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Hikes Point Roads

TSiey Were Trouble Froma Start
RITCHIE
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Bauer's had groceries, a restaurant, a
dance hall, a bar, and picnic tables in
those days.

George Lausman, a Hikes Point
resident , for all of his 74 years,
remembers that Bauer's was called
"The Devil's Kitchen," and said his
family used to buy fresh bread there.

Mrs. Pat Chapman, a Bauer before
marriage, recalled, "It was really
wonderful then." '

Mrs. Chapman said most people
who came during the day were farmers
who generally arrived at Bauer's on
their way to or from market in the
early morning or late afternoon.
Bauer's was different from most others
bars during the 1920s and '30s,
according to Mrs. Chapman. "It was a
family sort of a place," she said. "A
man could bring his wife there."

The picnic tables gave the area the
name "Bauer's Park."

Dance Hall
The dance hall was popular then,

drawing people from Jeffersontown
and Hikes Point. The charge was less
than $1, and Mrs. Chapman said
Bauer's had a piano and later a juke
box for entertainment. Bauer's
restaurant was damaged by two fires,
the second of which closed it for good
about 10 years ago. But Mrs. Chapman
remembers that people would come all
the way from Louisville during those
early day for Sunday dinner.

Bauer's was a family project with
10 members of the family living above
the establishment "It was fun for me
all the time," Mrs. Chapman said.

Hikes Point land was almost
completely tied up in farming in the

Goldsmith Lane at Bardstown Road

One Block from Watterson 4)

"THE SWINGING SPOT IN TOWN

PRESENTING

ITS

NO

MINIMUM

n

DUTCH KAUFFMAN and the the super sounds of
j . i THE GREAT DANCE AND

COCKTAIL
P.M.

MON.

BankAmericard
Diner's

THE

Taylorsville

SHOW BAND

ALSO
Lynda, her piano
and vocals,
nightly.

VIVACIOUS LYNDA STARTS

OFF THE EVENING AT THE

COCKTAIL HOUR WITH HER

OWN SPECIAL STYLE

f Businessmen's
I and Ladies

LUNCHEON j
I Served Daily S

"Tto Th'M 9;t Erfcxloicteri'

Most roads which figure in early

county history were named for

families living nearby. Such is the case

with some of the Point's main

thoroughfares.

The ancestors of the Hunsinger
family came from Alsace-Lorrai- ne

early in the ninteenth century. In the

next generation, Charles Hunsinger

married Lena Hikes who was a fourth

generation descendant of the original

settler in the area, George Hikes.

It was Lena Hikes for whom the

still standing Hikes-Hunsing- house
was built. Marguerite Hunsinger, the

wife of the late Claude Hunsinger, still

lives there. The Hunsinger family name
is presently carried only by Mrs.

Hunsinger and her sister-in-la- w

Dorothy, for although Mrs. Hunsinger

has five grandsons, they are

descendants of Mrs. Hunsinger through

early 1 900s,' and Wilhelmi's blacksmith
shop at the corner of Hunsinger Lane
and Taylorsville Road provided the
necessary equipment for replacing
broken farm implements.

Jack Finn moved in the old
blacksmith shed after Wilhelmi went
out of business, and set up garage.
Finn's garage served motorists as the
only gas station between
Jeffersontown and Louisville on
Taylorsville Road until about 1951.

At that time Finn's garage moved
to become the Polar Grill Gulf station
on Bardstown Road, just before the
big push toward subdivision and
commercial development in Hikes
Point

Large Farms

Continued
For Decades

BY DAN RITCHIE
The Hikes Point area today has a

population of about 10,000. It is a

bustling shopping area, best known for
the infamous intersection of Hikes
Lane, Browns Lane, Hunsinger Lane,
and Richland Avenue with Taylorsville
Road.

But there was a time when the
word "horsepower" meant just that,
and the only traffic was pedestrian or
horse powered. That's when the point
was in Two-Mil- e Precinct.

George Hikes was the original
settler of the area, coming here from
Pennsylvania in the 1790s'. The large
farms which developed in the
Ninteenth Century were generally grain
and cattle concerns, or were devoted
to raising horses.

Marguerite Hunsinger, a resident of
Hikes Lane and one of the most
knowledgeable people in the area
regarding the history of Hikes Point,
said that, like other farmers, Hikes
Point cattle raisers would drive their
herds on foot to the center of town to
be sold. She said that Edward Hikes,
the grandfather of her late husband
Claude, built a grist mill and planted
the first orchard in the area.

Large Estates
Apart from farming activities in

those early days, the families owning
large estates sometimes raised horses
for racing and show. Much of the land
between Hikes Lane and Taylorsville
Road was divided among three families
- the Jones, White, and Simcoes - for
this purpose. Margaret Simcoe gained a

good deal of renown in local circles
because of the horseshows she won.

