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FRANKFORT — Nearly a 
year after beginning to sell al-
coholic beverages, some state 
parks report that interest is 
spirited.

“We’re very pleased with 
the early figures we are see-
ing on the sales,” said Gil 
Lawson, a spokesman for the 
state Department of Parks in 
the Tourism, Arts and Heri-
tage Cabinet. “We really had 
no projections on what they 
would be and believe we can 
raise them.”

Sales of all alcoholic bever-
ages in Kentucky parks from 
August through the end of 
May totaled nearly $155,000, 
according to information ob-
tained by the Lexington Her-
ald-Leader through an open-
records request.

That includes sales at 
three resort park restaurants 
— General Butler in Carroll 
County, Jenny Wiley in Floyd 
County and Lake Barkley in 
Trigg County — and sales at 
four state park golf  courses — 
General Butler, Lake Barkley, 
John James Audubon in Hen-
derson County and My Old 
Kentucky Home in Nelson 
County.

All of those parks are in 
“wet” territories, where local 
voters already had decided to 
allow alcohol sales. 

Eric Gregory, president of 
the Kentucky Distillers’ As-
sociation, said he was encour-
aged by the sales numbers.

“The association fully sup-
ports these sales where local 

communities want them,” 
he said. “We think it makes 
sense for visitors at state 
parks who want them to be 
able to enjoy a cocktail or a 
glass of wine.”

Gregory also predicted 
that the sales would make the 
state parks more competitive 
in attracting conventions and 
meetings.

Gov. Steve Beshear’s ad-
ministration applied in 2011 
for alcohol sales licenses at 
the parks and golf courses. A 
previous review of the parks 
system noted that alcohol 
sales at some parks could im-
prove meeting bookings, over-
all volume of business, and 
support for special events and 

golf operations.
Lawson said the state has 

been “low-keyed about the 
sales, not doing any major 
advertising. We just wanted 
to get it started and see what 
the reaction would be.”

He said the parks depart-
ment thinks alcohol sales have 
been a factor in increased oc-
cupancy at the three resort 
parks that sell distilled spir-
its.

Comparing the first six 
months of 2011 to the first 
six months of 2012, occupan-
cy has increased 15.1 percent 
at Jenny Wiley, 8.3 percent 
at Butler and 6.3 percent at 
Lake Barkley.

“Several factors, like the 
weather, influence occupan-
cy, but we believe alcohol 
sales have helped at these 
parks,” Lawson said. 

He said no state park has a 
bar or lounge, and the limit is 
two drinks for guests at park 
restaurants if they do not or-
der food from the menu.

Rangers at the parks that 
sell alcohol have not reported 
any safety problems, Lawson 
said.

There are no plans to ex-
pand alcohol sales to other 
parks. 

“We would only do that 
if local voters decided their 
communities would go wet,” 
Lawson said.

Kentucky has 50 state 
parks, of which 17 are resort 
parks with lodges, dining 
 areas and conference space. 
The state parks department 
operates 18 golf courses.

HIGHER OCCUPANCY 
SEEN AT 3 RESORTS

By Jack Brammer
jbrammer@herald-leader.com

Drink sales prove to be a draw
Alcohol sales at 
state parks and  

golf courses
The state began selling 

alcoholic beverages at three 
state resort parks in August 
2011. Sales at each park be-
tween then and May were:
Lake Barkley: $58,867

General Butler: $30,952 

Jenny Wiley: $22,621.

At the four state park golf 
courses selling beer, sales dur-
ing that time were:

9-hole courses
General Butler: $1,024

John James Audubon: $6,021

18-hole courses
Lake Barkley: $7,158

My Old Kentucky Home: $24,905

The state parks depart-
ment also has sold $3,216 of 
alcoholic beverages at various 
events in Frankfort, such as a 
convention at the local conven-
tion center.

STATE PARKS

Herald-Leader culture writer Rich Copley writes about 
popular culture, area entertainment and performing 
arts in his blog, “Copious 
Notes,” on LexGo.com.
Read him every day!

COUPON Offer good only at:
Dr.Gerald L. Fairchild, P.S.C.
& participating KY locations

We gladly accept Cash, Checks, Visa, MasterCard and Discover
as payment for our services.

Expires 8/31/12Coupon must be presented when services are provided.
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www.affordabledentures.com

Anna K. Miller, DMD, P. S.C.
115 North Keeneland Dr., Richmond, KY 40475

*(859) 625-1689
Anna K. Miller, DMD, General Dentist

Larry D.Thomas, DMD, P. S.C.
385 Brenton Way,Shepherdsville, KY 40165

*(502) 955-6982
Larry D. Thomas, DMD, General Dentist

Rodney Alan Stevens,DMD,P.S.C.
7699 US 42, Florence, KY 41042

(859) 282-0660
Rodney A. Stevens, DMD, General Dentist

Dr. Nicole A. Middleton, P. S.C.
2425 Scottsville Rd, Suite 120, Bowling Green, KY 42104

(270) 393-4818
Nicole A. Middleton, DDS, General Dentist

Dr.Gerald L.Fairchild,P.S.C.
276 Kroger Center, Morehead, KY 40351

Call for Appointment (606) 780-0375
Gerald L. Fairchild,DMD,General Dentist

Affordable Dentures - Carrollton, P. S.C.
2551 US Hwy 227, Carrollton, KY 41008

(502) 732-8969
Gerald L. Fairchild DMD, General Dentist

Full Set .......................................................................................................$405
Custom Full Set Dentures .........................................................................$705
Premium Full Set Dentures.....................................................................$1,015
Reline (each) ...........................................................................................$155
Simple Extraction (each)...........................................................................$80

Full-mouth X-ray (required for extractions) ...............................................$75

Fees effective November 21, 2011

* No Appointment Necessary

FIVE MORE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

$25OFF Any Set
Custom or Higher

To get your business featured
on dealsaver® call today!

(859)231.3158 or (859)231.3369
dealsaver@herald-leader.com

Coming This Week!

facebook.com/dealsaverlex
twitter.com/dealsaverlex

THIS IS NOT A COUPON. DEALS MUST BE PURCHASED THROUGH
DEALSAVER®.DEALS AVAILABLE ONLY THROUGH ONLINE PURCHASE.

50% Off A Cleaning
of $100 or more!

LESLY HOUSE CLEANING SERVICES

$30 for a 3-day/2-night stay for 2 adults at the
Riviera Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas plus a Las Vegas

BITE Card. Room taxes included. ($200 Value)

$25 for $50 to use
at Holifield Photography!

$30 for $60
OR

$100 for $200
Toward anything
at Expansive Art


