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Lone Oak. Does that ring a bell?
Well, say it in reverse and with a trace
of an accent (try Italian), and you
have it.

Okolona. But for a stroke of fate,
this community would have been Lone
Oak, supposedly named for an oak
tree still standing (though long dead)
on Okolona Terrace. But fate, in the
guise of the U.S. Post Office, decreed
that, since there was already a Lone
Oak, Ky., the name must be changed.
And so it was.

While Okolona as a community is

not quite 80 years old, early pioneers
tackling the last leg of the Wilderness
Trail into Louisville settled in and
about the area from whence grew one
of the state's first industries - the
production of salt.

The governmental precinct that
then encompassed what is today
Okolona was Crossroads Precinct,
though some of Shardine Precinct
touched on the area.

In fact, it was the town of Cross
Roads, south of Okolona, which first
sprang up and had a post office.

While the earliest accounts show
the area's history to be far from the
most meritorious in the county, it was
certainly colorful.

In the old Louisville Herald, Sept.
26, 1922, Clarence E. Cason painted a

vivid picture of the early community
(the article was reprinted in the
Okolona Woman's Club "History of
the Okolona Area," 1956):

"ONCE RENDEZVOUS OF
OUTLAW BANDS, OKOLONA
IS NOW THRIVING
COMMUNITY BUILT OF
RECLAIMED MARSH-LAN- D

WHICH MAKES FERTILE
TRUCK GARDENS

"Thirty years ago there was a forbidding
strip of land extending Tor about six miles
south of Louisville. The section was known
as the 'wet woods.' It was the despair of
farmers and travelers. It was famed for its
uselcssness. The only people who lived in
the wet woods were a few families who had
built their shacks on stilts above the
marshes. These were engaged in the

miH

u

srt-r- r

7

SIDE ORDERS
HUSH PUPPIES 25c
COLE SLAW .30, 45 & 65c
FRENCH FRIES 30c
ONION RINGS 50c
SOFT DRINKS 20c

seemingly impossible task of clearing away

the dense forest, which, together with the
dangerous marshes, made the country not
only useless but practically inacessible.

"In the belt were included the
treacherous 'Ash Bottom" and 'Lost Island.'
Many tales of mystery and crime are told
concerning these localities. There is a tale
which recites the desperate deeds of a band
df robbers who were supposed to haunt
'Ash Bottom.' Numerous murders were said

to have been committed by these bands of
outlaws, which buried the bodies of their
victims deep under the surface of the
mar she s.

"As the great trees were cleaned away,
these bands moved farther and farther into
the forests. Guardians of the law made

numerous trips in search of the desperadoes.
But most of the trips were fruitless as far as

captures were concerned. Several of them,
however, ended disastrously for members of
the invading groups.

"But the ax of the woodsman and the

shovel of the drainer have changed the
appearance of the landscape south of
Louisville.

"Now the lands show forth splendid
crops of corn and wheat. Large quantities of
truck preduce are grown. Excellent pikei
form a network thru the district. The

splendid extension of the Preston street
road to Sliepherdsvillc forms the main rib in

the network of roads. Beautiful residences,
prosperous stores, banks, garages, an

interurban electric line, electric lights are

some of the things which have taken the
places formerly occupied by the flooded
lands and dense forests.

MARSHES DRAINED
"Since the draining operations have been

started, this section of the country has

shown phenomenal growth. Residents say

that it is the fastest growing section of the
county at the present time. Much of the
land has been subdivided and sold in

comparatively small lots. Several
home-buildin- g projects are now being held
in view by citizens of some of the towns
along the car line.

"I rom Okolona, nine miles from the
courthouse at louisville, to the Louisville
city limits there is an almost unbroken line
of substantially built hoses. At Okolona and
Prestonia large stores and banks have come
into existence. Development of Audubon
Park and the Camp Taylor district has done
much to help along the building up of the
sections.

