
London Olympics

Lochte gets first gold 
as Phelps falters

» Swimming: Ryan Lochte 
wins 400-meter individual 
medley; Michael Phelps is 4th

» Fencing: Dunbar’s Lee Kiefer 
falls in foil quarterfinals to 
eventual silver medalist

MUST READS
» Kentucky Sunday, B1: Tom Eblen: Mayor Jim Gray 
needs a winning idea for the Bloomberg Challenge

» Sports Sunday, C1: UK Football Notebook: Kentucky’s 
starting quarterback situation appears far from settled

» Living Sunday, E1: Lexington author George Ella 
Lyon lets her fictional characters speak to her
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FIELDS OF DREAMS
A year in the life of Central Kentucky’s horse farms

Yearling manager Eric Tubbs checked his charges as they grazed at sunrise. The horses stay 
out all night. They go inside during the day to prevent sun damage before upcoming sales.

Sales pavilion awaits, so 
yearlings must get ready

At renowned Claiborne Farm, that means a summer at boot camp

PARIS — If any Thorough-
bred farm in Kentucky can be 
said to have the golden touch, 
it would be Claiborne Farm.

During its 102 years of op-
eration, the Hancock family 
farm on the outskirts of Paris 
has dominated breeding and 
racing like none other.

The names on the brass 
plaques on the varnished door 
of “The Big Stall” say it all: 
Bold Ruler, Secretariat, Easy 
Goer, Unbridled, and now Ed-
dington. 

In the other shedrow, there’s 
Parading, who lives in Mr. Pros-
pector’s and Hoist the Flag’s old 

stomping grounds; and Horse 
Greeley, who could commune 
with the spirit of Nasrullah and 
Boundary. The newest Clai-
borne wonder, Blame, who beat 
the great Zen yatta in the 2010 
Breeders’ Cup Classic, lives in 
the stall Buckpasser and Devil’s 
Bag once called home.

Claiborne’s stallion barn 
alone is a who’s who of blood-
lines. 

Others gracing the grounds 
in spirit include Spectacular 
Bid, Swale, Danzig, Bold Ruler, 
Gallant Fox, Nijinsky II and 
Riva Ridge. 

The unassuming shed just 
down the walk is “hallowed 

By Janet Patton
jpatton1@herald-leader.com

See YEARLINGS, A3

KENTUCKY.COM
■ See a gallery and video from 
our visits to Claiborne Farm.

■ Read past stories in this series.

ABOUT THIS SERIES 
This is the seventh in a monthly 
series looking at a year in the 
unique economic ecosystem 
that is life on Central Kentucky’s 
Thoroughbred horse farms. Each 
month through 2012, we will visit 
a different Central Kentucky farm 
to chronicle the life cycle of the 
Bluegrass’ signature industry, from 
breeding and foaling to training for 
a race and getting ready for the 
all-important sales. 

Coming next month: Taylor Made, 
the largest horse consignor

Doug Carr, left, Troy West, David Asbury and Erika Taylor led yearling fillies back to the barn at Claiborne Farm. At a certain point as weanlings, the Thoroughbreds were separated by sex.
PHOTOS BY CHARLES BERTRAM | cbertram@herald-leader.com

The impact of an estimated 
2,000 mining layoffs this year is 
hitting home across the moun-
tainous coal counties of Eastern 
Kentucky.

Gary Hall of Pike County, 
whose job at a coal-washing plant 
is scheduled to last a few more 
weeks, might have to tap his re-
tirement nest egg if he doesn’t 

find mining work.
Kyle Thacker, laid off from 

his job as a utility worker at an 
underground mine, has thought 
about going back to school to be-
come a welder, but said he might 
have to move from Knott County 
for work.

Jeremy Slone moved to Lex-
ington with his wife, Marcie, and 
their 2-year-old son Braxton after 
he lost his job driving a giant 

dump truck at a Perry County 
surface mine in April. He’s trying 
to get on at Toyota in George-
town.

Other laid-off miners don’t 
know what they will do.

The cutbacks will ricochet 
through the economy in an area 
where good-paying jobs, especial-
ly for people without college de-
grees, were in short supply even 
before hundreds evaporated.

“It’s going to start hurting 

GOOD JOBS SCARCE; OTHER BUSINESSES SUFFER

Mining layoffs create world of hurt in E. Ky.

By Bill Estep
bestep@herald-leader.com

See COAL JOBS, A4

Gary Hall 
will lose his 

job at a coal-
 washing plant 

in a few weeks.
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MUST CLICKS
» Photo galleries on Kentucky.com: Versailles’ 
Twilight Festival, open mike at Pops Resale
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Schedule your sports physical today!
There’s still time to schedule your sports and back-to-school physicals.

M. BRENNAN ROYALTY, M.D. with Saint Joseph Primary Care Associates
is a board-certified family physician who provides comprehensive

health care to patients and specializes in treating musculoskeletal

overuse and acute sports injuries in all age groups.

Call Dr. Royalty today to make an appointment.

dealsaver.com/lexingtondealsaver.com/lexington

$10 For $20 To Use
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