The large farms continued for many

decades, but as the Hikes family

increased, plots became smaller and

smaller, and sometimes members of
the family would sell their property
and move elsewhere.

Mrs. Hunsinger said that a great

number of people began moving into
the area around the turn of the
century to run vegetable farms.

'Potatoes Quit'
George Lausman was born in the

area known now as St. Regis Park in

1899. He owned 25 acres and rented
an additional 125 to raise kale,

turnips, corn, spinach, and beans.
Lausman also raised wheat, but the
main crop was potatoes. "In those
days Jefferson County was one of the
largest potato raising counties in the

country," he said, "but the potatoes
quit about 20 years ago."

Goods To Market
Like other gardeners in Jefferson

County, Lausman often rose at 1 a.m.
harnessed his horses, and drove his

goods to the produce market at Floyd
and Jefferson Streets. By 2 or 3 a.m.
all the grocers were there to buy the
fresh vegetables for their stores that
day. "They all did a good business
until the supermarkets came,"
Lausman said. '

The Lausmans churned their own
butter with their cows' milk. They
slaughtered their hogs, raised chickens,
grew and canned vegetables, and made
their catsup, tomato juice, and jam.

their mothers, Marge
Barbara Stephens.

Weeks and ?

Fredericks Lane
Fredericks Lane, as a part of

Breckinridge Lane was formerly called,
was named for the family whose estate
borders that road. William H.
Frederick, born in 1820, was the
grandson of a German immigrant
Frederick served in both the Kentucky
House of Representatives was a
Senator from Jefferson County.

W.W. Goldsmith lived on the site
where the Ibliday Inn on Bardstown
Road now sits, in a house that was
once used as a blockhouse by earlier
settlers when in danger of Indians. A
general practitioner, Dr. Goldsmith!
father, Alban, taught the first medical
class in Louisville.

Most of the streets in Hikes Point
neighborhoods were named when the
subdivisions were platted, and
occasionally a street bears the name of
Hikes Point resident of many years
past. For example, a doctor named
Ilendon owned about 50 acres on the
south side of Taylorsville Road east of
its intersection with Cannons Lane.
Dr. Hendon's home is still standing at
the end of Hendon and Argyle close to
Furman Boulevard.

In the later part of the ninteenth
century Edward Cannon married Anna
Hikes and the two settled on a farm
near what is now Cannons Lane.

Meadowview

Once Cornfield,
Now Subdivision

In 19 16 the first subdivision,
Avondale, was platted in the Hikes
Point area. "When my husband and I

came out here in 1925 there were just
six other houses in Avondale," said

Mrs. CM. Weibel of Arlington Road.
"When we came out here we had no
drinking water," Mrs. Weibel said. "We

had to dig wells and cisterns."
Nonetheless, although Avondale

just west of Meadowview Estates north
of Taylorsville Road, was a place

where people could "get away from
the city" before World War II,
residential development followed
quickly on the heels of the war.

'That was all cornfield when we

came out here," said Mrs. Wiebel of

Meadowview Estates. And
now . . .

Twin flat or fitted
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THIS IS view of the quarry on Hunsinger Lane run by McClurc Hoke in the
first part of this century. People came from as far as Okolona to get stone at
this quarry. Visible in the center of the photograph are the late Claude H.
Hunsinger and his father E. Hunsinger.
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Another grand farm machinery
exposition ... one of the na-

tion's linest ... is in the
making. Visit the booths of
our 350 exhibitors, get the
latest data on farming tech-
niques and methods ... see
today's innovations in farm
equipment. 68 of the Na-

tion's population lives within
a day's drive from the Ken-

tucky Fair & Exposition Center
in Louisville. Make plans now.
Remember, too, your free ticket
stubs are good for a prize-a-da- y

drawing, plus a color-T-

grand prize.
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Full flat or 2 for 6.88 Queen or fitted ... .

Dual flat or fitted ... 2 for 14.88 Standard cases

2 for 2.98Bolster cases
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LOUISVILLE, KY.

513-1(- 3
9:00 am 5:30 pm
Order Your Free Tickiti
Now from Your Farm Im-

plement Dealer or from
NFMS.
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Flower Box Sheets by Martex

At White Sale Values
4,00

fitted....
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FEBRUARY

2 for 10.88

2 for 2.48

Sheets too exciting to hide in the dark. All-ov- print on the bottom of these DacronR polyester

and cotton blend sheets. White top sheet has attached printed border. Machine-washabl- e and dry-abl-

In blue, green or gold.

Bashford Manor, St. Matthews, Shively, Jeffersonville

Phone 456-500- 0 For Shopping Service
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