"Thirty years ago there were schooli in
log houses here and there in the district. But
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SPEGIALS!
Big "Lunker"

fish saubvjigl
You catch a King-Siz- e

Piece of White Fish on
White or Rye Bread

and Tangy Homemade
Tartar Sauce for

Easy tasty Eating

The Okolona Improvement
Company members, Ed Miller,
Arthur Priest and Paul Jones
built a store which later be-

came Van Fleet's Store
owned by, from left, Grant,
Joseph and Mrs. Grant Van
Fleet.

Courtesy, Okolona Woman's Club
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Includes ample fish
for two people, dou-

ble order of French
Fries, Hush Puppies,
bread and tartar
sauce.

CARRY-OU- ONLY!

FISKI BOX FOR TWO!

Cme Cobbeel
4413 St. Rita Drive In Okolona (Closed Mondays) 964-476- 9

4101 Browns Lane at Hikes Point 458-648- 4

1360 Bardstown Road 459-362- 5

'1506 Berry Blvd. Between Taylor and 7th St. 361-723- 3

Open 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. - 7 Days A Week

little beyond Dillworth's spelling and December 8. The building b one of the
Horton'i arithmetic was attempted. The prettiest and most adequate of those owned
doctor then carried his drug store in hit by the banks in the smaller towns of
addle bags, and compounded his own Kentucky.

V

c

J

Photo by Bob Ringham

THE LONE OAK, a part of which ttill stands at Okolona Terrace, is the tree that
gave the community its name, so the story goes.

prescriptions. He rode by day and night, in
sunshine and storm, and earned the fees he
obtained. Travel had not even reached the
dignity of the stagecoach. Persons went
from place to place on horseback or afoot
over dusty roads. Women often walked six
miles to pay social visits. Little money was
in circulation. Women brought their linen,
jeans and b'nsey to the store to exchange
them for tea, coffee, and other articles they
did not have at home.

COMMUNITY NOW PROSPEROUS
"But railroads, progressive residents,

beautiful homes, and business enterprise
have changed the wilderness into a region of
picturesque beauty.

"Drainage has also eliminated the ravages
of malaria, according to the physicians.
Doctors say that not a single case of malaria
has been reported this summon Whereas,
twenty five years ago the people of the
communities suffered greatly from this
disease which is prevalent in low marshy
country.

"Alfred Sanders, whose home is about a
mile and a half south of the present site of
Okolona, was formerly the owner of most
of the land now comprised in the Okolona
district. George Sanders, a brother of Alfred
Sanders, is another old resident of the
community. S. Q. Cooper was a large kind
owner ten years ago. Squire H. D. Robbs
was one of the first sctders of the
community. Edward Minor also was
influential in the building up of the section.

THEN CAME STREET CAR LINE
"The town of Okolona sprang up because

it was at the end of the interurban line
south of Louisville. The cars were put in
operation about twenty years ago. Frank
Jones built the first store in Okolona in
1899. There were only four houses in the
vicinity at the time. Soon afterward the
postoffice was established. The town
received its name from the name of the
postoffice.

"A concern known as the Okolona
Improvement Company built a large store in
the town in 1911. The company operated
the business for several years. The store is
now being conducted by the firm of Ixl ward
Miller and Sons. E. II. Gilpin and Son
operate another prosperous store in
Okolona. Dan King is the proprietor of a
confectionery store.

"Three and progressive
jarages are located in Okolona. Sam Smystr
is the proprietor of the Okolona Garage;
Price Cooper and Claude Priest operate the
People's Garage, and Rosenberg and Co. are
the proprietors of the third garage.

TRUCK GARDENS FERTILE
"About 300 persons live in the

community gathered about the Okolona
Station. The land is very fertile.
gardening is engaged in on a large scale.
Corn is the principal staple crop. Much
wheat and hay are grown. The hay is of a
particularly high quality. It is in great
demand by stock raisers.

