion and beauty

Two Kentuckians make the cut 
on latest ‘Project Runway’
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