"One of the most impressive buildings in
Okolona is that which houses the Okolona
State Bank. The building is handsomely
constructed of red pressed brick with white
stone trimmings. It was completed hist
December. The opening of the bank was
celebrated on December 17. However,
banking operations had been started in
temporary quarters on the previous date of
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NEW BANK BUILT
"The bank is capitalized at $15,000. It

has a large volume of deposits placed by
firms and individuals in the surrounding
county. Its first six months' business
indicates that its future will be most
satisfactory. II. D. Skiles it president of the
bank; Dr. D. A. Bates is and
A. T. Miller is cashier.

"Recently a very beautiful Catholic
church has been built in Okolona. The
structure cost more than $35,000. The Rev.
Joseph A. Newman is temporarily in charge
of the services. Meadow Home Baptist

Church is a handsome house of worship in
the town. The Cooper Memorial Methodist
Church numbers tome of the leading
citiens among itt membership.

"Miss Mary Jeffries Cooper is the head of
a spk-ndi- school. The classes are held In a

d new building. Miss Mary t.
Bell is the assistant principal.

WOMAN'S CLUB IS PROGRESSIVE
"Mrs. Spence Minor is president of the

Progressive Woman's Club of Okolona.
The organization is keenly alive to the issues
of the day, and is especially interested in
building up the town on a firm and lasting
basis. Mrs. D. A. Bates is president of the

Parent Teachers Association. This
organization is doing a splendid work for
the betterment of the community.

"One of the most recent progressive steps
of these organizations was the establishment
of a playground for the children. The
playground is located on a pretty plot of
ground in the rear of the bank. It. is
equipped with all the latest game and
exercise devices. Children of the town find
the playground an acceptable substitute for
the streets as a scene for the gambols.

HAS LARGE MASONIC LODGE
"A. T. Miller is the present head of a very

active Masonic lodge at Okolona. The lodge
maintains a hall for its meetings. Its
membership is large, being composed of

(many of the principal citizens of the
community.

"Another thing which displays the
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HOW TO PLAY: Read the list of words. Look at the
puzzle. You'll find these words in all directions --

horizontally, vertically, diagonally, backwards. Draw a
circle around each letter of a word found in the puzzle
then strike it off list. Circling it will show a letter has been
used but will leave it visible should it also form part of
another word. Find the big words first. When letters of all
listed words are circled, youll have the given number of
letters left over. They'll spell out your MAGICWORD.

SKATING IS GROOVY Sol.: 8 letters
CLUES

Arenas; Boys;
Competition, Curling;

Fast, Figure, Frolic; e, Girls,
Glide, Grades, Great, Guards;
Hockey; I Indoor;

Outdoor;
Professional; R Races, Rinks, Roller;
Single, Skates, Slip, Speed, Spills, Spin, Sport,
Swift; Thrills, Turn
ANSWER NEXT WEEK
Last Week's Answer: SNOW WOMAN 90
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By Clay R. Pollan
Not planetary ruler of your birth tymbol

FOR WEEK BEGINNING MONDAY, FEB. 4, 1974

If your birthday occurs this wtok ...
. . . your week will be a time of fulfillment. Your
ship is coming in. You can expect rewards as result
of recent efforts. People who have been somewhat
less than responsive in the past will listen to your
plans and ideas. You'll be capable of overcoming odds
to achieve goals.

I Arlot Mar. 21 - Apr. 19 Plufo Q cg
Attending to your own concerns becomes you now.
Make decisions yourself, and try to be more inde-
pendent. Keep employment and love flanks protected.
Don't neglect the cultural side of life. Delicate mat-
ters call for tactful treatment. Handle money and
checkwriting carefully. Avoid wishful- - thinking.

f 3 Taurua Apr. 20 May 20 Venua 9

Your most courteous manner is needed this week.
Some people may look for a chance to annoy you. So
watch your Ps and Qs. Poise and wisdom will see you
through. Someone is withholding part of the truth.
Know this and respond accordingly. Ideal time for
love-maki- and starting a new romance, if inclined.

I O Gemini May 21 - June 20 Mercury 0

Be very firm about following through on plans, even
though you are criticized. You'll find opposition in
the least places. Those who put up a big
front are bluffing. Realize this and make your own
decisions. When in doubt, just let things develop na-
turally. You'll win.

I fli Cancer I June 21 July 22 Moon ft
You should create your own opportunities. Be a self-start- er.

Expand your activities. Think big and con-
template new horizons. Events will happen that will
spur you on to greater achievement. Be discreet.
Guard your reputation. Don't hide your talents. Seize
every opportunity to prove your expertise.

'leo July 23 Aug. 22 Sun O
You'll be very efficient in carrying out plans for en-

tertainment. Your personality is poised and relaxed
and everything you do will be right. Pay more at-

tention to the opposite sex. Entertain people who
share your work. Important persons show preference
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progrcssiveness of Okolona it the recent
organization of a home-buildin- g association.
This organization plans to build a number of
comfortable homes on lots which have been
purchased. These houses will be offered for
tale. The company feels that this plan will

do much to bring desirable new dtizeni to
the town. Members of the concern are
confident that the prospects for the future
growth of the community warrants the
expenditure of a large sum of money on the
project.

"One of the recent business additions to
on Pag B12)
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WHEN FAMILIES DEPENDED ON THE HORSE AND

BUGGY FOR TRANSPORTATION NOW WE DEPEND
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"WE BACK THEM BETTER - BECAUSE WE BUILD THEM BETTER'
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I ? Virgo Aug. 23 . Sept. 22 I Mercury 0
Unreliable aspects make it imperative that you avoid
quarrels and arguments about money. Friends may
argue about money. Don't get caught in the middle.
Adhere to principles, but try to be impartial. You
could stand in your own light. Ensure happiness by
rising above jealousy.

Sfo Libra I Sept. 23 . Oct. 22 Venui 9
Your personal well-bein- g is strongly supported by
prevailing trends. Good works, words and thoughts
give color to your lifestyle. Room is being made foryou at the top. Accept any promotion or gratuities
that may come your way. Creative projects are now
handled with ease. All situations brighten.

Oct. 23-No- v. 21 Mart S I

x our pursuit oi a rigorous course may not be under
stood bv others. Try to make them realize you areguided by a sense of responsibility. You tend to carry
a torch. Welcome change, for it will prove beneficial
Over-indulgen- ce would harm your health. A journey
could provide pleasant times.

I Sagiftrlul Nov. 22 - Dee. 21 Jupiter U
Good communications are bound to bring you joyExpect interesting mail or telephone calls that'll givepure pleasure. Pay attention to correspondence
Someone afar expects an answer to their letter Do
not put pleasure before work. Your goals are too im-
portant to allow yourself to be sidetracked.

Capricorn I Dee. 22 -- Jan. 19 I Saturn
Aspects show there's much to be gained now Youmay be introduced to charming people. Keep out ofconversations that shouldn't concern you. You may
tend too strongly to give advice that isn't asked forPending matters could come to focus Make sacri-fices to meet obligations.

I fA Aquerlua ' Jan. 20 -- Feb. 18 I Uranui V
A time when silence pays off. Someone may bewatching vou with a large favorable change in viewYou may be selected for a responsible task You canmeasure up to it. You've a vast store of talent Now'sthe time to start new balls rolling. Gain is shown ifyou are a careful, shrewd observer

55 Pitcei Feb. 19 -- Mar. 20 Neptune V
You must conserve your energy now. Turn down any'
invitations for pleasure. Store up your energy and bebetter prepared for future action. Avoid trying to dotoo much at once. Play a conservative game Wait andrte. Accent creativity. You can gain powerful allies
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